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Yeats Knew Corcomroe
POEM-PLAY  ON  FAMOUS ABBEY    

The Abbey of Corcomroe is set in the rocky border-land of Clare-Galway, Its story has been told in these pages many times and many times elsewhere. The ruins are stilled now with none but the birds to make the sweet noise of living labours and loves. The ivy that spreads on the grey walls is often wet with the mists blowing in from the Atlantic at night-fall.
There is a churchyard beside Corcomroe. Imagine the headstones and the Celtic crosses rising in ghostly shapes out of the mists. The scene is darkened over with the sinking of the already clouded sun. The night is abroad.

This, with a boy of the Aran islands and spirits from the graves is a poem-play by W. B. Yeats. Few to-day know of it. Few have seen or heard it but anyone who has known Corcomroe more intimately than those who have confined them​selves unhappily to history.
The play is "Dreaming of the Bones" and its dreamy, magic-laden speeches, its moving choruses bring in an atmosphere of mystery and eerie that is present at the old abbey, ruins at the coming on of night.
Yeats knew this country very well. It was only a few miles from Lady Gregory's Coole Park where he often stayed for long periods and about which he wrote "The Swans of Coole" and some of the finest poems in the "Wind among the Reeds." He knew his setting and he knew his people for into the play he has drawn the spirituality of the people of the district.
The Aran islands youth is led by the spirits whose clay is mixed with the clay of the rugged land by rock and fern through fair-worn paths to safety from the fog.
Standing above the Abbey, the scene enters into one's soul and fills one with the primitive feeling of rock and sea and the spirits who are forever dreaming over the bones.
