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Malachy Hynes writes a memo to Todd Andrews
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HANDS OFF THE WEST CLARE!
SO you're going to close down the West Clare Railway, Tod.
Your going to scrap one of the most famous railway !
You're going to scrap one of the most Famous railway lines in the world. You're going to throw in the dustbin 75 years of tradition and you re going to partition  West Clare even more  effectively  than  the  Border   partitions  the   North from us.
And for  the blithe,   immortal   stanzas   of  Percy   French you're going to substitute the screech of brakes as your buses grind round the hairpin bends of the cattle tracks which West Clare has for roads.
What's happened to that fine brainy head of yours, Tod, at all, at all ? This scheme to scrap our railway must be the daftest you ever thought up,
I know. I'm a Clareman. I've travelled on our beloved narrow-gauge, steam and diesel
for over 50 years. I know the West Clare Railway inside out.
Ups and downs
I know the West Clare roads, too, Tod   Apparently  you don't. So let  me  tell  you   about  them before  you start using them as  bus routes.
They're narrow and twisting; their surfaces are atrocious: there are more ups and downs than level bits. They're not suitable for anything more modern than  a sidecar. 
I don't suppose you know the General's Woods, on the road from Milltown to Lahinch ? The seaboard here is so exposed that once, in January, 1907, the gale overturned an entire steam train.
After that all the carriages were ballasted-—as if they were ships —with concrete slabs. What are you going to use for ballast on the buses, Tod ?
The May Fair
I don't suppose you were, ever at a big May Fair in Miltown Tod ? I remember one when the trains kept coming until 3.30 the next morning to take away the cattle to Ennis. It took 30 wagons to shift them.
When there's a big fair in Miltown what are you going to use for lorries Tod ? And how do you think the drivers—not to mention the cattle — are going to enjoy their journey through the night on our roads ?
I don't suppose you ever went on a West Clare Railway excur​sion to Lahinch Tod ? For a few bob you'd have had the best fun in the world. That's another thing you're going to put an end to.
To you the names of Ruan, Willbrook, Corofin, Ennistymon, Lahinch, Miltown-Malbay, Quilty, Kilmurry –Ibrican,  Cragganock, Doonbeg, Kilkee and Kilrush are just the names of doomed stations along 52 miles of uneconomic track.  
Lifeline
But to the people of West Clare they mean a lifeline.
Have you asked them how they feel about losing this life-line, Tod? In case you don't know, let me tell you.  
Mr. William Murphy, T.D.: "This ruthless action shows the callous and absolute dis​regard CLE. has for North and West Clare. The closure is the death-knell of everything the people looked forward to." 
Mr. E. J. Carroll, chairman of the Miltown-Malbay Improve​ments Committee:    "We have been promised an adequate bus service, but 1 doubt if we will get it. As far as I can see we will be isolated."
'Atrocious'
Mr. M. Vaughan, a Lahinch hotel-keeper: " The road from here to Ennis is atrocious. The closing of the Railway will simply cut us off.”
Have you no pity at all for the same Lahinch, Tod ? The people there somehow scraped together £40,000 towards .the cost of a £90,000 development scheme. The County Council put up £13.000, and Bord Failte promised the rest. And this is the reward they get for their efforts.
And the cost
Is it money you're thinking of  in closing down our railway—the few thousands a year that it loses ? God save your wit.
Making our roads passable would cost more than it would cost to convert the line from ; narrow to a standard gauge.
It would cost more —vastly more—than the £80.000 you say you'll save annually by closing down ALL the last of the un economic branch, lines.
Look, at it whatever way you like, in the long run it will cost more to close the West Clare Railway than to keep it open. It will cost the country more-it will cost Clare infinitely more.
The old West Clare engine, " Sleve Callon,   came out of retirement  for  the  film" A Minute's Wait," and with it its driver for 14 years, John O'Brien, seen here with his son Jim.








