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JIM'S FLIGHT OF FRIENDSHIP TO DOUGHMORE

ENGLISHMAN, Jim Masterson, who crash land​ed in Doughmore Bay during World War II, returned on a flight of friendship to West Clare last week to renew acquaintances with local farmer, Patrick Shanahan who saved his life when the flying boat on which he was aboard ditched into the sea off Doonbeg in December 1941.
A native of Great Yarmouth in Norfolk, Jim was one of only two survivors of the ill-fated journey and was a wire​less operator on board the Sunderland flying boat which operated out of Loch Erne. Their mission was to escort the convoy of Ships out into the Atlantic while, at the same time, to be on the look out for enemy submarines.
On that fateful day in De​cember, while engaged in their normal line of duty, the weather broke and the pilots got into difficulties and were thrown off course due to poor navigational aids. With fuel supplies running very low, the crew decided that they had no alternative but to crash land and being a flying boat they would have to ditch in water somewhere.        However, due to the stormy   weather conditions it was difficult  to  locate   a   suitable landing area and, in fact, when
they came down in Doughmore Bay, near Doonbeg, one of the floats on the plane shattered on impact, causing the plane to somersault a  number of times.
Apart from Jim Masterson, all the crew were wearing lifejackets and he attributes this as the reason he survived the ordeal as nearly all the other crew members were car​ried out to sea and perished.
Being a very strong swim​mer, Jim decided to swim for shore and focussed his atten​tion on a light on the main​land. In the meantime the only   other   survivor,   Grant Flemming had managed to find the safety of the shore on a dinghy.

Actually, a third crew mem​ber by the name of Bennett had also come ashore with the aid of Patrick Shanahan, assisted by a neighbour, who braved the mountainous waves and very high seas to rescue the crewv member. Un-fortunatley though, by the time he was plucked from the sea he was near exhausted and died a few hours later.

Meanwhile, Jim Masterson eventually made it to the shore and after hauling him​self up the rocks made for the home of Patrick Shanahan where his cries for help were heard by Patrick's invalided mother. Subsequently, the distraught Englishman was treated by a local doctor be​fore being transferred to hos​pital in Limerick where he was detained for several weeks.

However, Jim's ordeal didn't end there and on his release from hospital he was interned with his buddy, Grant Flemming in the Curragh for over two years. Flem​ming, who was Squadron Leader on that flight, eventually escaped from the Curragh and made his way back to his unit. He was later shot down and killed in action over France.
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LOOKING OUT TO SEA - Jim Masterson, left, and Patrick 
Shannahan standing on the sand dunes overlooking Doughmore 
Bay, the scene of the fateful crash landing.
