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St. Joseph’s Day at Miltown Malbay

On Monday last the people of Miltown Malbay and the surrounding districts celebrated the Feast of their Patron St. St. Joseph. The day was observed as a general holiday, and having attended mass in the morning great crowds of people attended Sr. Joseph’s Well during the day and made their rounds according to the ancient custom. In the afternoon the boys of the Temperance Hall marched to pay their there, and after the Rosary was said by Fr. Enright C.C., a most eloquent and impressive sermon on the life of St. Joseph was preached to the vast crowd by the Rev. m McCormack, C.C., Mullagh. Having sketched the great events of St. Joseph’s life as related in the Gospels, which have come down to us through the tradition of the Church, the rev preacher remarked how edified he was by their presence there that day and by the scenes of piety and devotion he witnessed around him. Their ancestors for  centuries had practised their devotions at this holy shrine. Devotion to St. Joseph was their solace and their comfort in dark and evil days. The penal laws of an alien government might succeed in throwing them into prison or reducing them to beggary, but these laws utterly failed in their main object, namely, to cut [?] the Faith out of the hearts of the Irish people. He was gratified beyond words to see that the people of to-day, young and old were literally following in the footsteps of those who had gone before. He reminded them that a great Irish saint, St Lochtian [?] who had a great devotion to  St. Joseph, was closely associated by tradition with that holy well. In conclusion, he exhorted all to continue in those holy practises of devotion that came down to them from their pious forefathers, and to show in their daily lives that they were true disciples and devout clients of St. Joseph and St. Lochtian.
During the day Very Rev. Father Glynn, P.P. Mullagh and Rev. Father Lalor., Miltown Malbay, were among the visitors to the Shrine.

