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Smuggling on The
Clare Coast
To recruit soldiers for the 
IRISH BRIGADE
“Wool-smuggling Jacques is in port again
With strange but courtly grace!
He’s changing wool for Spanish spool,
or a length of Brussel’s lace

But ‘ware oh ‘ware ye nobles all,
An cause him no annoy
for his name is Burke
And his sword saw work
With Dillon and Gilmoy.”
The Smugglers
The Irish soldiers who took service in foreign fields after Limerick, and many hardy recruits who emigrated throughout the eighteenth  century for the same  purpose, were styled

“ the Wild Geese” or the “Flight of the Wild Geese”  Captain Anthony Mac Donough  with a Mr, O'Brien, were despatched from Prance after Fontenoy to recruit for the Brigade. This they were obliged to do secretly, but they were not wholly unsuccessful and they sent off the recruits by ships that came from the Continent and put in sometimes  off the coast of Doolin, Clare with smuggled brandy and claret, laces .and silks, and they took back  the wool from that part of the country and also the recruits who were called "Wild Geese." The ships plied mainly off the coasts of Kerry, Clare and Connaught, and so the Wild Geese must have come mainly from these parts of the country.

Foremost among the leaders of the Brigade was Daniel O'Brien. third Viscount Clare, who was Lord Lieutenant of the County for King James. it member of his Irish Privy Council, and sat among the Peers of Ireland in the Parliament of 1689, and raised for the royal service a Regiment of Dragoons, called, after himself, the Clare Dragoons, and two Regiments of Infantry.

OPPOSED CROMWELL

This branch of the O'Brien's vigorously opposed Cromwell In Co. Clare, and of course, had all their estates forfeited. Lord Clare's ex​tensive property had been bestowed by William of Orange on a Dutch gentleman named Van Keopel, who was created Earl of Albemarle. This latter, within a year or so of his getting possession, sold his interest in the vast estates to Francis Bur​ton. Nicholas Westby and James MacDonnell.

In this way some 56.931 acres of Lord O'Brien's property was con​fiscated, and henceforward this branch of the family are to be found in the service of the Kings and Princes of the Continent, and their connection with Clare had ceased for ever.
CARRIGAHOLT CASTLE

As the old Castle of Carrigaholt, Lord O'Brien's residence before this wholesale seizure of his property, played an important role in the raising and equipment, of the Dragoons, it may be of interest to state that originally the Castle was the chief seat of the MacMahons,  Lords of West Corca Bhaiscin. Moyarta and part of Ibrickane. In 1585. however, in consequence of a dispute between MacMahon and the Earl of Thomond, MacMahon was ousted from his property and it was taken possession of by Thomond (O'Brien). At the year 1599 the Annals of the Four Masters has this to say: "This year the Earl of Thomond came into the country of Corca Bhaiscin and resolved that he would not sleep two nights in any town until he should go and take revenge of Teige Caoch Mac Mahon for the dishonour he had shown to, and the incursion he had made upon, his brother. He assembled the greater part of the forces of the country, and marched into West Corca Bhaiscin, encamped before Carrig-an-Chobhlaig on the  Monday before Easter.  in the month  of April The cattle and flocks of the whole country from  Cnoc-Doire to Leim-Chon- Chulainn. Loop Head, were carried to his camp ther.
"The old Castle of Carrigaholt stands on the very brink of the Shannon about one and a half miles  north of Kilcredane Point I don't believe that it was at any time given up to ruin or deserted. It is s now In good repair and made the occasional residence of Mr. Burton,  In whose family it has remained since the confiscation of the property of Lord Viscount Clare - Daniel O'Brien of Carrigaholt Castle about the year 1690” "Ordnance Survey Letters". O'Curry 1835

WHERE DRAGOONS DRILLED 
In the neighbourhood of this old Castle Lord Clare drilled his famous  Dragoons, commonly styled  Yellow Dragoons, from the colour of the facings on their tunics. They were raised for service first of all in Ireland, where they fought for King James at the Battle of the  Boyne.

THE OFFICERS

From  "King James's Irish Army List." edited by D'Alton, we gather that the following were the officers  of Lord Clare's famous Regiment  of Dragoons in 1689:
Colonel — Daniel O'Brien, Lord Clare.

Captains–James Phillips. Major Francis Browne, Florence McNa​mara, Redmond McGrath, Maurice Fit zgerald,  Nicholas Burke. James MacDonnell. Roger O'Shaughnessy, Teige O'Brien. Thadg Quin.

Lieutenants — Turlough O'Brien, David Barry, James Purcell. John Hurley, John Ryan. Owen O'Keane, Murrough O'Brien Sylvester Par​don. Wm, Lysaght, Joseph Furlong, Patrick Hehir . Richard Bedford.

The names are also given of twelve Cornets and twelve Quarter​masters. The Chaplain was Father Daly and the Surgeon Dr. Neylon.

FIRST FOREIGN BATTLE

The Irish Brigade got their first real baptism of fire at the battle of Marsaglia on October 4th, 1693. Catinat commanded the French troops and we are told that in order to support and animate his soldiers by the example of the Irish regiments, whose fame had preceeded them, he placed in the right wing of the first line, Sarsfields Dragoons, numbering 1400 men.
The reader must not confound the Sarsfield mentioned here with |Patrick Sarsfield, Lord Lucan, who was killed at the battle of Landen, three months prior to Marsaglia. The Sarsfield referred to here was Dominick, fourth Lord Kilmallock. Lord Clare’s troops of three battalions, amounting to 2000 men, were place on the left of the second line. Prince Eugene, commander of the English and their allies, attacked with his usual vigour, and routed three French regiments posted in the first line. These giving way, their place was taken by Lord Clare’s three battalions with two of the French from the second line, who charged the English and their allies with such fury that they in turn were obliged to fall back. The battle was thus restored on the left wing and Sarsfield’s dragoons being equally successful on the right, the day seemed to be lost to the allies when Eugene led up the allied centre and with such effect as to have regained what had been lost on the  wings. At this critical moment the Irish regiments of the centre and the Limerick Regiment were led up to the charge. Three times they attacked the allied centre without breaking it, and when Eugene saw it was useless to con​tinue the fight, he led off his men, leaving the victory to Catinat. It was dearly purchased, however, the killed
 including several Irish officers, to whom may be added Daniel, fourth Lord Clare. who died shortly after at Pignerol of the wounds received at the great battle of Marsaglia.--O'Callaghan's "Irish Brigades in the Service of French" and O'Donoghue's "Historical Mem​oir of the O'Brien's."

On the death of Lord Clare, Lee, the Lieutenant-Colonel of the regi​ment so distinguished by its gal​lantry at Marsaglia. was appointed to the command. Charles, the fifth Viscount of Clare, had shared in the glory of that action.

Charles distinguished himself three years after the battle of Marsaglia at the Siege of Valen​cay by the French, when the garrison in a sally overthrew the besiegers and carted away every​thing before them, until stopped by Lord Clare, who charged at the critical moment at the head of his Dragoons.
SHORT PEACE

There was a short-lived peace for some years now. but in 1701 the Imperial troops were on the march again. Mean time. the great French General Catinat had been super​seded through court. intrigues, and Marshall Villeroy commanded the French. The change was much to the disadvantage of the French, and Prince Eugene, who once more was at the head of the allies, made himself master of the principal pivots in the theatre of war. He was, however, destined to sustain one of the most extraordinary set​backs ever recorded in history, practically entirely due to the un​exampled gallantry of the Irish regiments in the service of France.

"WE HELD CREMONA"

Cremona was the centre of the French forces, and from its almost impregnable strength as a fortress of the first order, was considered untakeable. In the month of January 1702 and in the dead of night, Eugene, by a clever ruse entered the town through a disused aqueduct, and soon the town was filled with German and allied troops. The whole place was in their possession save the defences at one gate and these were entrusted  to the Irish brigade to 
MUSKETS AND BOOTS
O'Connor, in Military Memoirs of the Irish Nation," has this to say of Cremona . "A garrison of seven thousand men, in a town strongly fortified,  surprised in their beds, obliged to march in their shirts in the darkness of the night, through the streets filled with cavalry, meeting death at every step,  scattered in small  bodies, without officers to lead them, fighting for hours without food or clothing in the depth at winter, yet, gradually recovering at every post, and  ultimately forcing the enemy  to a precipitate retreat " The surprise of Cremona astonished  Europe. Everywhere nothing was heard but admiration of the valour of the Irish Brigade and the repulse of Eugene was of such éclat that in the English House of commons it was said that the Irish abroad had done more mischief to the allies than they could possibly have done at home had they been restored to the possession of their estates.

AT RAMILLIES
But it was at the great battle of Ramillies, in Flanders, on the 23rd May, 1706. that the regiment  of Lord Clare specially distinguished  itself. This was Colonel Charles  O'Brien. fifth Lord Clare and Major General. At this engagement, however, Lord Clare was mortally wounded fighting at the head of his troops. The retreat, in the midst of the general rout of the French. was, however, brilliantly executed, and the two pairs of colours were taken by Murrough O'Brien. Lieutenant-Colonel of his regiment, These were subsequently  suspended in the Church of the lrish Benedictine Nuns at Ypres, forming a set-off to the display at the Guildhall in London of those which had been captured by the  English troops in the same action.
