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TRACING LIMERICK SHEEP STEALERS by Means of a Dog – W.  Sheedy and H. M'Namara, writing from Miltown Malbay on the 26th ult. relate the following extraordinary circumstance: —A sheep having been stolen during the night of Sunday, or early in the morning of Monday, convenient to Miltown, it was proposed to endeavour to trace the culprit with the assistance of a dog. Much time was lost, but by nine o’clock (Monday) a high-bred fox-hound was procured, which had been occasionally used in tracing wounded game. Being brought to the spot where the sheep had been killed, he immediately went forward to the spot where the skin and intestines had been hid and partly buried; from thence without hesitation, he tracked the path of the robbers (for it was soon evident three had been concerned) along a mile of a footpath, then across several fields, and over a bog: then when a  road checked the chase for a few minutes, till the spot was found where a division of the booty had taken place, and where some scraps of fat and flesh had been dropped. From thence the scent grew weaker; the prints of feet became more familiar, and without material check, a pursuit of ten minutes brought the chase to a conclusion, by showing a direct line of steps occasioned by the early frost  leading to a cottage nearly a mile and a half distant, in a most retired situation.   Here was found, after a little search, a quantity of inside fat and, more secretly covered and slightly salted, one half of the sheep, cut up into ten or eleven pieces. Of course, a warrant was procured against the inmates of the cottage, consisting of three separate families, two of which have been secured and committed for trial at the next petty sessions day.





-- Limerick Reporter
