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The Seaweed Industry In Clare
(The Editor, Clare Champion)
Your interesting article last week about "The Wrangler" from the Fergus Islands suggests some comments.
To your heading "It Was Once A Thriving Business" might in fact be added "And Is Again."   To date this  season  we   have   paid   over £18,000 for seaweed from the  Clare and   Connemara   coast.    At   the height of the season we regularly provided employment in our factory for 34 men, at a weekly wage bill of   about   £200.     Recently,   every available   man   in   Kilrush    was employed between loading a cargo of seaweed products to the Dutch coaster "The Port Talbot" and dis​charging on the same day a cargo of British coal for M. Glynn and Sons Ltd, from the "St.  Kilda." The export cargo almost paid for the import cargo.
"The tides come and go, too, taking the drifting seaweed with them, but nobody cares as it is of no value now." In the Spring of 1955 on representation from 15 of the Fergus inlanders we pursued the question of providing a proper slipway at Rosscliffe, Ballynacally. which essential work we are pleased to hear will be undertaken shortly. With a suitable landing place next season we hope it may be possible to increase ten-fold the present annual harvest of only about £400 from one of the densest seaweed areas of the Irish coast.
"The shipwrights and truckmen also have gone for ever." One shipwright at least has not gone further than Kilrush. Late and early in what spare time he had all through the Summer, he re​constructed a suitable powered lighter for the carrying of seaweed from the islands of his home to the mainland. She sailed recently for the Fergus.
In conclusion, we earnestly hope that the cry of the gatherer—"Get your forks, lads, and come on" may herald not the retreat of "The Wrangler," but the advance of a new era of prosperity for those In their island homes.
CHARLES J. GLYNN,
Irish Marine Products Ltd., Kilrush.
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