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It Was Once a   Thriving  Business 
WHEN  WHISKEY  WAS £1   A GALLON
Over fifty years ago the cutting of seaweed on the numerous islands of the Shannon and Fergus was a thriving business for the inhabitants of Low Island principally. This weed, which grew abundantly on the rocks was of a heavy oily nature and used extensively by the farmers of Limerick and East before the advent of fertilisers.
Before the season opened each spring, numbers of expert men came to the islands for employ​ment on the work. The pay was good at 2/6 a day to those days when an ordinary labourer’s wages
was  but  1/-.                    jg
The work was hard but the men were well catered for and returned  to their employers each year with-out being sent for and helped with farm work until the cutting of the weed started. A couple of ship​wrights also arrived from Tralee, as sailing boats had to be repaired and lighters built. Before those men arrived, their employers on the islands ordered a gallon of whiskey each from a wholesale firm in Limerick, and where a ship​wright was employed, two gallons, a glass of "grog," as it was called in those days, was placed on his breakfast table each morning. The seaweed cutters were called 'truck​men" and on wet days those men got drenched on the rocks, but they never complained as they knew that a steaming jug of punch was await​ing them when they came ashore. This was an old custom and as a gallon of whiskey could be pur​chased for £1, the men deserved it.
£1   A   DAY   PROFIT
Two men were allotted to cut and load a lighter of six tons. They struck their boat on a level spot on the rocks when the tide half ebbed. This gave them six hours to cut and load the boat. When the lighters floated they were brought alongside large sailing boats to which the weed was transhipped. The latter sailed away across the Shannon to the various small ports, where the Limerick farmers were waiting to buy and cart it to their farms. The owners of the weed made a nett profit of £1 per day and all con​cerned were well pleased with the trade.
[ There are four small uninhabited islands off Low Island at the Junc​tion of the Shannon and Fergus, with large areas of foreshore ex​posed when the tides recede. Three of these are accessable at low water and the tenantry to whom they be-S* ^ drive their farm stock Jut to them at low tide. The fourth
f„J!?med,8and l8&nd and only a garter of an acre In extent but
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