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More Money for

Sea Rods

CLARE FISHERMEN WILL
BENEFIT

Clare collectors of seaweed stems for the Connemara factory will in future get £4-10-0- a ton instead of the present £4. About 360 tons are collected in the county.

The factory at Kilkerrin is now able to deal with the preliminary processing of 75 to 80 per cent of the sea rods gathered in winter on the coasts of Clare, Galway, Ma-yo, Sligo and Donegal. The balance of the raw material is for the time being exported to Scotland for processing.

The industry was established by private interests about eight years ago and it is the intention of the Minister for Lands, Mr. Blowick, to extend it.

In the season 1942-43 about 100 tons of sea rods were collected, and last season 2,800 tons were purchased and the gatherers paid £11,367. Donegal, with 789 tons, was the biggest supplier. Sligo came next with 670 tons, Mayo 590, Galway 400. and Clare 360 tons.

The price has been increased from £4 to £4 -10-0 a ton for the coming season. A higher price will be paid to gatherers in remote and difficult parts of the coast.

The sea rods, stems of seaweed, washed ashore in the winter months, are collected and allowed to dry. When dry about 75 to 80 per cent are sent to the factory at Kilkerrin, where they are ground into meal. This meal is exported to Scotland, where a further processing takes place and the alginic acid extracted. This chem​ical is in big demand in numerous other industries.

