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Micho Russell Brings New Life to Doolin Church
filled the programme for the remainder of the day.
Doolin Church was again packed to capacity on Sunday for the memorial Mass cele​brated at noon by Fr. Malone. Music was played throughout and afterwards a wreath was placed on Micho Russell's grave in the near-by cemetery by life-long friend. Jack Garrahy from Doolin. Eugene Lambe played a slow air "Taimse a Codladh" on the pipes while some of Micho's favourite tunes came from Tina Barry. Kilnamona. on the tin whistle. Gussie McMahon sang "Poor Little Fisher ' the last one rendered by Micho at a party in Spiddal. On his way home be met his death.
Pub sessions concluded the memorial week-end on Sun​day. It was a low key one, just as they wanted, said a mem​ber of the organising commit​tee. They hope to have the same next year, possibly with the addition of a number of workshops
Micho Russell turned Doolin Church into a concert hall, just twelve months after the tragic road accident which claimed his life. For just one day last week-end, the place of worship echoed to the tunes and songs which were favourites of Doolin's fondest sons and one of Ireland's greatest traditional musicians.
Doolin Church is about 150 years old and on a bitterly cold Winter Sunday when he rededicated the church in more recent years, little did the then Bishop of Galway, the late Dr. Michael Browne, realise that Touclea Church – as it is known locally - would one day house the cream of Iredand's performers for the greatest traditional session of all times in this hotbed of Irish music.
The church concert was the centre piece of the first ever Micho Russell   Commemoration week-end, organised by a committee to honour and remember the man who, more than anyone else, put Doolin on the international map. A special stage was put in place for the instrumentalists  and singers and dancers had their own area as did the poetry readers
The changing atmosphere, with each individual paying their own tribute to Micho Russell, would have done more than justice to some of the big entertainment spots.
RTE's Ciaran MacMathuna started proceedings and he recalled his early visits to Doolin to collect material and his meetings with the Russell brothers in the 1950's. He also spoke about Micho's rise to fame and how he accompa​nied him in later years to give concerts in America and all over Europe.
Among the contributions to the church concert were sin​gers Mick Flynn and his wife from Miltown Malbay, Adrian O'Connor from Doolin while another face on stage was Michael Coady from Carrick-on Suir who was a very close friend of Micho Russell. He has been coming to Doolin
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since the 1960s, West Clare sean   nos   dancer,   Willie    Keane, also performed as did the local junior set dancers.
] M.C. for the occasion was    
Dick Grant from Lahinch, a    
member   of   the   committee
which   organised   the   week-    
end.
]
In the absence of any com​
munity hall or suitable loca-
tion in Doolin, arrangements
to have the concert in the
church were undertaken by
Lisdoonvarna curate, Fr.
Tony Malone, another mem- 
ber of the Micho Russell com-​
mittee,
i
And following the two hour    i concert   the   near-by   Aran View Hotel, owned by John and Teresa Linnane. was the venue for a recitation hosted by the festival organisers. On behalf of the committee local publican  Gus  O'Connor,  ex​plained  what  the  week-end was   all   about   and  he  wel​comed all musicians, particu​larly  those  who  came  from Armerica and England.
Pub sessions in O'Connors, McCann’s and McDermott’s
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Memorial Weekend.




[image: image2.jpg]ensive faces as the audience with Ciaran Mac Mathuna [left] listen to the many
to Micho Russell during the Memorial Weekend in his honour.
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Micho Russell Memorial Weekend in Doolin.




[image: image4.jpg]audience at Doolin Church as tributes are paid to the great micho |
the form of Music, Song and Poetry to mark the anniversary of his death
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memory of Micho Russell in Doolin Church last Saturday,
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