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ONCE A PROSPEROUS FISHING VILLAGE
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The little  village   of Quilty  on the coast of Clare, the bravery of whose fisherfolk is
known all over the world. Time and again the men of Quilty with their frail curraghs have                     rescued people from ships that ran aground on the treacherous rocks between the village and Mutton Island. The people in Quilty have no proper water supply. They have to depend  on  spring wells, which fortunately are fairly numerous in the district. The man in the picture is seen cycling for his supply, but the day is not far distant when Quilty  will have a proper water scheme, by  the extension of  the Milltown Malbay scheme. Not far  from Quilty is Mutton Island where a remark​able occurrence is stated to have taken place in the year 804.   On the day before the festival of St. Patrick a great wind arose, accom​panied by thunder and lightning. The sea swelled so high that it burst its boundaries, overflowing a big tract of country and drowning over one thousand persons. The Island of Fitha, now called Mutton Island which had previously formed part of the mainland, was separated from it by the sea. Such is the accumulation of testimony bearing on this remarkable event that no doubt exists of its having happened just as described. From an inspection of the coast at this point, it is plain that at some remote period, the sea has submerged several hundreds or even thousands of acres of land. In some ancient maps of Clare three islands are set down where only two exist now, the present Mutton Island and small Island, or rather rock lying at the south side of it.
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