www.ddebarra.ie
Clare champion 
17-11-1956

   THE STRIKE AT  O’GORMAN’S QUARRY
NO  WORK FOR THE MEN NOW

The strike at O'Gorman's quarry which is in operation for the past five weeks or so was mentioned at the meeting of the Clare County Council on Monday when the County Engineer was asked to discharge the men so that they could draw unemployment assistance.
He told the members that the men had discharged themselves, and that there was no more work there for them now as he had made arrangements for a supply of material from other quarries in the area.
Mr. Cahill said it was approaching Christmas, and it was very 
hard on those young men who were employed there

Mr Merry, Co. Engineer, said that the men refused to work under the foreman, stating that he was too hard on them. His experience was that the man was the easiest em​ployee the Council had.
Mr. Cahlll—Can you give the men their discharge so that they can draw something in the way of benefit.
Co. Engineer—They discharged themselves.
Mr. Caqhill said they now found themselves faced with emigration, if they did not get work.
The Co. Engineer said they should have thought of that before they ceased work. It was available for them there, the same as in any quarry and under the same condi​tions.
Mr. Cahlll said, that in other cases some approach was made towards a settlement of a strike, and it should be done in this case.
Mr. Leyden asked was sixty yards a day a good return for nine men to put out.
The Co. Engineer said it a all depen​ded on the kind of material it was, if it was crushed gravel, the return was not so good, in any case there was no more stone wanted from that quarry as he had got a supply from Monreal.
When Mr. Cahill again inquired if the men could be discharged, the Engineer told him there was a  principle involved there.
Mr. Cahlll said that these young men had nothing to do only go away, but if the Co. Engineer gave them their discharge, they could draw "stamp" money.
Engineer— not a full one, the full circumstances of what happened, will have to be made known.
Mr. Cahill—If they go back to work, can you employ them? 
Engineer—Not at present. 
After Mr. Leyden and other mem​bers had made similar appeals, the matter was left entirely in the hands of the Co. Engineer.
TAKEN OUT OF ITS PLACE
At a later stage of the proceedings when Mr. Sean O'Connor entered the Council Chamber be again raised the question and remarked that he had a motion on the agenda concerning that matter and it seemed very strange; that it was taken out or its place and discussed in his abernce. and without his permission, he  thought  the Chairman should have used a little more discretion and not allow anyone else to raise the matter.
 Chairman said that the Co Engineer was questioned about the strike and he made a statement.
Mr. O’Connor – I had something to say about it, but seeing that it has been dealt, with, there nothing for me to do only sit down.
The Chairman said that the matter was on the agenda.
Mr. O'Connor--Yes, but how long will I have to wait before that item is reached?
The Chairman told Mr. O'Connor that the Co. Engineer stated be had got material elsewhere, and that the foreman employed at O'Gorman's quarry was the easiest man in the employment of the Council.
Mr. O'Connor—If there was work for the men at the time the strike started, how is it that there was not work for them now?
Chairman—Because the County, Engineer has got material from other sources,
Mr. O'Connor said it would be very unfair if that quarry was to be left closed. There was a big number of men available in that area, a strike took place because the men claimed they were wronged by being asked to double their output. It would have been impossible to do this, and the whole question should be examined fully by the County Engineer who should see about put​ting these men back to work and re​opening, the quarry.
CLOSED IT THEMSELVES 

The Chairman said that they closed it themselves according to the County Engineer, and they worked under the same conditions as other Council workers.
Mr. O'Connor said it was the duty of the Council to try and settle the dispute.
Chairman—The Co. Engineer says there is no money there now any​way.
Mr. O'Connor said it was the only quarry in the area except the one in Darragh which was on the border of the area.
Mr. Donnellan said that the Coun​cil spent a long time discussing this matter before Mr. O'Connor came in and the Chairman should bring it to a close and proceed with the business of the meeting.
Mr. O'Connor said that it was a matter the Council ought to try and settle,  irrespective of resolutions.
Mr. Burns described the whole proceedings as irregular.
Mr. Donnellan said that the Co. Engineer had been asked by different members about the situation there, and had given his answer, and that was that he had no more money left to work the quarry.
 Mr. O'Connor—Can the County Engineer say that he will open the  quarry when money is available?     
Chairman—He has already stated to the Council that he has got his supply for this year, and probably for next year too.                                
ENTITLED TO AN ANSWER        
Mr.   O'Connor—That  is  not  an answer to my  question and I am entitled   to  one.    I  now   ask   the Chairman to ask the Co. Engineer if there is a hope of O'Gorman's quarry being opened when money is available.
Mr. Burns said that it was irregular to discuss anything after the adoption of the minutes, and Mr. O'Connor should be asked to resume his seat.
 Mr. O'Connor said that any member was at liberty to raise any matter arising out of the minutes.

The Chairman said the matter was disposed of.                                            Mr. O'Connor—Am I going to get an answer?
Chairman—No.
Mr. O'Connor said that the Chairman was guilty of disrespect to the members of the Council. 
Mr. Donnellan—He  is  very generous in his remarks.
