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	TRANSLATION
	O BRIAIN’S TEXT
	NOTES

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Africa
	Afraic
	

	Aill na gCurrach
	Aill na gCurach
	See note 2. below. This could be translated ‘The Cliff of the Currachs’ or the ‘Cliff of the Champions’

	Scotland
	Alba
	

	Angus [Og] an Brogha
	Anghus [Óg] an Brogha
	

	Aodh Beag Nevin
	Aodh Beag O Neamhain
	See Neamhain

	Aoinbhean
	Aonbhean
	The name is not in common use today. It might be translated ‘singular woman’

	Aongus [Óg] Mac an Dághda
	Aonghus Og Mac an Daghda
	Aongus, son of Daghda. Dághda (various spellings) was a mythical leader of the Tuatha De Danann.

	Aran of the Saints (Arda (?) Neimhidh).


	Ara Neimhe
	Ín O Brians text the name is sometimes given as Arda Neimhidh and he says the reference is to ‘Arran More the largest of the Arran Islands’

	Harold Mac Canute
	Arailt Mac Canúit
	King of Denmark

	Asia
	Asia
	

	Boolynagreana
	Baile Na Gréine
	O Briain says ‘in the MSS it is written Buaile na Gréine’ but his text reads ‘Baile’. A lake of the name Booleynagreana is a significant archaeological site on the southern slope of Mount Callan

	Balar [Beimionnaigh]
	Balar Beimionnach
	Mythical tyrannical leader of the Fomorians

	Treanor Mac Baoisgne
	Baoisgne
	According to legend,Treanmhoir Mac Baoisgne was the father of Finn Mac Cumhaill. The West Clare district of Corcabaiscinn could be derived from the same name.

	Ballyhoura
	Bealach Amhra
	A mountain pass between Limerick and Cork

	Bearnan Eile
	Bearnán Éile
	The Devil’s Bit Mountain in Tipperary

	Bergen
	Beirbe – Cuan Beirbe Lochlannuighe
	Possibly Bergen in Norway, in which case the name ‘Lochlainn’ should be translated ‘Norway’, rather than ‘Denmark’.

	Breagh
	Breagh
	Breagh, a plain between the Boyne and Liffey rivers, is often translated ‘Meath’ but is given in the text in conjunction with Meath

	Inagh
	Bréintír
	Brentir Fearmacach: the ‘Boggy District’ to the north east of Mount Callan

	Great Britain
	Briotann Mhór
	

	Brú of the Boyne
	Brugh ós Bóinn
	The Newgrange tumulus.

	Hostel of Imprisonment of the Sun
	Bruighean Charcair na Gréine
	

	Burren
	Buirrinn
	In North Clare

	Hard- Stone Bowl
	Bulán Cruaidh
	

	Cada Cosaigh
	Cada Chosach
	

	Hag of Bulláin
	Cailleach an Bhuláin
	

	Cairbre Lifecar
	Cairbre Lifeachair
	Son of Cormac Mac Airt

	Rock of the Old Birds
	Carraig na Sean Eun
	This name is not in current use. Brian O Looney located it near Booleynagreana rather than Doolough.

	Cathach
	Cathach
	The serpent who gave his name to Inis Cathaigh

	Hags Head
	Ceann Caillighe
	A promontory in North Clare 

	Ceannuir
	Ceannúr
	Mythical person who gave his name to Liscannor, in North Clare

	Cearbán,
	Cearbán,
	

	Carroll Cruachain
	Cearbhall Cruacháin
	

	Carroll Nevin
	Cearbhall O Neamhain
	See Neamhain.

	
	
	

	Cein mic Cainte
	Cein mic Cainte
	

	Kerry
	Ciarraighe
	

	Kilkee
	Cill Chaoi
	In West Clare

	Cill Stuifin
	Cill Stuifín
	Killstiffin, a legendary submerged island in Liscannor Bay and often located elsewhere

	Cíochal
	Ciochal
	A mythological creature

	Milesians
	Clann Mileadh
	In mythology, the successors to the Tuatha De Danann

	Clan Nevin
	Clann Neamhain
	See Neamhan

	Hill of Trotting [or Tanning]
	Cnoc an tSodair
	Hill of Trotting, or Tanning, near Spanish Point. Name not in current use.

	Mount Brandon
	Cnoc Breandáin
	Mount Brandon, in Kerry

	Conal Gabhra
	Cnoc Chonaill Gabhra
	In Limerick

	Callan Hill,
	Cnoc Colláin
	Mount Callan, to the East of Coimín’s birthplace

	Hill of the Ships
	Cnoc na mBárc
	Hill of the Ships ?. According to Coimín this is an alternative name for Rehy, which is near the village of Cross, near Loop Head

	Cnoc na Sioguidhe
	Cnoc na Síogaidhe
	Fairy Hill,  According to Coimín an old name for Lahinch.

	Wood of the Dead
	Coill na Marbh
	The Wood of the Dead

	
	
	

	Colpa
	Colpa
	See Inbhear Colpa

	Conan Mac Morna
	Conan Maol Mac Móirne
	See Mac Morna

	Conn of the Hundred Battles
	Conn Céudchathach
	Grandfather of Cormac Mac Airt

	Conn Nevin
	Conn O Neamhain
	See Neamhainn

	Corca Duibhne
	Corca Uí Duibhne
	A West Kerry gaeltacht

	Corcomruadh
	Corcamruadh
	In North Clare

	Cormac (Óg) mac Airt
	Cormac (Óg) mac Airt
	Mythical king of Ireland about the 3rd century.

	Crann Craosach
	Cráin Chraosach
	Greedy Boar

	Land of the Women of the Burned Breasts 
	Críoch na mBan gCíoch Loisgthe
	The country of the Women of the Burned Breasts

	Crochan
	Cróchán
	See note 8 below

	
	
	

	Hills of Cooley
	Cruachain Cuailgne
	According to O Briain this is an old name for Duibhtheach na gClochán but there is no further identification for either.

	northern Scotland
	Cruithin-tuaith
	Pictland

	Gold Coast
	Cuan an Oir
	Gold Coast in Africa

	Howth harbour
	Cuan Binne Eadair
	Howth Harbour in Dublin

	Connacht
	Cuige Chonnacht
	Province of Connacht

	Ulster
	Cuige Uladh
	Province of Ulster

	Dabhran,
	Dabhran
	See note 5 below

	Mac an Dághda
	Daghda – Mac an Dághda
	Daghda (various spellings) was a mythical leader of the Tuatha De Danann

	Daithlion
	Daithlion
	See note 6 below

	Dalecarlia
	Dala Chairinn
	O Briain suggests Dalecarlia in Sweden

	Deála, Mac an Dághda
	Deala Mac an Dághda
	Deala son of Daghda, a son not on the usual lists!

	Deamhan Ruadh
	Deamhan Ruadh
	Red Demon

	Diarmaid O Duine
	Diarmuid O Duibhne
	A hero of the Fianna

	Doirseoir Iffrionn
	Doirseoir Iffrionn
	Hell’s Doorkeeper

	Eastern World
	Domhain t-Soir
	The Orient

	Northern World
	Domhain Tuaidh
	There is some confusion in the text between the Northern and Eastern worlds.

	
	
	

	magic sword
	Dornbrughadh lámhbhuádha
	

	Doolough
	Dubhloch
	A large lake close to Mount Callan in Clare

	Denmark
	Dubhlochlainn
	Denmark. See Lochlainn

	Black-house of the Clochaun
	Dubhtheach na gClochán
	See Cruachain Cuailgne

	Spain
	Easpáin
	Spain

	Ireland
	Éire
	

	Europe
	Eoraip – roinn Eorpa
	

	Fear (Fir) Bolg
	Fear m-Bolg
	Mythical possessors of Ireland before the Tuath De Danann

	Fearbach
	Fearbach
	He name of a serpent also a placename on Inis Mean of the Aran Islands

	Fergus Finnbheil
	Fearghus Finnbhéil
	Fergus of the fair mouth, the Poet of the Fianna

	Fianna
	Fiann
	Finn Mac Cumhail’s army

	Finn Mac Cumhail
	Fionn Mac Cumhaill
	Leader of the Fianna

	Finora
	Fionnabhartach
	This was also  the name of a character in the ‘Tain Bó Fraigh’which was centred around Cruachain, in Roscommon. The name also occurs in other Fenian lays.

	Senan
	Fionnán
	Presumed to be a typographical mistake.

	Norway
	Fionn-Lochlainn
	Norway. See Lochlainn.

	Gath Dearg
	Gaith Dearg
	Crimson ray or dart.

	Garadh Glúndubh Mac Mórna
	Garadh Glúndubh Mac Móirne
	See Mac Morna

	Goll Mac Morna
	Goll Mac Móirne
	See Mac Morna.

	Gruagach Sliabh Mish
	Gruagach Sliabh Mis
	See also Mac Cearvy Gruagach Sliabh Mish. Gruagach is also used as a generic name for a type of long haired wizard.

	The Land of Pigs
	Iath Muc
	See Inis na Muc

	Boyne
	Inbhear Colpa
	The mouth of the Boyne river in County Louth. Colpa was one of the sons of Milesus of Spain who landed at the Boyne estuary when conquering Ireland

	India
	India (Árd-fhlaith na h-India)
	India

	Mutton Island
	Inis Caorach
	Mutton Island in Clare, West of, and close to Coimín’s home place

	Scattery
	Inis Cathaigh
	Scattery Island in the Mouth of the Shannon

	Ireland
	Inis Fail
	

	Ennis of the Calves (Lays 
	Inis Laoigh
	An old name for Ennis

	Island of Pigs
	Inis na Muc
	Given by Coimín as an old name for Mutton Island, not otherwise attested.

	Hebrides
	Inse Gall
	The Hebridies in Scotland

	Orkneys
	Inse Orc
	Orkney Islands in Scotland

	Norway
	Iorruadh
	Norway

	Lahinch
	Leacht Uí Chonchubhair
	Lahinch, in Clare.

	Loop Head - Cuchulainn’s Leap
	Léim Chonculainn
	Loop Head in Clare

	Liscannor,
	Lios Ceannúir
	Liscannor in Clare

	Denmark
	Lochlainn
	Could be Scandanavia, Denmark, or Norway. DubhLochlannach is taken as Danish and FionnLochlannach [fair Dane] is taken as Norwegian

	Lugh of the Long Hand [Arm]
	Lúgh Lamhfada
	Perhaps the pagan god Lugh.

	Limerick
	Luimneach
	Limerick

	Mac an Fhir Léith
	Mac an Fhir Léith
	Son of the Grey Man

	Mac Cearvy Gruagach Sliabh Mish
	Mac Cearbuigh, Gruagach Sliabh Mis
	

	son of highest wisdom
	mac ealadhan aired
	

	Moy Mochruim
	Magh Mocruimhe
	A plain west of Athenry, in Galway according to O Briain

	Mananan Mac Lir
	Manannán Mac Lir
	Sea god

	Meath
	Midhe
	Meath

	Milesius
	Mileadh Espáine
	Leader of the Milesians who banishe the Tuatha De Dannan to the ‘otherworld’

	
	Mumhan
	Province of Munster

	Mermaid
	Murudhach
	

	Muthar Ui Ruan
	Muthar Uí Ruadhaoin
	Mothar Uí Ruan is the Irish name generally given to the Cliffs of Moher being derived, it seems, from an old ruin (Ir. mother) that was near Hags Head

	Women of the Burned Breasts
	Na mBan Cíoch Loisgthe
	

	Matal Island
	Oilean an Mhatail
	Mattle Island, adjacent to Mutton Is. And still known by that name

	
	Oileán Arda Neimhidh
	O Briain gives this as an older name for Great Island in Cork. I have treated it as a mis-spelling of Ara Neimhe

	Isle of Man
	Oileán Mhanann
	Isle of Man

	Great Island
	Oileán Mór an Bharraigh
	Great Island in Cork harbour

	Oisin
	Oisín
	Son of Fionn Mac Cumhaill

	
	Osgar
	Son of Oisin

	Pinnacle of Rock
	Pinnacle of Rock
	A local place-name, but not spelt with capitals, here

	Gormley’s Hole
	Poll Goirmliagh
	This name is not in current use. There is a deep wild glen on the north side of Mount Callan called Dalt, which probably derives from ‘The Alt’ where Ált derives from the Irish , meaning ravine.

	Rehy
	Réithe
	Rehy, in West Clare, near the village of Cross

	king of Black Men
	Righ na bh-Fear nDubh
	

	king of Blue Men
	Righ na bh-Fear nGorm
	Tír na bhfear nGorm is identified by Seosamh Laoide as Mauretania

	Rinn na bhFaoilinn
	Rinn na bhFaoileann
	Seagull Point an old name for Kilkee according to Coimín

	Ros Dá Shoilleach
	Ros Dá Shoilleach
	An old name for Limerick according to Coimín

	Ruan
	Ruadhaoin
	See Muthar Uí Ruan

	Sal
	Sál
	See note 4 below

	Mount Callan
	Sliabh Calláin
	Mount Callan, see Cnoc Calláin

	Sweden
	Sorcha
	Taken here to be Sweden but has also been identified as Pampelona, Syria and China (Dineen)

	Starn
	Starn
	One of the lays of the Fianna Cycle refers to a Scandinavian champion called Garbh Mac Stairn. There is also a reference to ‘Tuan son of Starn’

	Stuifin.
	Stuifín
	See Cill Stuiffin

	Suarán Mac Stairn
	Suaran Mac Stairn
	

	Holy Land
	Talamh Naomhtha
	The Holy Land

	Tara
	Teamhair
	Tara

	Tíoghmhóir
	Tíoghmhóir
	O Briain suggests Balltimore in West Cork. Tivore in Dunquin, Co. Kerry is suggested by Laoide.

	Land of Gold
	Tír an Óir
	

	
	Tír an tSneachta
	The Land of Snow

	Finland
	Tír na Finne
	

	
	Tír na Fuachta
	The Land of Cold. O Briain suggests Friesland

	Lapland
	Tír na Lapa
	Lapland

	
	Tír Tairngire
	Land of Prophesy. Common in the legends of Ireland

	Turlough
	Toirdhealbhach
	Given in some Ms. As Torolbh

	Treanoir úi Baiscin
	Treunmhor úi Baoisgne
	Father of Finn Mac Cumhaill

	Thomond
	Tuadh Mhumha
	Thomond.

	Tuatha Dé Danann
	Tuatha De Danann
	Early,  occupants of Ireland, in mythology. Banished to the   ‘otherworld’ by the Milesians

	Uathais Dabhrán
	Uathais Dabhrain
	Dabhran’s Cave. See note 5 below

	Nevin
	Neamhain (Ó)
	The Nevins (O Neamhain) were Fenian warriors. Perhaps deriving their name from The Nemidians – the ancestors of the Tuatha De Dannan

	Mac Morna
	Mac Morna
	Conán was a mischievous Fenian warrior, brother of Goll Mac Morna. The Tribe of Mac Morna were often in opposition to the Clan Bhaoisgne, in the Fenian lays.


NOTES
Breandán Ó Cíobháin dealt extensively with the place names of Kilbaha North and South in his article Logainmneacha Ó Bharúntacht Mhaigh Fhearta, Co. An Chlair - 1 in Dinnseanchas Vol iii No. 2, December 1968. The article includes a map of the places as identified to O’Ciobhain by local informants, specifically Henry Blake. He makes special reference to Micheal Coimíns work in placename identification, translated extracts from his notes are given below:

1. Cliff of the Giants - Aill na Fathaigh.

This is not the usual name of this place, it is a reference name because it is reputed to be the place where the three heroes, Cruachán, Sáthal and Dailtheann threw themselves over the cliff ----
2. Aill na gCruach O Ciobháin suggest that this is possibly synonymous with Aill na gCurrach = No 1 on O’Ciobháin’s map
3. Cahernaheanmna (also Caithrín na hAon Bhean) = No 28 on O Ciobháin’s map.
4. Cahersaul = No. 30 on the map.

5. An Fuachais Ard = No. 64 on the map. Suggested as a possible identification with Uathais Dabhrán

6. Lisdoondalhion = No 123 on the map. O Ciobhain suggests it is a name to support ‘Doondalhen House nearby, as the ‘real’ Lios Dailthinn is on the southern cliff according to Henry Blake and the Eachtra.
7. Pollnapeasta = 147 on the map. O Ciabháin quotes Henry Blake “ the serpent was there, the fourth brother of Cruachán, Sal and Dailthinn. This was the one that was watching at the mouth of ‘Ribhéar’for fear of the Kerryman coming from the south. He was enchanted”. Concerning the cave he said “ just as though a house was cut directly into the cliff-face and upwards” This, says O Ciobháin, could be Uathais Dabhráin.
This reference to a fourth brother might suggest that Henry Blake had a different version of the Éachtra’to that related by Coimín.

8. Cahercroghaun = Nos 5 and12a , on the map, in Kilbaha North. 













