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The Rev.  Edmond Barry was born at Midleton in 1837, and received his early education in that town. On
proceeding in due course to Maynooth College, his talents and devotion to study were such as to win him
a place in the Dunboyne House of Divinity. It was here that he first took up the study of Ogham decipheration on which he afterwards became so great an authority. On his ordination he returned to his native diocese
and became a chaplain in Youghal, and then curate in succession at Aghada, Mitchelstown, and finally at Youghal, from which, fifteen years prior to his death, he was promoted to be Parish Priest of Rathcormac in
succession to the Rev. Maurice Kenefick, deceased.

An ardent advocate of total abstinence, and himself a rigid abstainer from all alcoholic drink, Father Barry was a true patriot; for, whilst shunning notoriety and popularity, he succeeded in getting his people to become owners of their holdings by availing of the recent different Land Purchase Acts. A wise and prudent counsellor, his efforts on behalf of his parishioners met with a success that won their warmest recognition; and when, after some months' illness his death ensued on the 23rd of May, 1900, the farming community assembled in great numbers at Rathcormac on the 25th of that month, and bore his remains thence in turn on their shoulders for three miles to their last resting place in the little church at Bartlemy, whose renovation and improvement were due to Father Barry's previous efforts. During his life time Father Barry was a great admirer of the writings of that still well-remembered Cork poet, J. J. Callanan, and often did he quote those words of his that might well be applied to himself:

"Nobly thy course is won,
Splendour is round it;
Bravely the fight is won,
Freedom hath crowned it."

In referring to his demise, the Editor of the Journal of the Royal Society of  Antiquaries, Ireland,  December   quarter,  1900, writes as follows:

"The Royal Society of Antiquaries has sustained a heavy loss by the death of the Rev. Edmond  Barry, M.R.I.A., and a Vice-President for the Province of Munster.   He devoted a life-long attention to the study of Ogham inscriptions; and at the time of his decease he was engaged in writing a memoir on the subject. He contributed to the Journal (of the R,S.A.I.) a paper on Fifteen Ogham Inscriptions at Ballyknock, Barony of Kinnataloon, County Cork, 3rd quarter, 1891; on the Oghams of the County Kilkenny, Journal 4th quarter, 1895, and 2nd quarter, 1896; and a Note on an Ogham at Dungourney, Journal 1st quarter, 1897. He acted as a member of the Committee of Publication for several years; and greatly helped to keep some amount of uniformity in the spelling of the numerous Irish names of men and places occurring in our publications.
He had an excellent knowledge of the different periods of Irish literature, and was always most willing to assist the worker who needed help. He will long be remembered as an estimable and learned clergyman."

In conjunction with Father Smiddy of Aghada, Father Barry also translated and explained the plates in Mr. George Atkinson's papers on Ogham inscriptions in vol. xiii. of the R. H. & A. A. I. Journal,1874.

To the Waterford Archaeological Journal Father Barry contributed a paper on Three Ogham Stones near Kilmacthomas, in No. 10, Oct. 1896; whilst our own Journal  is indebted to Father Barry for an article on "The
Discovery of an Ogham stone at Rathcanning" in No. 26   Feb 1897; and for his great genealogical work “Barrymore” commenced in No. 41, Jan. 1899, and! continued consecutively to No. 53, Jan. 1902, which finally concluded long after its Rev. Author's decease in No. 55, July Sept., 1902, since when it has been brought out separately in book form by our publishers, Guy & Co., Cork.
In a Cork newspaper issued in June 1888 it is stated that “Fr. Barry had during that month brought to St. Colman’s College, Fermoy, catalogued and arranged, the manuscripts and historical works in Irish of his predecessor in the parish of Rathcormac, the late Rev. Father Kenefick, who had one time been curate at Blarney to the celebrated  Father Matt. Horgan, and had shared in his enthusiasm for our national Celtic literature. Father Kenefick's valuable and interesting collection was bequeathed by him to the Bishop of Cloyne for the diocesan library, hence 
its being deposited in St. Colman’s College. Amongst its contents are copies of the Annals of Tighernach, Innisfallen, Augustin McGrath,  and the Chronicon Scotorum; Keating’s History of Ireland in the original Irish; the History of the Dalcais; the History of Turlough O Brien’s Victorious Career; two copies of the Book of Conquests, one of them in an extremely ancient form; and copious genealogical accounts of the leading Irish and Anglo-Norman families; Lives of many Irish Saints from Book of Lismore and other sources; Dr. Keatings, work on The Mass and on Death, Lives of Our Lord, the Blessed Virgin, St. Alexis, &c an abundance of sacred and political poetry, together with numerous historical romances such as The Cattle Prey of Cuailgne, The Wooing of Emir, Fenian Tales, &c.” It is sad to think that such clergymen as Fathers Horgan, Kenefick, and Barry have had no successors, else probably these precious national literary relics would not have been left cold and unhonoured and all but forgotten, as they now are on the shelves of an institution which in spite of its educational character has not yet evidently possessed or produced anyone capable of utilising these MSS.

