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Famous Claremen
FLORENCE HENSEY  
FLORENCE HENSEY or Henchy, physician and French spy, was the son of Florence and Mary Henchv, of Ballycuneen, Co. Clare. He was born in the year 1715, he went to England while still very young, and entered the University of Leyden on 18th October, 1748.
He studied for the medical profession and, having graduated. spent several years travelling on the Continent, learning thereby to speak French, Swiss, Italian. Portugeese and  Spanish like a  native. He then set up as a physician in Paris, but not being very success​ful,  soon  transferred  to  England and  began to practice in London On  the  outbreak  of  the Seven Years  War  between  England  and France,  in  1756,   Henchv  was enlisted  as  a  French secret service agent and undertook to furnish the French  with information  concerning the British Fleet for salary of 100 guineas a year. His method of procedure was to send the secret information written in lemon juice between the lines of letters to his brother who was Chaplain to the  Spanish Ambassador at the Hague. He was highly valued by the French, for it was   through   his  information that a proposed English naval   expedition   to   capture  the town of Rochefort. in 1757, failed utterly.
Shortly after this episode, a postman, who suspected the volume of foreign correspondence received by Henchy, reported the matter and, on some letters being opened, the secret was discovered  and Henchy
was arrested as he was leaving the Catholic Church in Soho on 21st, August,   1757.     In  June   of   the following year he was brought to trial,  and as the   evidence was overwhelming against him, he was
condemned to death as a traitor to Britain.   However, he had powerful friends and. on the day appointed for his execution, he received a reprieve and, in the following year, was allowed out of prison on bail, Eventually he was fully pardoned and granted complete freedom provided he left  England for ever. From   thence   Henchy   disappears from the scene completely and we cannot ever record the year of his death.

   Two accounts of his adventures have been published and in both of them there is a portrait of our hero. They   were   entitled:  “A Genuine  Account of the Proceedings   on   the   Trial   of Florence Hensey, M.D. London. 1758” and “Genuine Memoirs of the Life and Treasonable   Practices   of   Doctor Florence Hensey, London, 1758.
