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 Famous Claremen
JAMES   MacNAMARA
J

AMES Mac NAMARA, Rear-Admiral In the Royal Navy,  the son of Michael MacNamara, of Cahir Tuagh, and Bridget Waters, of Redgate, was born in the year 1768. He entered the Navy in 1782 and was rapidly promoted to the ranks of Lieutenant, Commander and Captain, in his younger days he saw service in the East Indies and later served under Admiral Nelson, whose personal friend he was, in the campaigns of 1795 and 1796. For his bravery in the battle off Genoa, in which he captured a French frigate, he was mentioned in despatches and promoted.
When off duty in London in the year 1803, he quarrelled with a certain Colonel Montgomery whose
 dog had interfered with his own. A duel resulted in which Mont​gomery was killed, although he fired first and Captain MacNamara was severely wounded. He was tried at the Old Bailey for man​slaughter and the trial excited the greatest interest among the busy-bodies of the day. He maintained that Montgomery had been the aggressor and that unless he had defended his honour he might as well have thrown up his career in the Navy. Hood, Nelson and other prominent men testified that Mac​Namara was an 'honourable, good-humoured, pleasant, lively com​panion, exactly the reverse of a quarrelsome   man,'   and   he   was
 acquitted. One cannot help remem​bering, however, that he was a near relative of Fireball MacNamara, who fought fifty-five duels as well as acting as second in as many more.
On the resumption of the war against France in 1808, MacNamara returned to active service and fought bravely for six more years, mostly off the coast of France and in the North Sea. Again he was responsible for a clever action re​sulting in the capture of a French frigate. On the 4th June, 1814, he was promoted to be Rear-Admiral, but his promotion also terminated his naval career for he saw no more active service.
He retired and, on 31st July, 1817, he married the Honourable Mrs. Carlton, widow of Colonel the Hon. George Carlton, who had been killed in India, and daughter of Henry King, of Westmoreland. He died on 15th June, 1826, at the early  age  of 58.
