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Famous Claremen
Major Somerset Bolton

Major Somerset Bolton, who in 1896 was promoted to be Military Knight on the Royal Foundation in room of the late Col Ivey served for many years as chief commandant of Accra and official representative of the British government for the eastern settlements of the Gold Coast, and during the years 1867-68 he successfully conducted three expeditions into the interior of Africa against some hostile kings and chiefs. For his services he was officially thanked by the Duke of Buckingham  and Chandos, the then secretary of state for the Colonies, and the Duke of Cambridge in a Horse Guards’ general order expressed “his satisfaction at the admirable manner in which these difficult duties were carried out by the officers and men under Major Bolton’s command.”

In 1869-70 and 71 Major Bolton did good service during the operations in Central America when he was mentioned in dispatches and thanked by the Colonial authorities in 1873 he accompanied Lord Wolsley to the to the coast of Africa as special officer, and served throughout the war. He was promoted to a company in the 72nd Highlanders and awarded the medal with clasp. He also served in Afghanistan under sir Frederick Roberts, afterwards Lord Roberts, and Sir Daniel Stewart, for which he received the medal. In 1881, the king of Ashantee having threatened to invade British territory, Major Bolton was selected was selected by the War Office to accompany the expedition, and proceeded to the coast with Sir Samuel Rowe. He held several important civil and military appointments in the West Indies, central America, East Indies, West coast of Africa, Cyprus ands other colonies.

HIS LINK WITH ENNIS. 
This Major Bolton was a first cousin of a Mr Charles P. Bolton who lived in Ennis. His father was the late Mr. Henry  Bolton who was brother of the late Rev peter Bolton, rector of Corofin, Mr. Henry Bolton lived for many years in Spanish Point and Major Bolton as a boy, with  four  brothers was educated at  the Leconfield  Estate School   Glendine, Miltown Malbay.   After   the   family left   about   1856 the eldest, Alic, joined   the   Cape Mounted Rifles and died in South Africa. Others of  them went to Australia, and Somerset joined the army, where he distinguished himself and lived to enjoy the honours due to a brave Clareman.

