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LOSS TO CLARE

Death of Mr T. G. Bourke.
SORROW AMONGST COLLEAGUES.
It    is    with   deep    regret we have to announce the death on Ascension  Thursday of Mr. Thomas Garry Burke, Co. , for almost half a century one of the best known  and  most  widely esteemed figures in the public life of the county. Essentially   a   "man  of the people,"   he fought  their battles throughout his long career with tenacity  and courage, and. although he did  not live to see the full attainment of all their hopes and desires, he was rejoiced to think that he had been enabled to assist them towards a measure of National and  economic independence. “'Garry" Burke,   as he was generally known, had a unique distinction at the outset of his public career, He and his father sat together as members of the old Kilrush  District Council — an extraordinary tribute by the electors to  the confidence reposed in     them and the esteem in which the family   was    held. When   that   body   was   abolished   "Garry'" Burke continued to represent  on  the Co. Council the area in   which he lived, and on   the premier body as well as on the subsidiary Committees  to which he was appointed, he maintained consistently his record for sincerity of purpose, his National outlook on all questions,  and courage in the expression of his opinions. Except for serious illness he never missed a meeting. Despite the dangers   of the times and the difficulties of travel from Clonlaheen, Doonogan,  he was at  almost every meeting of the peripatetic County  Council, which strove to conduct    local administration in accordance with the will of the people during  the Black  and Tan regime. "Garry" Burke  hated anything in the shape of injustice or selfishness. He was always on the side of  what he deemed fair play and his word was his bond.    He was a devout Catholic, and often on his long journeys to Ennis, might be seen  ''shortening the  road" by telling a decade of his beads.
There was a great gathering at his funeral to Coore on Friday. The local authorities and their staffs were strongly represented and their muster would have been even    larger if the  sad news of “Garry'' Burke's death and the burial  arrangements could  have reached them earlier. Every household within a big radius swelled the concourse and the cortege was of really remarkable proportions.
Sincere sympathy is extended by all ranks and classes to the widow and family in their bereavement and with it we take this opportunity of  associating ourselves. In our news columns for many years, the name of "Garry" Burke has been prominent. His words and  his actions were always on the side of truth and honesty and kindly consideration and we do not know that anyone can hope for a finer epitaph.
At the Solemn Requiem Mass in Coore Church on Friday, the officiating clergy
Were — Rev. P. Hayes, C.C., celebrant; Verv Rev. P. O’Halloran. P.P.. Mullagh; Rev.  D. Kelly, C.C.,  do.;   and  Rev. M.  McKenna,  Adm.. Cross.
The chief mourners at the funeral  were—Mrs.  Mary Burke (widow);    Pat Joe   (son); Kitty,  Maureen (daughters); Mrs. Hogan and Mrs. O'Loughlin  (sisters); Michael Lynch  (brother-in-law); Mrs. Nancy  Coote, Peggy,  Mary, Claire, Nora    Lynch  (nieces);   John Lynch  and Frank  Coote (nephews).
Senator T.V. Honan represented An Taoiseach.

Mass   Cards   were   sent   by—His  heart​broken wife  and  family; Tim and Mrs. McCarthy,   Clohanbeg; Considine  family, Ennis  Road, Miltown Malbay; Hayes family, Coore;  Hanrahan   family, Poulcam; Dohertys, Coore; Clearys,  The Hand; Egans, Killernan; T. and  N. Griffin, Clounlaheen; M. Griffin,  do.; Michael Lynch,      Kilmaley; Sextons, Powerstown;  McGuanes, Coore East; Flanagans, Shanaway;  P.   P. Flynn, Miltown    Malbay;  Dooleys, Mount Scott;; Greenes,  Craggane; D. Griffin, Clounlaheen;  A. Burke, do.; Tom Kelly, Broomhill,  Kilrush;    M. Sexton,   Powerstown; Dan  McParland, Ennis; Art O'Donnell, Ennis; John and Mrs. Corry,   Mullagh; Dan and  Mrs. Garrihy,  Ennistymon; the O’Brien family, Leeds;  Michael   Killeen, Clounlaheen; P. Mungovan.   do.;  J. and B. Breen.  do.;  Delia Burke,    Miltown Malbay;   Maggie Lucy Downes, Kildimo: Mrs Joe Burke. Miltown Malbay; Dr. and Mrs Corry,  Quin;  Mrs. McNamara. Mullagh;   Alice O'Donnell,  Matron, Mental Hospital;  B. and S. O'Halloran.  The Hand;  M. O'Dwyer,     Lahinch: Tim Donnellan, Dunogan; Michael and Nurse Considine, MiItown Malbay;  O'Hallorans, Knoeknaboula;  Reidys, The Hand; the Jones family, Miltown Malbay:  Peter and Nurse Flanagan, Kilmihill; Tom and M.K.. O'Gorman.  N.T., Mount Scott;  the Casey family, Quiity; Taltys, Dunogan: D. O'Halloran, The Hand;   McNamaras, Ballymakea;  Sextons, Mt. Scott; Lynch family, Fairyhill;   Seumas Mac Dubhain, Kilrnihil: Egans,  Clounlaheen; O'Hallorans,  Clounlaheen;    Brodys, Kilmurry Ibrtekane; S. and J. Sexton, Ballymakea; Tim and Mrs.  Moloney,   N.T., Spanish Point; P. Kelly. Rath;  J. T. Griffin, Clounlaheen;   Michael Moroney,    Coore; Martin  O'Leary, Boulaveg;  the Walsh family,  Moyglass; John Linnane,  Poulcam;  Nancy and  Frank Coote, Ennis; Ellie and Denis O'Loughlin,  Killernan; Mrs. O’Halloran. Mt.  Scott;  McCarthy familv, Clounlaheen; Nora Scales,  Dunogan;  Misses M. B. and A. O'Brien, England; Tom and Honor Coote,   Ennis: P. J. Hillery, Miltown Malbay;  T. A. Lynch, solicitor, Bindon Street, Ennis; Pat   Moroney,  Coore; Tom  and Dillie McMahon,  Co. Hospital; Stephen Scales, Dunogan;  J.  B. Lynch, solicitor, Bindon St.;  K.  and   Con  Curtin, Mt. Scott; Cathleen  O'Brien, Leeds: Michael and Mary McAuliffe, Dunogan; Mary  Taltv, Dublin; Mrs.  J.  B. Lynch,  Bindon  St.; O'Dohertys, Cloonadrum;  John Griffin. Clounlaheen; McMahons,  Coore East; Mrs. Hogan, Clonroad;   Mrs.  F. Greene. Mullagh;  Joe Sexton, Mullagh:  Nellie and  Dr. Hillery,  Miltown  Malbay;  Maria Donlon, Mullagh; Killeens, Coore; M. and Lena  OBrien,  Miltown  Malbay; Joe Moroney,  Maghera; P. J. Hurley  and Emilv, Miltown; Scullane family, Clounlaheen;  the Clerical Staff of the Clare Co.Council;  O'Donnell family,  Tullycrine: Maire O’Duffy, Technical School, Miltown; T. Carmody,  Kilcommon:    J.    McMahon,  Miltown;   P. Griffin. Creevagh..
Acknowledgment.
Through the medium of the "Clare Champion” Mrs. Garry Burke and family desire to return their sincere thanks to all who expressed their sympathy with them in their recent bereavement, to all who made personal calls or attended the funeral services, or sent messages of sympathy.
BOARD'S  SYMPATHY.
At    Monday's  meeting of the Clare Board of  Health, The Chairman Mr. John Fahy  proposed a vote of sympathy with the widow and family of the late Mr. T. Garry Burke, Vice Chairman of  the  Board,  of whose death, he said they had all heard with regret. Mr. Garry Burke had been a long time connected withy the public life of the county, being one of the oldest members of the council and he had always given devoted service to the people of Clare. He had a great grasp of local administration and, throughout a long
career  had   always   been   noted for his punctual attendance at meetings. .Even in bad weather and without the facilities of train or bus, he rarely missed a meeting of the bodies with which he was connected  and his colleagues, who held him in great   regard,  deeply deplored his loss.
Mr.   William  O’'Donnell, seconding, said Mr.   Garry  Burke   was one  of their most highly esteemed members.
Mr. T. Chambers  said he was greatly grieved at the loss of an old friend in Mr.  Garry   Burke.
Mr. Sean Hayes, endorsing the remarks of  previous speakers, said that not  only
the members of the Board of Health but all  the members of the Co, Council
sincerely regretted the  loss they  had sustained by the death of Garry Burke.
A man of great sincerity. Garry Burke had a deep sense of Nationality and love
of country;  that quality always marked his personality and his household. Personally, he (Mr. Hayes) was sincerely sorry for Mr. Garry Burke’s death and regretted that, owing to his not hearing the sad news in time, he had been unable to    attend the funeral to pay a last tribute of respect.
Mr.   Sean   Brady, Chairman of the Co. Council, said that he too regretted he had   not  had  an opportunity  of attending the funeral to show his sorrow at the loss of an   esteemed colleague,  whose death had touched them all deeply. Mr. Garry Burke had been associated with the public administration of Clare for some 45 years and. throughout that long period, had won a  high reputation, for honesty, straightforwardness and sincerity of| purpose. Of strong personal convictions, Mr. Garry Burke frequently livened up the proceedings at Council meetings but he never bore ill-will against any man. Mr. Shalloo said Mr. Garry Burke was an outstanding personality in public life and they would greatly miss him. Mr. Melody and Mr. Shannon also expressed their regret at Mr. Garry Burke's death, by which they had lost an old  and valued  friend.
Dr. G. P. McCarthy, Co. M.O.H. and Mr. John Quinn, Secretary, associated themselves with the vote of sympathy,  which was passed in silence.
The Board adjourned after transacting one  item of urgent  business.
