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RECALLING THE QUILTY OF LONG AGO:

With the recent death of Mr. John Patrick O Boyle, Quilty goes much of the history and traditions of the past. 
Mr. O Boyle was an exemplary Catholic, having a strong devotation to the mass, the family, the rosary and the First Fridays. He was one of the first members of the Legion of Mary and he had a high sense of integrity in all his dealings.  
Before the Church in Quilty was built, he walked regularly to Mass in Mullagh. After the wreck of the Leon in 1907, a collection for the fishermen who saved the crew was made locally and from local American emigrants.  Rev Fr. Ned Scanlon CC. took charge of the collection and got the Quilty church built from the money collected. Mr O Boyle participated in the building of the Church. Helping in  the blasting of the rocks in the strand close to his house and drawing these to the Church. A fire was lit on the large rocks. At the turning of  the tide the rocks split open leaving  a smooth surface. These were used, especially in the buttresses of the Church, Local people gave their labour free.

In 1912 he held a Government position as Paymaster General for the Congested Districts Board for Ireland. managing the  mackerel and herring-curing station at Seafield Pier. On Sept. 11. 1912 he received a consignment of 60 herring nets from Scotland and on Sept 24th 150 fish barrels arrived in Quilty from Derry. At that time there was a fleet of up to fifty three-man canoes, all bearing saints names landing the fish at Seafield Pier The saints names included: St. Theresa. St. Joseph, St. Patrick. St. Mary. St. Michael. St. Agnes, St. Bridget, St. Claire. St. Vincent, St. Martin, St. Eva, St. Felix, St.John,. St. Diana, St. Denis. St Luke. St. Helen. St.  Lucy. St.  Laurence.  St. Susan. St.  Keelin. At that time 1 canoe would earn up to £100 a week. The wives of the fishermen cut and washed the fish. These were put  in layers in barrels and pickled and then shipped to America. 

In 1918 when the Black 'Flu swept across the world and is estimated  to have caused up to 20 million deaths,  these women were expos​ed to the elements with  their hands in pickle all day, but not one of them caught 'flu. Many of them were noted for their sean- nos style of singing. At the out​break of World War 1 many of the fishermen joined the English Navy. In the early 1920's the American market ceased.

Mr. .0’Boyle had been shipping  agent for the Cunard White Star Line and the Hamburg-American Line -since 1908. He started in business in Quilty in 1916. He was one of the first people in the area to own a motor car, which was the Model T in those days.

He sold petrol at 10 old pence a gallon, he exported eggs which he bought from  local farmers and also firkins of home-made butter. He  travelled to Galway to  buy half sides of Galway sheep and sold this mutton across the counter. He had a bakery and delivered bread to surrounding districts. At the outbreak of the Civil War he had forty tons of white flour in stock. Merchants came from as far as Dublin to buy some. 

Mr. O Boyle was Clare agent for the Irish Sea Fisheries Association during the 1930s . As well as the local fishermen there was a number of motor boats from Kerry fishing from Seafield Pier Their catch included turbet and ling. which were sent by early morn​ing train from Quilty Railway Sta​tion to the Dublin Fish Market. The ice for this fish came from Ennistymon Creamery. All motor boats were owned by the Assoc​iation, Mr. O'Boyle was respon​sible for the maintenance of the boats, and accounting to the Ass​ociation for all earnings.

He was agent for kelp buying in Co. Clare from 1913 onwards. Two types of seaweed were burnt in a kiln in the making of kelp. When cooled this was put in bags, to be used later for obtaining iodine. Mr.  O ‘Boyle sent samples of kelp to Galway University for testing. From 1936 to 1940 he worked in conjunction with Pro​fessor Thomas Dillon, Head of the Chemical Laboratory at Galway university in a seaweed experiment He collected samples of various seaweeds on the shore for this ex​periment. In 1953 he sent samples of seaweed to England for chemi​cal tests.

Mr O’Boyle also sent lobsters to Belgium at this time. these were packed in sawdust in fish boxes, and sent from Quilty Station. In later years he was Co. Clare agent for Bord Iascaigh Mhara, and also the Clare agent for the buying of searods. He bought these searods on the shores of Coosheen. Corbally, Fodra, Rhynagonnacht, Carrowmore, Seafield, Quilty, Span​ish Point, Clohanes and Liscannor. The wet rods were chopped at Quilty. Doonbeg, and Lahinch Rail​way Stations, loaded In wagons and sent by rail to Galway. In later years the searods were dried and then stacked beside the shore. Since the closing down of the West Clare Railway in 1961 they have been taken by lorry to the factory In Kilkerrin, Co. Galway.

Mr. O'Boyle was an expert veg​etable gardener, and had a great knowledge of the different breeds and diseases of cattle and horses. People of his time had a tradit​ional knowledge of the various wild herbs which they used as cures for many ailments. As a young man he kept a number of Dexter cows which were noted for being very economical to feed, and valued house cows. He grew flax in his garden and his mother and sisters spun it into thread to make their own bed quilts, He made straw mats for the door​steps, Later in life he made a tram​mel net by hand From his study of the sea and clouds  he could forecast the weather three days in advance. Before World War 1 his mother had a number of gold sovereigns which were kept in the stock of a cart wheel. These stocks were used by the fireside.

He had an extensive knowledge of the history and traditions of the past. He had many stories of evictions in West Clare, and stories concerning the close relationship of priests and people. On one oc​casion a number of canoes were caught in a storm at sea. The parish priest arrived and after saying some prayers the sea calm​ed down immediately. When all the fishermen were safe on shore, the sea rose up again. On many other occasions the priests were the counsellors of the people. He had stories about horse racing on the strand from  Quilty  to Sug​ar Island. This strand was a sandy beach until the sand was drawn away.

He was also an accomplished traditional violinist. As a young man walked to the country  dances to dance the sets in the old traditional style- He main​tained that the beauty and life of the rhythm of Irish Dance music was destroyed by the speed at which it is taken at the present day.

The Irish Language was not taught in schools when he was a  young boy at school in the 1890s. He left school at the age of twelve. He had a great love of Irish which he learned from the old fishermen as they conversed and counted the fish through Irish. He had his name written in Irish on his horse cart, and was ord​ered to remove it by an English officer. In later years he wore the fainne and loved to chat in Irish with anyone he met. He had a keen interest in all branches of Gaelic culture, especially in modern Irish history.

Solas na bFhlaitheas dá  anam uasal.

