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The Irish Press, Tuesday, Sept 23, 1947
WHO MADE THE U.S.A
The Second of Two Articles by MALACHY  HYNES
Mr U.S. Tory the anti-Irish Lord- Speaker, claims that America is an Anglo-Saxon country. In the previous article I have shown that the wide, diversified and very American stretch of the America I myself lived in for fifteen years showed very little or absolutely no trace of pre-eminently Anglo-Saxon instigation, though New York, Duluth, Milwaukee. Chicago, Denver, San Diego, Los Angeles, San Francisco and Tucson are regarded as typically American cities by the generality of Americans. The species, Mr. U. S. Tory, I am glad to say, is not, from my experience, of the generality of Americans, no more than the Ku Klux Klans-men are of the generality of Americans; but, somehow he has the power to make his Voice heard and uses it at every opportunity to hurt Irish-American relations
The main nub of Mr. U. S. Tory's Master-Race thesis is that America is, body and soul, of colonial New England stork: all other development there is just an accessory after this awe-inspiring fact! He will probably claim that, not having lived in New England, I know nothing of America. So now we go with him into his Lion's Den, As it were!
Although too preoccupied in my early emigrant stage with the exigencies of theU.S. present-tense, to have any time to ponder on its past, New Eng​land was one of the places I hoped to see. My cousin, Mr. Malachy Marrinan, of Miltown-Malbay, who had spent 35 of his years in the U.S.A., once lived in Woburn, Mass., and there met descendants of some relatives from our hometown who played their part in the early development of this erstwhile Pilgrim colony.
Returning home, I discovered a, well;- thumbed copy of the Souvenir Memorial (1642-1892), of the 250th Anniversary of Woburn, Mass., which gave me an insight into American history of which any Irish person should be proud, especially after read​ing something the Voice, Mr. U. S. Tory, said about us re​cently.
Woburn. New England, on its inception twenty years after the Mayflower landed, was then almost a 100 per cent Anglo-Saxon settlement, named after Woburn (Bedfordshire), Old England. It lies ten miles north​west of Boston, where, you will recall, one of the alleged ances​tors of Mr. U. S. Tory got badly scalded at a Tea Party. To-day Woburn has the largest leather industry in New England and manufactories of diverse kinds. In 1642 its population was sixty. In 1940 it had grown to 19,751.
ENGLISH—.AT  FIRST
Who won this Anglo-Saxon American city. Mr. U. S. Tory?!
Yes. they were largely or Anglo-Saxon origins, the seven courageous pioneers who laid out Woburn's boundaries at be​tween sixpence and a shilling per acre: Church Commissioners Edward Johnson, Edward Con​verse, John Mousall, Thomas Graves, Ezekiel Samuel and Thomas Richardson, A n g 1 o -Saxon, too, were most of the 32 names affixed to the Town Orders, according- to Woburn historian J. A. Doyle, MA. Not one bad a "Mac", nor an "O" before his name, Mr. U.S. Tory will be glad to recall. So they staked their claim in the New World these pioneers. They fought the Indians and then the English, and the brave Asahel Porter and Daniel Thompson fell at Lexington; so too holding that "all men are created equal," they fought for Americanism throughout the Revolution. Between these violent assertions of its rugged American individualism. Woburn tended its agriculture and its leather industry.
But, its growth was very slow. At the Declaration of Indepen​dence it had only 1,690 inhabi​tants, and by 1830,  only   1,977. 
By the way, Mr. Tory, did you know that Thornton, Taylor and Smith, three of the signers of the Declaration of Independ​ence, were Irish-born; that McKean, Read and Rutledge were of Irish parents; that Lynch and Carroll were grand​sons of Irishmen; that Whipple and Hancock were of Irish descent on their maternal side; that it was an Irishman who so proudly read that, document for the first time, after an Irishman printed it? But it would hardly matter whether or not you knew this Mr. Tory, for your type would still hate us Irish with​out caring why, as your proto​type, the colonial Puritan fana​tics, hated everyone who dared to believe in any God, except a Puritan God: hated them with such sadistic perversion that they hanged Mary Dyer and cut the ears off her Brethern, because they were Quakers, in 1660; and they also hanged an old Irish lady, Mrs. Glover, in 1668, for the. opening round of their massed Salem witch-hunt, chiefly because she was Catholic. Its a great, pity you weren't around New England then, Mr. Tory you'd be the very man for the big game hunts of your bigoted prototype, Cotton Mather ! But some of his successors seem to have become publishers, so you can still in​dulge in a bit of modern-style witch-hunting, Mr, Tory.
THEN   IRISH   CAME
Political strife, was mounting in Ireland; then famine, came. Ireland's difficulties were America's opportunity, and wel​come was the stream of man​power that poured across the Atlantic. New England grew fat on our hungry ' 47. The stream rolled on, swelled further by the homelessness of Land League, evictions. And by the time of Woburn's 250th anniver​sary, in 1892, this place which started with 60 Anglo-Saxons had 13,449 Americans.
Whence, came they, Mr, U. S. Torv ?
Woburn's   Souvenir   Memorial will tell us.
Let us look through the advertisements first to find out who were then running the city’s business. In the U.S.A. everyone in business advertises in such patriotic publications. Amongst the 81 concerns in the book's advertising columns we find these names: Mahern, Murphy, Keane, French, Dean, Aiken, Breslin, Lyons, McDonald, Pierce, Maloney, Martin, O’Neill, Moore, Callaghan, Connolly, Gregory,Heffernan. Scally, Lynch, Carroll, McLaughlin,, Maddigan, Doherty, McGovern, Raftery & Martin, Cranny & McLaughlin, Dougherty. Tehan, McConnell, Corry, Reade.
Who were ruling this typically Colonial American place 55 years ago, Mr. Tory? The Mayor was Edward Everett Thompson, who could with pride trace himself back to James Thompson, Salem, pioneer, in 1630. But four of Anglo-Saxon Woburn's Aldermen were not of Anglo-Saxon origin— John J. Walsh, Edward H. Walsh, Patrick Daly and David F. Moreland. The latter's father, David S. came from a north Irish county, and his mother was Elizabeth Hynes, daughter of Michael Hynes of Miltown-Malbay and sister of Kate Hynes, who married one of Woburn's most prominent business, intel​lectual and political leaders, Mr. Patrick Crehan, of the same Clare town, of whom more herein. Mr. Moreland, born in South Boston, in 1857, after graduating from Eliot School, Boston, completed his education in the College of l'Assomption, in Canada, and at St. Mary's Jesuit College. He was Woburn's City Clerk since it became a city and also served in the Legislature.
The Walsh's were born in Woburn; but Daly came from Ballyshannon, Co. Donegal, in 1848, and entered New England's growing leather business, as did other Irish emigrants.
Of the eleven members of the Common Council, six bore Irish names--John O'Donnell, James A, McEvoy, Charles J. Quigley, Frank B. Waldron and Michael Meagher: all American-born except Mr. Meagher, who came from the Aran Islands.
Woburn's Collector of Taxes was John G. Maguire, attorney-al-law; its superintendent of waterworks was Louth-born P. L. Crilly; its city physician, James H. Conway; its water commissioner, Francis P. Curran, former lawyer and newspaper​man; its head of the School Committee, Thomas D. Hevey, of Dublin, twice State represen​tative; and its Postmaster, and foremost; banker was Kilkenny-born Laurence Reade.
But Woburn's Irish were not all entirely engrossed in politics. The Souvenir Memorial tells of one, Peter Kenny, one of the earliest of the Irish settlers, born in Ballinasloe, who came to Woburn in 1854, "at a time when the adopted citizens could easily be counted." Mr. Kenny was in the leather business. One of his sons became an editor of the powerful  Boston Globe.
" No man ever did more to advance his race," the book stated. " During' the Land League agitation, Mr. Kenny was a pronounced Home Ruler, and speakers who came here to labour for the Cause well re​member his hospitality and liberality."
Another pioneering business man of whom Woburn was especially proud at this time had the un-Anglo-Saxon name of Patrick Crehan. The Memorial glorifies this Irish emigrant on two pages, twice as much as it gave to Benjamin Harrison, one of the three U.S. Presidents whose ancestors were cradled in Woburn. Opposite a whole-page picture, the book states:
" Patrick Crehan was born in Milltown-Malbay, Co. Clare, Ireland, 1822. He attended the National Schools and studied under a classical teacher, after which he entered business. His efforts were attended with success but, with the troubles of 1848, being identified with the Young Ireland Party, he was obliged to close out his business and emigrate to America. After a few years spent in South Boston he removed to Woburn where he remained until his death, in 1882,       He opened a clothing store and became one of the successful merchants of the town. He was twice the candidate of   the Democratic Party for town treasurer and select​man. He was a prominent member of the Irish Literary and of St. Charles Catholic Total Abstinence Societies, and one of the representative men of his race, ever striving to advance its interests. Mr. Crehan, by the advocacy of Ireland's cause in 1848 was obliged to sacrifice business interests of great importance, yet he never regretted the action he had taken for the welfare of his native land."

In our National Library I found confirmation of Woburn's tribute to one of its Irish emigrants, in the Limerick Chronicle,  August  23, 1848:

"At the Miltown-Malbay petty sessions, Mr. Patrick Crehan, proprietor of a Repeal Reading Room in the town, was earnestly warned by Mr. Little, R.M., on the part of the Bench, against encouraging meetings of a Confederate Club in his premises and advised to respect the law against such disaffected contributions." In one of its previous issues this paper described how all West Clare then flamed.

TORY DEBUNKED

Such   political  refugees,  Irish and otherwise, have always been welcome tinder to America's patriotic fires: as it  was after '48, so it was after '98, when they led the opposition to the too British-minded Federalists and lined up with Jefferson's party. Good Americans, these ‘98 rebels were: Edward D. White, a grandson of one of them, became the Chief Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court in1910. The Germans were coming,
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A century ago Mr. Patrick Crehan, of Miltown-Malbay, had to flee to the U.S.A., owing to his political activities. As in ‘98, as in '47, as in the Land League times, Ireland's difficulty's were the manpower - short , U S.A.'.s opportunities, and to-day the influence of our Patrick Crehan still persists even in New England.
too, for the same reason as the Patrick Crehans.  
As you do not scorn to recognise any European contribution to American development but that of your own   suppositious Master Race, it is interesting to know what happened to these two  brands of “foreigners” as you would like to style them, Mr. U.S. Tory. 

Says William Dwight Whitney in his Who Are The. Americans:  "The Germans and Irish are now predominantly in about the fourth generation in America. The heaviest wave of immigration from both countries came in the middle   years of the last century, after the Irish famine of the forties and the repression of the German liberal revolution of 1848.       Of course, there has  been a fairly continuous inflow from both countries, but predominately they have been in America  a long time… and they are as completely 'American' as anyone who traces his ancestry to England or Scotland."
Mr. Whitney, may I please add:
"Much more American than this self-asserted 100-per cent. American,"  Mr. U. S. Tory, the super Anglo-Saxon phone, who is at heart so very, very sorry that he wasn't, born an  Englishman.
