Clare Champion 18th February 1941.
MILTOWN NOTES

Ordained to the priesthood.

The ordination took place on Dec. 22 at Newry Cathedral, of Rev. Andrew O’Rourke, only son of Mr. and Mrs John  O’Rourke, Gortbrack, Miltown Malbay. The ordaining prelate was Most Rev. Dr. Mulhern, Bishop of Dromore, who also conferred Holy Orders on nineteen other members of the African Missions Society, Cork.

Rev. Father O’Rourke celebrated his first mass in St. Joseph’s Church, Miltown Malbay on Monday 23rd December. He was assisted by Rev. Father Neylan, C.C.  and after the mass the young priest gave his blessing to the big congregation present, including many members of his own family. We offer our respectful congratulations to Fr. O’Rourke on the high dignity he has attained and pray that the arduous work of his ministry will be light upon his shoulders and bear abundant fruits. Ad Multos Annos.

“An Doctuir”

A short bi-lingual play under the above title was produced by the students attending the Vocational School night classes in the Parochial Hall, shortly before Christmas.

The play was an outstanding success and drew a packed house. All the members of the caste were excellent in their various parts and, for an amateur production the standard of acting was exceptionally high. It was very noticeable that the players were as much “at home” in the Irish parts as if they had been in English, and the audience showed by its appreciation and applause that it found no difficulty in following the story, even though Irish was for the most part the medium used. This marks a decided advance in the progress of the revival of the Irish language, both in the homes and schools of the district, and the promoters of this important branch of our National culture deserve to be congratulated on the success of this, their first venture in providing a programme of entertainment in which the Irish Language was given its fit and proper place. It is to be hoped that they will continue the good work by repeating their efforts in the near future.
The following comprised the caste of “An Doctuir”: The Misses Kitty Hogan, Maura McMahon, Kitty Flynn and Celia Malone, and Messrs Thomas Browne, P.J. Hurley, Martin Fox, Michl. Shannon and Michael St. John.

The play was preceded by a first-class variety programme of songs, dances, characterisations in costume and which also included a short sketch entitled: “Ní Cearta go Posta” which was performed entirely in Irish by members of the Vocational School Day Classes. The youthful performers were confronted with a difficult task, knowing that the majority of the audience did not understand Irish, but splendid acting on their part overcame this difficulty as could be judged by the spontaneous applause of the audience. The caste included Cait Ní Mhaluin, Aine Ní Fhrighil, Maire Ni Flannagain, Micheal O Briain, Padraig O Maoluin, Seosamh Mac Mathghamhna, Sean O Cleirigh, Art Mac Coinnigh, Seamus O Diolluin.
The most remarkable feature of the concert programme was the “surprise” items contributed by Mr. Tom Fitzgerald and Mr. Bill Cunningham, of Kilmihil. Those talented comedians had the house in roars of laughter and they received a wonderful reception on there their first appearance in Miltown. The other contributors were:- Rev, Fr. Kelly, C.C. Misses K. Hogan, K Flynn, Peg Moroney, C. Sharkey, K Malone, T Kerin, M Flynn, N Sharkey and T Kelly and Meessrs. P. Hennessy, B. O Higgins, N.T. Mtn Fox, Ml. St. John, D O’Sullivan and Masters T. Moloney, M power, and J. Galvin.
Mr J. Fitzpatrick, N.T. was a very capable M.C.

Rev. Fr. Kelly, C.C. brought the proceedings to a close by thanking the audience – first in Irish and then in English. He said that Vocational Schools were pioneers in culture of the kind they had just witnessed, as well as in crafts. He was glad to state, he said, that the Miltown Vocational school was a pioneer in another way, inasmuch as part of the proceeds of their entertainment were being given to the Parish Council, this being the first contribution towards the Parish Emergency Fund.
RETIREMENT OF POPULAR MILTOWN TEACHER

Mis Gretta Millar, who has held the position of assistant teacher in the Mltown Malbay Girls’ National School has retired on pension, having completed the full statutory period.
Always recognised as highly efficient teacher, Miss Millar will be long remembered for her zeal and untiring efforts in the educational interests of her young charges.

Now that she has laid down the burden of office and enters on a well-earned rest, she carries with the grateful affection of her many pupils – those of past years , as well as those to whom she has just bid farewell. We express the hope that Miss Millar may, in the years to come, enjoy in full measure the reward of work well and nobly done.

NEW TEACHER APPOINTED

Miss Mary Comer, Lahinch, has been appointed assistant in the Miltown Malbay Girls’ National School, in succession to Miss G. Millar, recently retired.

Parish Council  WHIST DRIVE.
A very enjoyable whist drive was held in the vocational School on 3rd January there were 15 tables which is well up to the average for Miltown, where whist does not seem to have “caught on” as well as in other centres 
The   prize-winners were: Ladies, 1st prize, Miss  M.  E.  Vaughan;  2nd  prizej Mrs. D. Comerford;    Miss D.       Ahern, Ennistymon, tied for 2nd prize. Gents 1st prize, Mr. Jim Burke, Ennistymon; 2nd prize Mr. Gallagher, Central Hotel. The hidden score prize for ladies was won by Miss Peggy  Moroney, Ennis Road.
During the interval an enjoyable tea was served  by the  Ladies' Committee of the   Miltown   Irish   Red   Cross.
