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From The IRISH TIMES 17th January 1863

Accident from Lightening and Wonderful Escape of Family.—Miltown Malbay, January 14th 1863.—At half-past seven o'clock on Tuesday morning, during the prevalence of a heavy squall accompanied by torrents of rain  and hailstones, the house of a farmer named Patrick Fox, residing on the property of William O’Connell, Esq, at Carrowduff, within a mile of Miltown, in this county was struck by lightening.   It entered in at the gable which it in  part threw down, Killed two cows and a donkey which were tied at that end of the house, and  un​fortunately that poor man's only property. It then passed through the partition wall into the kitchen, the floor of which it tore up and rooted in various directions  smashing and burning everything which attracted it. From thence it passed into the sleeping apartment where the family lay in bed, again rooted up the floor, shattered passages through the walls and actually burned part of the cotton nightcap which Fox wore on his head, without doing him or the family any personal injury, The electric fluid then passed out through the window close to his head. About ten minutes previous to the thunderstorm striking the house, Mrs Fox called on the servant maid to milk the cows to bring to early market. The girl, which was unusual with her, was dilatory in complying and thus providentially, her life was saved; for had she obeyed at once, there is no doubt she would have shared the fate of the cattle. The flash was immediately succeeded by a terrific crashing peel of thunder, the reverbations of which , echoed by the clouds and neighbouring mountains shook the houses in the town to their very foundations, shattering the glass in windows, cowing the hearts of the timid and sending many at the ‘double quick’ tot heir morning devotions. – Clare Journal.
