www.ddebarra.ie
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Miltown Hails Golf Champion
P.    J.    LEYDEN    GETS    ENTHUSIASTIC    RECEPTION
THE people of Miltown Malbay turned out in force to hail golf champion P. J. Leyden, local garage proprietor, when he arrived back from Lahinch after retaining the South of Ireland Amateur Championship title which he has now won three times.

The local Pipe Band met him outside the town. Bonfires blazed, and torch lights were prominent in front of his Ennis Road home. Golfers from the Spanish Point Club carried him on their shoulders a half-mile to the house.
He was proud, not alone for him​self, but also for the residents of  his native town, said the re-crowned champion, to win the trophy for the third time and thereby bring honour to all the people of the parish of Kilfarboy. He thanked all who had given him the magnificent reception.
Winning the final 36 holes by a margin of 6 and 4 he repeated his 1953 victory over M. Power, Muskerry, Leyden looked well set for victory from the start of the first 18 holes. He displayed superiority only on the greens where Power's poor putting at an early stage pro​vided signs of letting him. down.
Leyden, after this achievement, cannot be far off recall to the Irish team from which he was dropped last year.
FULL  STORY   OF   FINAL
He won the first hole with an eagle three and followed up with a good pitch and a long putt to take the second after he had been in some trouble. Power, who took three putts at the second, repeated at the short third, this hole being halved in four.
The next four holes were also shared, but the Champion went four up by winning the eight and ninth in bogey figures. Power took three putts at the twelfth and his opponent got five in front. Power took the thirteenth and fifteenth but Leyden put in a strong finish to the morning session to take the last three holes in three, four and, five strokes.
The finalist spent over an hour practising his putting during the interval, and taking the first two holes of the afternoon it looked as if he had checked his fault. But the Clareman came to the fore again and winning the next hole, where Power failed from about three feet, seemed well set for  ultimate victory.

Power brought him to the thirty- second hole. Here he three-putted for the thirteenth time in the whole match. Leyden with his six-holes lead was undisputed champion of the South once more.
