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Exciting Scenes in "The Burned Store";          Many Arrests and Imprisonments
WE   published   last  week the   first   instalment of  the  report  of  what  was probably  one of  the most  exciting    meetings  held in Clare during the Land League days.  It   was the  meeting  arranged  to be  held  in  the town on  Sunday,  April  8th, 1888,  but  the authorities  at the time proclaimed  it, and the meeting was held in the "Burned Store" where there was a fierce encounter between military, police and civilians.
This week we give the concluding  instalment  which   is no less interesting, and it also gives an account of the suppression of a meeting  that was arranged the same day Kilrush and which was to have been addressed by Mr. John Redmond, M.P., and other speakers.  
 Seventy-four arrests were made in the yard and store buildings. Several people escaped from the yard in the first onslaught by creeping down a drain full of water, and others who tried to climb over the  walls were beaten down with the butt-ends of rifles by the Derbyshires, who had taken possession of the lanes opening on to the streets,  charging on all sides the spectators who were  endeavouring  to  obtain glimpses of the scenes in the store from   points   of   vantage.   Simms Lane and another small lane were repeatedly cleared at the point of the bayonet, and, while this skirmishing was being carried on and the people cleared away from the rere  of  the  dwellinghouses, there was some stone-throwing for which arrests were made.    News of the scenes having spread,  Rev. T. Hogan, Rev. M. B. Corry, Rev. J. Kelly and other clergymen appeared on the scene,  quickly followed by Messrs Davitt, Condon and O'Connor, who had just returned to town.
THE COLONEL MADE NO REPLY
Mr.   O'Connor, calling   aloud   to  Col. Turner, said: "I want to speak to you if you please."   Col. Turner made no reply.   Capt. Walsh said:  "You cannot  see him;   he  is engaged."    Mr. O'Connor, addressing Col. Turner, said: "I am told you are batoning the people, and I came to protest  against  it."    "We  will take you into custody," said Capt.J : Walsh.   "As soon as you please” replied Mr. .O'Connor.
Subsequently,   when   the   people arrested were being taken to the police barracks, Col. Turner said:  "If there is a stone thrown,, charge on them” “There is no stone being thrown," said Mr. O'Connor. Turn​ing around, Col. Turner gave the order: "Take that man into custody if he gives any more talk." Mr. Davitt and Mr. O'Connor, who re​mained on the ground until the people were let out of the store, accompanied them as far as the barrack, but were prevented from entering. The prisoners were then brought before Mr. Hodder, R.M. and their names having been taken, they were, with the exception of three, named Cassidy, Henchy and Barrett, who were charged with stone-throwing, discharged, to be summoned later. After this, matters calmed down very much and there  were no incidents of any interest except that the Hussars, when leav​ing town about 6 pm sang “God Save the Queen," “We Don't Want to fight” etc. The meetings at Miltown Malbay, Scariff,  Kilrush  and other places in the county were also prevented by the authorities. The men of the Clare Militia were by special orders, confined to barracks from the pre​vious Saturday afternoon and were not permitted to enter the town at all on Sunday. One of  the Hussars was on Sunday evening stoned by one of the Militiamen,
THE KILRUSH MEETING
The   meeting  of  the National League attempted to be held in the Square on the same Sunday as the  Ennis  meeting,  and  to have  been  addressed  by Mr.  John Redmond, M.P., and Mr. D. Crilly, M.P., was  violently suppressed by a large force of military and police under the  command of  Mr. Irwin,  RM. When Mr. Redmond and Mr. Crilly arrived from Ennis and put up in Williams' Hotel, they were at once waited on by the local police Sergeant, who told  them he had been instructed to serve a  copy of  the proclamation  on  the  hon. members.   "Well, do your duty and serve a copy on the hon. members," replied Mr. Redmond.  The Sergt., not knowing which of the six per​sons present were the Members of  Parliament, considered  for  a  few minutes and then withdrew. Shortly afterwards a young constable, who knew Mr. Redmond, handed the members for Wexford a copy of the proclamation.
From an early hour the Square was  occupied  by  a  small  detach​ment  of  the  Berkshire  Regiment and a large force of police drafted in from the various districts around.  At 2 o'clock three large contingents etc.'  arrived  from   Cooraclare,   Kilmihil and Killimer. They consisted prin​cipally of mounted men, headed by the priests of the different parishes, all wearing National League cards in their hats,  and they  were  re​ceived   with   loud   cheers   by  the people   assembled   in   the   Square. When the Kilmihil and Cooraclare contingents reached the town they found the entrances to it blocked  by a  cordon of police.    The contingents  attempted  to  force  their  way but were put back and called upon to disperse.    Rev. Fr. Glynn,  of Kilmihil,  said  they would not  disperse until they were shown that the meeting was proclaimed.   Fear​ing  a  disturbance,   Father  Glynn asked   the contingent   to   double .back.     This  they   did, and  by another  route  they  were  able  to enter the Square, where they were received   with   loud   cheers. The Resident  Magistrate ordered the Police to charge the crowd.   The police  immediately rushed  on the people.

FATHER   GLYNN   ATTACKED
One constable made an attack on Rev. Father Glynn, who was sitting on the outside car that he had arrived   on.     The   constable   at​tempted to drag him off the car but a young man used a stick on the constable with such effect that the constable had to give up his attack on the   priest. Amongst those injured in the charge were Michael Rowan, Ballykett;  Daniel Corbett, Kilrush; Thos. Qulnllvan, Ballymaccremen;   Patrick   Hassett, Tullaher, and a number of others whose names could not be assertained.                                           
Very Rey. Father Scanlan, p.p  addressing the people, advised them to go home and not give the police  a chance of attacking them.
Mr. Irwin said he would not allow any speeches.                         
Father    Scanlan —-This is  no speech; it is only an advice. The Clergymen  then  moved amongst  the  people, who, acting on the advice, moved out of town.

Meeting Held Outside
The people from the country districts when they returned from the town assembled at Coolpoice Hill and  here a meeting was held, Rev.   D.   Courtney,   C.C.,   Kilrush presiding. Resolutions were passed, amidst loud cheering. In the evening, ,Mr. Redmond and Mr. Crilly were entertained to dinner by Rev Father Dinan and the other clergy of the district.                                  
EXCITING SCENES IN SCARIFF
On the same Sunday, Mr. J. R. Cox, M.P., having announced his be intention to address his constituents at Scariff, arrangements were made be for a public meeting under the presidency of Very Rev. Matthew Kenny, P.P. In consequence of this, Father Kenny was visited by two constables on the eve of the meeting, who told him that, if the meeting was attempted, it would mean drafting extra police into the district.  They  further requested Father Kenny to instruct his parishioners to that effect. No notice of the suppression of the meeting having appeared in the "Gazette," many people imagined that it would not be interfered with.
The  11  o'clock  Mass  in  Scariff was attended  by Mr. Cox and Mr. Kilbride, who were to  have addressed   the    meeting.     Father Kenny addressed the congregation on the subject of the meeting and urged the people to act with peace and dignity under the guidance of their There were policemen seated behind Mr. Cox and Mr. Kilbride   in   the church,   and  they took notes of Father Kenny's remarks. The meeting was summoned for 2 o c. and  at  that  hour  an  exceedingly large concourse of people had assembled in the  grounds adjoin​ing Father Kenny's residence,   The intention was to proceed in marching order to the platform on the Square. Amongst those in the gathering along with Mr. Cox and   Mr.   Kilbride were Very Rev. M Kenny, P.P.; Very Rev. P Murphy, P.P. Bodyke;   Very rev. P McInerney, P.P.;  Rev J. Carey, Scariff;   Rev. John Hannon, C.C.  Bodyke;  Rev. Anthony Clancy, Professor, Diocesan College, Ennis;  Rev.  T.  Lynch,  C.C, Tulla; Rev Peter Quinn, C.C., Tulla; and Rev. John Scanlon, C.C. Killanena. 
A DELAY   IN  THE  MARCH      
Immediately the Police found there was a momentary delay in the anticipated march to the platform, they were ordered to charge down to the people. A considerable number of people were still on the roadside, and Mr. Cox and Mr. Kilbride hastened to be first, in order to stand between them and the police, who were followed by the soldiers.    The officer in charge of the first section of the Constabulary was Mr. Carey, and for a moment, the scene was one of intense excitement. The road in front of Father Kenny's entrance gate was blocked with men and women, and for a moment it seemed as though a scene of bloodshed was about to be enacted. Mr. Cox, Mr. Kilbride and some of the priests hurried to the front, where Mr. Carey held up his hand, which delayed the charge of  the Constabulary. Approaching Mr. Cox, Mr. Carey saluted and shook hands with him, and, in answer to a   question   from   him,   said   that Capt. Keogh was in absolute command.                                                ,
Capt. Keogh then arrived on the scene, and, after a lengthy discussion   with    Mr.   Cox,    the   latter addressed   those   present   and   informed them that the meeting had been proclaimed, and, if proceeded with, would be dispersed by force of   military and   police.     He told those present to go quietly to their  homes, not to indulge   in   any cheering or noise, and, by doing so, they would have won a victory.
The people at once obeyed.
THE   MILTOWN   MEETING        
On the same  Sunday,  a similar meeting was arranged for Miltown Malbay.   At 1.30 a waggonette con​taining  Rev.  P. White,  P.P.;   Mr. Jordan, MP. for West Clare,  and Mr. Wm. Abraham, M.P. for West Limerick:, proceeded to the place of meeting at Canada Cross.   As soon as Mr. Jordan began to speak, the police and military came in great  force, led by Major Waring, R.M,, in supreme charge,  and  District Inspectors Wynne, Moore and Rainsford.   Major Waring presented Mr. Jordan with a copy of the proclamation and called on the people to disperse.   After some hesitation, Fr. White left his car and advised the people to disperse.   Acting on the advice of Father White,   Father Stewart,  Father Garry, Father Hehir, and the Members of  Par​liament, the people quietly dis​persed. The number attending the meeting was 6,000, comprising the League branches of Miltown Malbay, Coor, Mullagh, Quilty, Doonbeg,   Ennistymon,   Inagh,   and   a number of other parishes.
EIGHTEEN   ARRESTS   IN ENNIS
A Special Court under the Crimes Act was held at the Courthouse, Ennis, on the Friday following to try cases in which eighteen of the persons arrested in the 'Burned Store" in Drumbiggle, after the meeting had been held, were defen​dants, charged with having taken part in an unlawful assembly    Mr. James Halpin, P.L.G.; Mr. Pat Carmody and Mr. S. J. Dunleavy were amongst those summoned, and, in the case of the latter gentleman there was a   second charge of assaulting Constable McNulty,  the  hearing of that charge  occupying  the entire day. The proceedings were watched throughout with the keenest interest by the large number of spectators who crowded the  Courthouse, amongst those present being: Mr. Kilbride, MP.; Rev   Fr. White,  P.P.;   Rev.  Fr. Little,  P.P., Sixmilebridge;    Rev. D. Fogarty,  Adm. Ennis;  Fr. Loughnane, P.P., Newmarket-on-Fergus;   Fr.  Corry C.C., Quin; Messrs James Halpin, Wm.   Halpin,  D.  O'Neill,  E. Finucane,   J.  P. Keane,   S.   Clancy,   P.  McInerney, etc.                                    
Mr. T. Harrington, M.P., B.L. instructed by Mr. T. Lynch, solicitor),  appeared for all the defendants;  while Mr. Hill, D.I. (instructed by Mr. Shannon, D.I., B.L.), prosecuted.                                                   
STONING  THE  POLICE 
After the Court had been declared constituted under the Criminal Law and Procedure (Ireland) Act,  Mr.Hill said he proposed to go on with the custody case, there being one in which three men were charged with stoning the police in the discharge of their duty.                                     
Mr. Harrington—Do I understand you   (addressing the Magistrates) are sitting as an ordinary Courrt or one under the Criminal Procedures Act?                
Capt. Keogh—I am here as a Justice of the Peace for the county  and I have come here to the ordinary sessions, and I know nothing about the Criminal Procedure Act officially. I see your difficulty Mr. Harrington, and I am entirely with you.

District Inspector Hill said that it was a fact the ordinary court was being held in another portion of the building, but that was because Mr. Hodder, who was acting executively on Sunday, did not wish to adjudicate in these cases.  
Mr. Harrington --He is acting I think, quite properly in doing that.
Capt. Keogh – I do not think he would be disposed to hear the cases under the circumstances.  
Mr. Hill—I will call the cases in the other Court. 
The prisoners — Barrett, Cassidy and Henchy were then removed to the ordinary Petty Sessions Court, where Mr. Hodder and Mr. Stacpoole were adjudicating,  the Crimes Act Court in the meantime adjourning for a short time to permit Mr. Harrington's appearing for the prisoners.   Mr. Hodder was not inclined to adjudicate in the case, and an application for an adjournment by.Mr. Harrington was acceded to and bail was accepted.
MR. DUNLEAVY   CHARGED

On resuming, the first case taken up was that of Mr. S. J. Dunleavy, against whom there were two charges—one for taking part in an unlawful assembly at Ennis in a proclaimed district, and the other for assaulting Constable John McNulty while in the discharge of his duty.
After hearing the evidence of a number of witnesses, Capt. Keogh said it was evident that Constable McNulty himself believed that a meeting of the National League was being held when he endeavoured to effect an entrance to the "Burned Store." A proclamation had been issued giving warning that, should a meeting be held, it would be dis​persed by force. The constable had said that, by direction of District Inspector Hill, he followed the reporters, who were supposed to be the best informed on matters apper​taining to public meetings gener​ally. The defendant, although with the Pressmen, did not appear to be acting in the capacity of a reporter.

Having referred to the circum​stances of the alleged assault Capt. Keogh said it was of a very trivial character, and the defendant being a very young man, the Bench had decided to take a very lenient view of the case. They would allow the defendant out on his own recog​nisances, to come up for judgement when called upon.
Mr. Dunleavy said he would give no personal security to come up for  judgement.
Capt. Keogh said, in that case, the Bench had no option but to pass a sentence of 14 days' imprisonment.
Mr. Harrington then asked the Court to state a case for the superior Courts, and, after con​siderable argument, the Court decided to do so.
MR.   JAMES   HALPINS   CASE
Mr. Jas. Halpin, P.L.G., Newmarket-on-Fergus,   was   next   charged with   having   taken   part   in   an illegal   meeting   at   the    "Burned Store" on Sunday, 8th April, 1888.  Evidence  was   given   by   Constable Watson, Sergt. Cronin and a number of other witnesses.  This trial lasted three days, and Mr. Halpin was sentenced to three   months' imprisonment. At the same Court, Mr. Patrick Carmody,  Relieving  Officer,  Ennis, was also charged with having taken part in an illegal assembly.               
Capt. Keogh announced that the Court could make no distinction between this case and Mr. Halpin's case, and, that being so, Carmody would be sentenced to three months' imprisonment also. An appeal  was  at once lodged, and. the defendant was admitted to bail. 

ANOTHER   NEWMARKET CASE 
Richard Moloney, of Newmarket, was also charged with having taken part in an illegal assembly in Ennis on 8th April, 1888. He was also charged with wearing a National League card in his hat. The defendant was described as  being a young man of respectable appearance and the son of a baker.
Sergt. Cronin gave evidence  to the effect that he had seen a large contingent from Newmarket assembled at   Quinlivan's Cross and the accused was wearing a large green card in the front of his hat.
Capt.   Keogh,   delivering   judgement,  said the defendant did not appear to  have  acted in a bad manner. He at first gave up his card, but later demanded it back again. He was a young man with nothing previous against his character, and the Court would let him off ………………………..
