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Royal Visitors Touched by Hospitality

KING Juan Carlos and Queen Sophia of Spain were deeply touched by the tremendous reception they received when they visited Clare last week. Prior to their departure from Shannon Airport on Thursday morning last, their Majesties let it be known that of the many places they visited during their four days in Ireland, the highlight was the few hours they spent in Spanish Point and Miltown Malbay.
Aside from the trip to West Clare, the King and Queen were also thrilled with their helicopter tour of the North Clare/Galway Bay area. Their guide was one of the county's best known historians, Mr. Naoise Cleary from Corofin and they were accompanied by the President and Mrs. Hillery and other dignatories.
Queen Sophia remarked to Mr. Cleary that she would have loved to have time to visit the Centre and see the genealogical records.
The journey continued to Mullaghmore, soon to be a National Park, and the King and Queen were fascinated to see the unfinished Famine Re​lief Road nearby. They were impressed by the karst limes​tone landscape and the rare  flowers and Mr. Cleary related many stories of the Burren and its people.
Moving on by Slieve Carran and Gortaclare Mountain, the royal visitors had a splendid view of Galway Bay and the City of the Tribes. Mr. Cleary said they were delighted to see the city which had such intimate associations with Spain. They listened keenly to his explanation of Galway's Spanish architecture and to his story of Christopher Col​umbus' reputed visit to the city to hear Mass before his historic voyage across the Atlantic.
The helicopter then flew over Slieve Elva and on by Ballinalacken Castle and came in low over Doolin. They then travelled to view the Cliffs of Moher and King Juan Carlos was reminded of similar cliffs near Cape St. Vincent in South Portugal. The final leg of the flight brought them across Liscannor Bay and on to Spanish Point.
On the return journey to Dromoland the Royal couple had an opportunity to fly over Doolough Lake and Mount Callan, and had a tremendous view of the Shannon and Fer​gus Estuary.
According to Mr. Cleary, the King and Queen were ex​tremely gracious and charm​ing and were deeply in​terested to learn about every aspect of Irish life.
The Spanish Royal couple dined with President and Mrs. Hillery and over forty other guests at Dromoland Castle on Wednesday night and were la​ter entertained by a harpist.
The King and Queen showed tremendous interest in the world-famous hotel and en​quired about its history.
Before departing from Shan​non Airport, King Juan Carlos, who was accompanied onto the tarmac by President Hillery, inspected a guard of hon​our from the 12th Infantry Battalion. As the Band of the Southern Command started to play the Spanish National Anthem, a twenty-gun salute was fired and there was a fly-past by four Air Force jets. The King then spoke briefly with the Tanaiste, Mr. Dick Spring and Foreign Affairs Minister, Mr. Peter Barry, be​fore boarding the Spanish air-force jet. As the plane taxied along the runway the King sat in the cockpit and waved farewell.
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Children of Moy Gaelscoil Band play for King Juan Carlos and President Hillery at Spanish
Point. Also in the picture is School Principal, Bean Ni Rochain.

[Teacher Una Uí Rócháin in centre, Deirdre De Barra whistle player on left]
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King Juan Carlos, escorted by Capt. James McNamara from Ennis, inspects a Guard of Honour from the 12th Infantry Battalion before departing from Shannon Airport.
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A time for giving the royal couple and President Hillery admire the gifts they received from the people of Miltown Malbay. Also in the picture are Canon Jerome Holohan and Mr. Brendan McKenna, President of the local Jaycees.
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Queen Sophia meets some young musicians and dancers in Miltown Malbay
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A radiant Queen Sophia waves to the crowd in Miltown Malbay
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King Juan Carlos chatting with piper Nick Adams after the traditional entertainment session in Miltown Malbay. Also in the picture is Eamonn Coyne, another musician.
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One of the lighter moments at Spanish Point as King Juan Carlos meets Nancy Donnelly from Kilkee and her Golden Labrador "Ross".
