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CLARE BAND WITH PROUD   RECORD
All-Ireland Champions For Second Year
THE members of the Kilfenora Ceili Band successfully defen​ded their title of All-Ireland Champions at the Music Festival in Ennis on Monday evening. The playing was remarkably good, and to those who understood music at its best, it was evident that the members had not taken their preparation for the contest lightly, and had spared no effort in putting together the very best combination.
Good musicians alone cannot make a good Ceili Band. It must also have a musical tradition. Here Kilfenora scores highly.. Their tunes, tempo, instruments and skill have been handed down to them from past generations. When other children were learning nursery rhymes at their mothers' knees, their hands were being guided over the strings of an old fiddle, mellow with age, that had been taken down from the smoke-stained rafters. Before their hands ever held a pen they could rattle off the scale on the old black flute their father carried around in his pocket. The reel was their 'Jack and Jill’ the hornpipe their anthem. Such is the back- ground. It is the stuff of which champions are made.
THE LYNCH FAMILY
Wherever traditional music is dis​cussed from Loop Head to Killaloe,' the name Lynch is sure to crop up. The old Lynch family that lived in Ballybreen, Kilfenora, consisted of eight girls and two boys and each one, boys and girls alike, could play at least one instrument. They married and scattered but their music went with them and was passed on to their children and so, today eight of the ten members of the Kilfenora Ceili Band are descen​dants of the Lynch family.
The first band came into being over forty-five years ago in order to help the then P.P., Father Cassidy, to raise funds for the repair of his church. Although there have been changes in personnel they have per​formed down through the years except for a period when members of the band were so unpopular in R.I.C. and Black and Tan circles that it would have been unwise for them to appear in public. With this long record it is no wonder that they should be well known not alone in Co. Clare but in Conemara where they have played on a number of occasions, nor is it strange that they have broadcast as far back as 1934.
In January, 1955, Ciaran Mac Mathuna and his recording unit paid a two-night visit to the Village and collected so much material that still Kilfenora music is heard reg​ularly in "Ceolta Tire" and the "Job of Journey Work."
FIRST   COMPETITIONS
In 1947 they, took part in the first competition. This was in Ennis and although they won the prize they did not compete again until the 1954 Fleadh Ceoil in Cavan. On this occasion they tied for first place with Athlone and Moyglass, Co. Wexford. In the following year in Loughrea they left no doubt as to supremacy when they won the All-Ireland title outright.
