From the Irish Times 14th January 1876
ASSIZE INTELLIGENCE.
COUNTY CLARE.
(from our own correspondent)

Record Court
The hearing of this case was resumed yesterday
Morning before Mr. Justice Lawson and a special 
Jury It was an action brought to recover £1000 for injuries sustained by plaintiff by a fall from a horse, of which defendant’s dog was the apparent and immediate cause.  In social position there was a wide margin between the parties to the suit,   the plaintiff being a ploughman, in the service of Mr Michael Kenny, Freagh  Castle,  Miltown-Malbay,  and the defendant respectable fanner, living at Paradise House, and the owner of two fee-simple  estates.   It appeared from the evidence that the plaintiff was sent to the post-office by his master on the 28th February last, between three and four o'clock in the afternoon.   He had to pass Mr. Sexton's house, and was riding the mare without a saddle at a brisk trot, when the dog came out of a field upon the road, and in presence of Mr. Sexton's son attacked the mare. The plaintiff pulled up, the dog followed barking and snapping at the horse’s nose, till he came to a turn on the road where the mare stooped her head and pounced at the dog backing at the same time and throwing plaintiff with great violence upon his head on the road. The skull was not fractured but the injuries were of a most frightful character. There was a deep scalp wound seven inches long extending to the left eye. In a few days symptoms of tetanus appeared; then erysipelas set in, and for five weeks there was a succession of eminent peril of death. He was attended by Drs. Stamer, Townsend, O'Brien and Hill, who all testified that the man's health was permanently effected, and that the slightest injury to the cicatrice on the head would produce that death from which the doctors twice saved him. A number of witnesses were examined, amongst them Major Suddert, Dr. Townsend, Mrs. Kenny. After the accident the dog was destroyed. The case was to prove an alibi; that Kelly fell from a wholly differ​ent cause having flogged the mare so that she swerved and threw him, and that he had no knowledge that the dog was vicious. The jury found for the plaintiff three hundred pounds. Counsel for plaintiff— Messrs Heron, Q.C., Johnston. Q.C, and Blackhall, attorney—Mr James Shannon. Counsel for de​fendant -Messrs O'Brien, Q.C, Atkinson, Peter O'Brien ; attorney, Mr. James Hynes.
