From Clare Champion 16 October 2009

125 Years Ago
PUBLIC MEETING IN ENNIS Yesterday, at 2pm, a public meeting was held in the Town Hall, Ennis for the pur​pose of establishing a branch of the Irish National League for the town and parish

of Drumcliff.

A public meeting in Ennis for what​ever purpose, particularly on a Sunday, is always certain to bring a crowd and the Hall yesterday was filled with the usual element that follows our local brass band whenever it turns out, as it did on this oc​casion, to favour the public with its melo​dious strains.

There was one class that were not well represented — that is the tenant farmers — considering that their interest is so inseparably connected with this Land League agitation.

There was another remarkable circum​stance, the honourable and distinguished member for the borough arrived in town on Saturday afternoon en route to Miltown Malbay and after visiting one solitary individual of his constituents, Mr E Finucane, he flew off to the West, having positively refused to attend the meeting, though invited by the committee.

He left, however, a long epistle intended to be read at the meeting as a speech, but he was fated to disappointment for the chairman, with the full approval of the committee, refused point blank to allow it to be read.


Various motives are assigned for this strange proceeding on the part of Mr
Kenny; some say he knows full well that he stands on very slippery ground in Ennis and that he did not want to court such another frigid reception as he met with on the last occasion when he appeared here in public, while others attribute it to the probable dislike he entertains for the National Land League in Clare, owing to the expulsion of his brother from the Miltown Malbay branch and the slight he received himself in not being invited with the other MPs to attend the forthcoming public demonstration to be held in this native town after the autumn sessions.

Perhaps Mr Kenny will best explain the position himself and we shall make no further comment on his absence. There was only one deputation from outside branches in attendance, that was New​market-on-Fergus. We can't say that any great enthusiasm characterised the proceedings.
