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125 Years ago

MYSTERIOUS DISAPPEARANCE OF TWO BODIES
AN outrage unprecedented in the an​nals of this county has been perpetrated at Kilmaley burial ground, the details of which are almost too revolting in their character to find credence. The bodies of a lady and a gentleman have myste​riously disappeared from the tomb in which they were consigned and nothing to indicate how and where the remains have been deposited, is left.
In the month of October '83, the late Marcus Keane JP of Beechpark, died and was interred in a vault in the churchyard of Kilmaley, an adjoining parish, where Miss Barnes, a governess of the family had been buried five months before.
After Mr Keane's death, his son, Marcus Keane, stepped into his posi​tion and succeeded him in his extensive land agencies. The widow of the late Mr Keane recently left Ireland for the Con​tinent and it was hoped in her absence to carry out a wish of hers in relation to her deceased husband. This was the removal of the bodies of Mr Keane and the lady already referred to from Kilmaley to a pretty little spot on their own demesne at Beechpark, which had been selected as the family burial place and a costly mau​soleum erected there.
Accordingly on Friday, men who had been entrusted with the duties opened the vault only to find it empty. A care​ful inquiry was at once instituted which led to the melancholy conclusion that the vault had been robbed of its inmates.
On Monday, Marcus Keane JP ac​companied by Frank O'Connor, CE, in​spected the vault from which the coffins had been surreptitiously removed and they could discover no fresh indications of its having been recently done. The mortar which had been displaced by the removal of the cut stone flag that forms an entrance to the vault, and which was found inside, presented all the appear​ance of having lain there for months and as no member of the family had visited the vault since the interment of Marcus Keane in October 1883, it is impossible to say when the coffins were taken away. Miss Barnes' remains were deposited in the same vault in May 1883. Those were the only two coffins in the vault. Not a vestige of the remains of the Burke fam​ily were to be found within its four walls but two skulls. The floor of the vault was at least four feet below the level of the burial ground and considering that both coffins were lined with lead and of great weight, there must have been at least a dozen men engaged in this unhallowed work. It is said that lights were seen in the churchyard last March by a man who was herding a large farm in the immedi​ate vicinity and that the noise of cars was heard coming from this direction.
The prevailing opinion is that the re​mains have been carried away by super​stitious persons and buried in some other spot to prevent their removal out of Kil​maley parish to the new cemetery within another parish, which according to fool​ish notions would bring famine or some other calamity upon parishioners.
It is possible that the mystery may find a solution in the finding of the remains buried in some other spot than Kilmaley Churchyard but up to the present not the slightest clue has been discovered, though the surrounding country has been searched by the police and a number of men employed by Mr Keane. The affair has provoked intense horror and indig​nation amongst the community.
