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4 March 1922
CLARE'S HEROES.
"FOUGHT AND SUFFERED FOR IRELAND."

HAVE WE FORGOTTEN ?

A meeting of Clare ex-prisoners and – ex-internees was  held at the Town Hall  Ennis on Saturday last, Very Rev. Canon r O'Kennedy presided, and Mr. H. J. Hunt (Corofin) acted as Secretary  to the meeting.

:.
 Canon O'Kennedy's Remarks.

The Rev. Chairman said that he and Mr. Hunt had taken it. upon themselves to convene that meeting for the purpose of  founding in Co. Clare the Association of the Irish Republican Soldiers and Pris​oners of War, which had been founded in Dublin for all-Ireland, with a Provisional  Executive, the Chairman of which was the Lord Mayor of Dublin, Thomas V. Lawless (Vice-Chairman), and Chas. J. Stein​mayer (Secretary). "Now,"  said the Rev. Chairman, "the reason that operated with me in calling this meeting is: since I came out from the internment camp I have been in touch with great numbers of the men who fought and suffered for Ireland, and it has been borne in upon me very forcibly—and very forcibly indeed—that here in the County Clare it is coming to pass every day that there is quite a lot of forgetfulness on the part of the people whose homes you defended and whose fire​sides you protected. I know in several parts of the County where the homes of the farmers and their property were destroyed that it is very little help that they  got from outside. When Ennistymon, Lahinch and Miltown Malbay were de​stroyed, also the farmsteads in Kilkishen, Broadford, O'Callaghan's Mills, and Six​milebridge parishes, after the Glenwood ambush, I wrote to headquarters in Dublin to send down a man who would witness  the suffering of the Clare people by reason of the destruction of their property and homes. Mr. Erskine Childers came along and I took him both through East and West Clare. What struck me and him at the time was that the people were not so 1 anxious about themselves as about their 
cattle and sheep. They were badly in need of hay, so I asked that a man be sent down who would buy seven or eight hun​dred pounds worth of hay from the big farmers and have it distributed amongst the stock of the poor people that had suffered. They promised to do so, but the promise was never fulfilled. When you send money up to Dublin, it is very hard, in my opinion, to get it. out of it again.

I may tell you this much - it may have been a secret up to now —were it not for the long purse that the Bishop of Killaloe kept and distributed as far as it went there would be a great deal of distress not alone in East Clare but in West Clare. I am in a position to say that he distributed thousands of pounds, when the ambushes were there, to relieve distress. But the few thousands he was able to distribute only went a little way, and in spite of all , the assistance he rendered there was great  distress consequent upon the war. I know myself, having gone through it, that even as regards the camps and jails there was great deal of neglect, particularly since the Truce. I had only one Clareman with me in Bere. Island— I know there were Claremen in all the other camps—and there was a good deal of neglect on the part of the people outside. Labouring men who had wives and families outside were amongst the internees, yet their wives and families were not provided for since the Truce. They themselves were not provided for inside, and there were men there who could not obtain a cigarette for days except what they would borrow from others. Since we came out there was an outcry all over Ireland that the Irish soldiers who fought are not coming into their own. And where positions be‑
came vacant into which public bodies and , Co. Councils, even the Co. Council of Clare, could put these boys since they came out it was not the men who fought, were put, in, but even the men who actively opposed us and who did all they could to betray us. There is no use in talking with​out 

 talking to the point, and I think it is absolutely necessary to form an Association of the Irish Republican Soldiers in Co. Clare, in order that as a united body we may tell everybody in Clare that we fought for Clare and that we mean to keep it for ourselves and our children (ap- plause). We know right well now that there are lots of men who did not do much when the fight was on, out shouting and bawling through the country that they did everything. Don't believe them ! You know well who fought. Every man here knows who fought and suffered in jail and out of it. You know also that if there are any plums to be reaped they must be given to the men who won and earned them, the men who bought them in many cases with the destruction of their fathers' homes and houses and injury to their own bodies. Without going any further I mere​ly wish to say that there is nothing con​tentious or sectional about the Associa​tion. This meeting is a meeting of the comrades from every part, of Clare who fought in the Irish war. The notice convening the meeting might imply that the meeting was called for a mercenary, purpose, but I do not think there is anything mercenary about it. It was called for the purpose of forming the Association I mentioned, in order that those who did not fight will not oust us, and that we won't have to go across the seas to find a living while there is a living in the land we  fought for. Therefore I propose that we form a County ,Branch of the Association of the Irish Republican Prisoners of War !(applause).

Mr. M. Hehir, Co. CO., seconded, and the proposition  was carried with acclamation.

The Secretary, read the following rules which he said had been issued from the  headquarters of the Association:—

I—The name of the Association shall be THE IRISH REPUBLLICAN SOLDIERS 91916-1921) AND PRISONERS OF WAR ASSOCIATION with temporary headquarters at the Mansion House, Dublin.

Constitution
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ernstit Wan.

1. The Irish Republican Soldiers (1916-1921)and Prisoners of War Association shall be hereinafter referred to as “the Association”

2. The Association shall be governed by a general Council which shall consist of the Hon. Trustees, the Honorary Officers of the the Executive, together with a representative from each affiliated County Association, and shall meet quarterly.

3. The Executive Committee shall consist of 18 members including  -----------------------------
4. The Association shall be strictly non-Political and non-sectarian.

5. The organisation of the Association shall be on the unit of the Parish. Each Parish to have its own Committee and be entitled to elect one representative to form a County Association.

Objects.

The objects of the Association shall be as follows : —
1. The securing of employment for all unemployed members of the Association.

2. The reinstatement of members vic​timised on account of internment or imprisonment or their military or political activities.

3. The securing of financial aid by way of Grant or Pension for Disabled Soldiers of the I.R.A. who are members of the Association.

4. The securing cf special educational facilities for members of the Association.

5. The securing of financial assistance, temporary or otherwise, for members who are destitute, either by way of direct appeal to the general public or to the exist​ing Societies controlling funds raised for National Relief purposes.
Membership Rules.

1. Membership of the Association shall be open to :—
(a) All members of the Irish Republican Army (1916-1921); 
(b) all internees (1916-1921): 
(.c) all Political Prisoners (1916-1921), subject to the following

Rules :—

 2. No person shall be admitted a member of the Association until that person has submitted an application on the form  (appended hereto) duly filled up giving particulars required, and until same has been verified by the Parish Committee and a notification received from the Hon.  Secretary of that body that the person so applying has been accepted as a member of the Association.

3. Employed members shall pay a subscription of One Shilling (1 / -) per month to cover cost of organisation, etc., and should any unemployed member obtain Iemployment through the efforts of the Association, that member shall be expected to continue membership of the Association as a paying member. 
4. Members of the Association who have secured employment through its efforts, and who intend leaving such employment, shall give due notice of the fact to the Hon. Secretary of the nearest Parish Committee.

5. Members receiving information of vacancies shall immediately notify same to the nearest Parish Committee.

6. Any member who, after admission,  has been found guilty of supplying false information for the purpose of securing employment; or otherwise, and calculated to bring the Association into disrepute shall be suspended, pending an appeal to the Executive Committee.

7. These rules, which are Provisional, can be altered, amended, or rejected at a General Meeting of the Association called for the purpose.

The Secretary read a letter from Mr. M. Considine, Feakle, giving the names and particulars of Feakle men who had joined the ex-prisoners Association.

The Rev. Chairman said the next point to consider was the formation of Parish Committees. He did not think there was need to establish a committee in every pa​rish; it would be unwieldy to have so many Committees. He favoured district committees.

A suggestion was made to form a com​mittee in each battalion area, and the Rev. Chairman described it as a very good sug​gestion. He inquired how many battalion areas were in Clare, and the Secretary re​plied about 16.

On the proposition of Mr. Ml. Clair (En​nistymon), seconded by Mr. Joe Conole (Ennistymon), it was unanimously decided to form a committee of the Association in each battalion area, such committee to consist of not less than 5 members.
 It was also decided to appoint men in each battalion area to convene a meeting of the ex-prisoners and ex-internees in their respective areas. The following were appointed—For East Clare Brigade, 1st Batt., Sean Murnane, Newmarket-on-Fer​gus; 2nd Batt. Thomas Ringrose, Meelick ; 3rd Batt. P. Savage Broadford; 4th Batt. Thomas Wall, Scariff, and Jeff O'Brien, O'Gonnelloe; 5th Batt. Patric Gleeson, Bodyke; fith Batt. Commdt. Thos Tuohy, Feakie.

Mid-Clare Brigade-1st Batt Capt. T. ,Keane and J. Griffy, Ennis; 2nd Batt. S. La Murcada. Lissycasey ; 3rd Batt. X. Kierse, Co.C., Corofin ; 4th Batt. J. J. Neylou, Kilfenora; 5th Batt. Austin Breen, Doolin ; 13th Batt. Pat Cahill, Ennistymon.

West Clare Brigade—lst Batt. Martin Griffin, Kildysart, and T. O'Conchubhair ; 2nd Batt. Patrick Clancy, Co.C.; 3rd Batt D. Sheerly, Co.C.; 4th Batt. J. McGuane,  Miltown Malbay ; 5th Batt. Michl. Roche, Doonaha. Kilkee.

The Chairman asked would it be left to the men appointed to call the meetings, or would the Secretary write to them?

The Secretary replied that he would not write to any man who was present at that meeting, but he would write to those who were absent. All they had to do was to call a meeting of the ex-internees and ex; prisoners in their own battalion areas.

Mr. Cahill—At what date shall we call the meeting?

Secretary---At a date to suit your con​venience, but if at all possible have all your meetings before March 11th.

Chairman—Or would we fix a date for the meetings to be held?

Mr. Cahill—It is all the same, because we are all free-lances. Any date will suit us (laughter). I notice from the rules that each man has to pay  1/- per month. Secretary—Only when he is employed. 
Mr. Cahill yes. I was wondering about that, because many of them would not have a "bob" (laughter).
 Chairman—We got on in the past without much money.
Mr. Cahill—But we cannot get on in the future.

Mr. Conole—What about prisoners that were in camps and appealed their sen​tances? How will they come under this?

Secretary—That was a point made clear by headquarters. In any case where the Battalion Area Committees have a supplication that a prisoner appealed his internment  order, or signed any document without permissionof his own military authorities with a view to getting his own release
they should report it to the Co. Committee, which will report it to Dublin. ………………………………………
