Irish Press 11 May 1973

Harbour boost for Quilty

THE DREAM of centuries of the rugged seafaring men of Quilty is about to come true with the new £45,000 development plan for the little harbour once renowned as the finest fishing port in the Western Isles. Here in the Corca Baiscin country of Co, Clare, where the poetess Emily Lawless saw in her poem the Wild Geese coming and going to and from the battlefields of Europe, The Quilty fishermen notched for themselves name in the annals of seafaring.

From their currachs they unloaded shoals of fish which were processed on the pier and exported to many parts of the world. But then came the big time after the turn of the century and the herring pro​cessing station became a ruin, like many another old-time. fish factory off the West Coast.
In the new plan which is backed by a £35,000 Govern​ment grant, the harbour will be dredged to allow the present day trawlers "free access at all times. Local businessman Martin Morrissey, who has spearheaded the development programme says: "The old pier was built by chisel and sledge. Now the reef at the entrance to the harbour will have to be blasted, for the trawlers can only come in on a seventy five per cent high tide. The har​bour will have to be deepened six feet and  then the trawlers will be able to operate freely.

 The   harbour at Seafield, a mile from the village is one hundred and thirty yards by nine feet wide: five trawlers operate at present, but Martin says “when the development has been carried out we expect upwards of 50 trawlers to man heir catches here. There will also be a new pier with lights and derricks “. 
The Seafield boats at present are engaged mainly in lobster fishing from May to September, but when the scheme is  finished   they   hope that they will be able to fish all the year around. He seas of Mutton Island, a mile off-shore are reputed to be the richest off the West Coast.  
