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125 Years Ago

Miltown   Protest At Priest's Departure
On Friday evening, on receipt of announcements that the Rev Mr White was appointed administrator to the parish instead of Fr O'Shaughnessy who retires on pension - at the express desire of the bishop - a meet​ing of the townspeople and parishioners at large was held at six o'clock to express their indignation and to show to the world at large their sym​pathies with Fr Ned.
Dr Hill was moved to the chair and on the motion of Mr Kenny Esq, Freagh Castle, seconded by Mr Martin Hill, it was unanimously resolved the every house in town be draped with mourning the following day and that every person wear crepe, not for the purpose of giving the slight​est offence to Fr White who, under different circum​stances, would be heartily welcomed but as a silent and indignant protest against the conduct of the bishop in removing  Fr Ned O’Shaughnessy.
A second proposal from Patrick Hartigan, seconded by Patrick O'Connell was also passed. It called for black flags to be suspended in the most conspicuous parts of the town - one at the end of Miss Donnellan's new houses, two at the bank cross, two in the centre of the town, two at the Canadian frontiers and four black flags from the cross of Canada to the gate of the Catholic church.
Saturday was a day of sadness and melancholy in Millown Malbay with every house closed, all business suspended and bands of crepe hanging from each house. At the entrance to the town from the Ennis road, between two high poles was a large band of crepe, about twenty yards long, extending from side to side of the road.
All the parishioners in hol​iday costume were in town and undoubtedly were it not for the exertions of Fr O'Shaughnessy himself, mat​ters would have assumed a rather serious aspect. He calmed and quieted the peo​ple, determined to bear patiently and with submis​sion to the will of God his present troubles - the only grain of consolation in the whole affair being the appointment of the very pop​ular and respected Fr White. Hardly any other priest in the diocese of Killaloe would please the people.
