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Thousands Present At First County Fleadh
DISAPPEARANCE   OF   COUNTRY   HOUSE DANCES   DEPLORED
THOUSANDS of people from all over Ireland, many cross-Channel visitors and a sprinkling of Irish-Americans were in Miltown Malbay during the week-end for the County Fleadh of Comhaltas Ceoltoiri Eireann. From shop, private house and hotel in the gaily decorated town came sounds of merry-making and the traditional music of the nation.
Before the official opening by Very Rev. T. Canon O'Reilly, P.P., Miltown Malbay, in Pairc Mac Aongusa on Sunday afternoon, a parade, splendid in its pageantry and rich in its historical meaning, moved through the deeply lined streets. Members of the national council and of Coisde Co. an Chlair, C.C.E., watched from a platform in the Square and a commentary by Mr. Bob Fitzpatrick of the local committee, was broadcast over the loudspeaker system.
From Saturday evening until Tuesday morning the mus'c and singing and dancing continued, as airs were swopped and new arrangements played and the Ireland of a century ago  was re-born.
About three thousand people gathered in Pairc Mac Aongusa for the official opening by Very Rev. T. Canon O'Reilly, P.P., and to hear other speakers including Dr. Galligan, Mr. Monsell, Mr. Keane and Mr. Padraig Lurgan, a member of a Gasra na Gael Club in London.
Canon O'Reilly said that for him it was a great honour and privilege to be present to open the county Fleadh of C.C.E. in Miltown Malbay. He hoped the work of an Comhaltas would succeed and wished it God's blessing.
"We in Miltown are particularly pleased to be chosen as the venue for this, the first Clare Fleadh” said Canon O’Reilly. They had brought back the spirit of the national Fleadh. He was particularly pleased to be associated with the work of C.C.E., which he thought one of the greatest organisations to come into being in the country for thirty or forty years. Very many had thought that the spirit with which the people had been animated had come to nothing until C.C.E. arose.
THE COUNTRY HOUSE DANCES
While great progress had been made in Ireland in some ways there was disimprovement in others. There was a lack of sympathy for the great musical traditions. Between radio and gramophone, and now, tele​vision, the Irish people were in danger of being swamped by the music of other lands.
"One of the disadvantages of the country at present," Canon O'Reilly went on to say, "is the lack of out​let for young people."
They had, he said, nothing to look forward to, as once they looked forward to dances in a country house. With these dances went the Irish way of life. If that declension were to continue" for another decade, the traditional culture would be as good as dead and buried.
PRAISE FOR FOUNDERS
He would like to pay the highest compliment to those who had in​spired and founded Comhaltas Ceoltoiri Eireann. He welcomed the officials of the organisation and said that they and everyone present had come to make the Fleadh the success he wished it to be. He hoped that every person would feel the spiritual resurgence that they had felt and heard in the resurgence of the nat​ional musical traditions. He hoped that the greatest reward would come to those who had founded the Irish musical resurgence from North and South.
He would ask anyone who could to take on the playing of some in​strument. Those interested in C.C.E. were not there to win Cups and trophies and he would appeal to those who were competent to be so unselfish as to take the younger boys and girls and to teach them. That way they would truly have achieved their object.
BEGAN 1,000 YEARS  AGO
Dr. Galligan said that they were happy to be present and to see the big crowd taking interest in the music of Ireland. He wanted to speak about something of impor​tance to the country - the thirty-two counties had a population of under five million, which was very small for a nation in the present time. The country was hemmed in on the West by America and on the other side by England and the Con​tinent. From those places there came the bare beginnings of what might become, in a thousand years, a culture. One thousand years ago, Irish music and culture began and had now reached a perfection that was gained by no other nation—and that in spite of very many diffi​culties.
KILLED   IN   MANY   PARTS
The Irish language, he said, had been killed in many parts of the country but, the day would come when they would be able to restore to Ireland its native language. The true Irish way of life was quickly fading but the only real way of life of  the people of this country  was through their cultural activities and Irish music. No Irishman could listen to a good Irish tune without feeling proud of his country. 
"What is  nationality?"  Dr.  Galligan asked. It had never been defined he had been told by a pro​fessor of history but he would describe it as a fellow-feeling amongst a people. It was a pride in their own land, its language, culture, history and traditions. That this feeling should lie in the people of a country was necessary for the survival of a nation. This was par​ticularly true of a small nation like Ireland.
T.V. AND   RADIO
The United States were now only nine hours away from this country and England was but one and a half. T.V. and radio programmes from England, soon also from America, could be seen and heard, and if the nationality of the people was not strong enough there would be no​thing left but a name and a history. That, Dr. Galligan said, would be a shame.
He reminded his audience of the Jews, who, despite the fact that they were homeless wanderers, had their own language and culture and way of life. In the United States, he said, there was the beginning of a culture. There the children were taught their history and were made proud to be American citizens. They had not half the history we had.
One of our dearest possessions was our Irish traditional music and that was now being smothered, he said. That day, however, bore a good sign for its survival. To the youth he would say that Irish music was not bog music. The mighty composers, Bethoven and Handel, had agreed that no music could match it. Some thought they were no good unless they could do the most modern of dances but there was no comparison between the music of a thousand years ago and that of fifty years ago.
A   REVELATION   IN   ENNIS
It was a revelation in Ennis last year to see how things were ran, the very many people who were in​terested in the Fleadh and the way in which they behaved. Those who were interested in the music of their country were not evil in any way, he believed, as a man interested in his nation was not usually selfish. A rnusican was not selfish for he spent his time trying to please and in his ordinary daily life had that feeling too that he wanted to please.
Dr. Galligan congratulated the committee in Miltown Malbay and the Clare Co. Board. Though he was very proud of his own County Cavan, Clare, he thought, had gone beyond what had been done anywhere else. There were three people whom he must compliment in ending—Sean Reid, who had been doing the work of C.C.E. long before it came into existence; Paddy Monsell and Jim Seery.
LEFT HIM  SPEECHLESS
Mr. Monsell said that they had come to Clare for the All-Ireland Fleadh Ceoil last year and now they came for the first Co. Fleadh on such a scale. When a press repres​entative had asked him for his comments the only thing he could say was that the showing at Miltown had left him speechless. It was one of the most pleasant surprises he had experienced. He specially com​mended the commentator.
Mr. Keane said that, returning to Ireland, everyone who heard him speak said 'a Yank,' but he could always say that while he was away he felt completely Irish all the time. He enjoyed meeting Irishmen and women and hearing Irish music. When one heard Irish music one immediately felt like getting up to dance. He would like to see every​one in this country feel the same. They had music that anyone could be proud of and it had come from far-off times. Twenty-five or thirty years ago, when he was growing up in a Northern county, they had only to cross the hill on an evening to go to a dance in a farmer's house.
One of the finest St. Patrick's Day parades he remembered was in a little Orange town to which the people from all the surrounding districts had come. That had remained in his memory for thirty years and what he would now like to see was the Irish people giving good example to their exiles and others in Irish dancing, singing and music.
Mr. Lurgan, a native of Liscannor, told of the activities of the Gasra na nGael club of which he was a member since he emigrated to Lon​don six years ago. He had been amazed to see the number of people who had so enthusiastically sup​ported C.C.E. in Miltown Malbay.
He appealed to the audience to promote Irish culture and dancing. It might be a hard thing to sup​port Irish culture and dancing in modern times. During that week he had spent a few days in Dublin and in many cafes one had merely to put one's head in at the door to realise the modern and foreign in​fluence. That was a crying shame. The people should realise that those who leave the country sometimes forget the place from which they came,    their   nationality    and    the proud nationhood that tthey had left behind. Irishmen went to all parts of the world and he would like to see everybody who emmigrated remembering their proud name and nationality. The nation had given saints to God, scholars to the world and patriots to Ireland.
The Miltown Committee included amongst many helpers and sub-committees Very Rev. T Canon O’Reilly, P.P.; Messrs Martin Talty, Jimmy Ward, Joe McMahon, N.T., Seamus O’Frighil, N.T., Bob Fitzpatrick, Colm O’Connor, Anthony Malone, Paddy Malone, Rev. Fr. Marrinan, C.C., and Miss Angela Merry.
A    MEMORABLE   PARADE
Heading the parade was the New​market   Brass    and   Reed    Band, followed   by   Conan  Maol,   famous warrior of the Fianna, whose grave is reputed to be on Sliabh Callan's summit.   Next came Diarmuid and Grainne, the immortal lovers, who, according   to  folk-stories,  rested  a night quite close to the present town. 
In a brown habit, the cowl over his  holy   head,  Naomh   Laichtin,  patron saint of the district, passed slowly by almost within sight of the sea that was his comfort, the  inspiration  of many  of his comrade Irish saints in the country's golden age.
Clonbony Pipers Band followed, to the strains of a marching tune. The notes filled the streets with their echoes and the sound rose skywards, symbolic of the people's strength. The Spanish Armada, the tragic wreck of which put an end to a big and a bold adventure, was represen​ted by a group of young men in colourful Continental costume. Near Miltown Malbay, on the treacherous coast, many a tall, dark noble of Spain lost his life in the black, swirling waters. Many were dashed to death on the jagged rocks with only the brown sea-weed strips for wreaths.
The Kilfenora Ceili  Band, all-Ireland and Clare winners, hearth of the home  of Ceili music, were next, and after them came Clare's Dragoons,  historical brigade of Irishmen who  fought on "far foreign fields from   Dunkirk to Belgrade" and  half a million of whom died and were buried on battle-fields full of  the glory of  France.

THE  FENIANS  COMMEMORATED   Miltown Malbay was a stronghold of the Fenian movement and here the rising of 1867 was awaited eagerly and with great hope in the " hearts of broken Irishmen and women.    Marching past in double file, the Miltown Malbay men of the twentieth century represented their forefathers, who   had  fought  and died in the war that meant so much to the succession of the race.
After the men of '67 came Charles Stewart Parnell, who on the 26th January, 1885, dug the first sod of the West Clare railway in the town and the sons of the "three brave blacksmiths," famous in ballad and story of West Clare, who "refused to shoe the grabber's mare" and suffered a term in gaol for their action. 

RINEEN  AMBUSH SURVIVORS
Side by side once more marched the survivors of the Rineen Ambush, one of the  glorious events in the history of    the county, one of the deeds of daring of which any nation might be proud, Now, with caps reversed, with shoulders as straight as ever, they received the applause of their people.

Miltown was not famous in one thing only, or in a few thing's. She gave the world of athletics Tom Malone, a     world record-holder, winner of sprints, middle-distance races, long and high jump; Al Moroney, Paddy Flynn and Ml. Murray.
To-day's Clonbony cross-country, team and cyclists were first repres​entatives of contemporary athletes. Quiet and unstirred, Mossy Banks, winner of the Irish Cup at Clounanna, looked at the crowds. Paddy Leyden, international golfer and South of Ireland Champion, 1955 and 1957 was next represented.
A RECORD SECOND TO  NONE
The contribution of the parish to Gaelic games coujd clearly be seen from placards showing county foot​ball championship titles for 1905, '16, '23, '25, '27 and '32. "That," said Mr. Fitzpatrick, "is a record second to none." The minors and juveniles followed senior teams of other days to show that the spirit still lived, that the flame of enthusiasm burned still as brightly.
Members of the local life-saving club exhibited up-to-date methods. Miltown was one of the first, places in Clare to have a life-saving unit. Another group of which the town is proud, Aisteoiri na Cathrach, formed the next unit. One of its members was this year awarded the gold medal as the best amateur actor in Ireland.
Still another all-Ireland prize-winning team, the Macra na Feirme question time experts were next and followed by a very attractive dis​play by the Lahinch branch tof the Irish Countrywomen's Association. On their stand, spinning-wheels were being operated and musicians in period dress played "home-made" airs of a century ago and later.
THE POETS OF OTHER DAYS
The poets of Miltown Malbay walked past in single file, the fam​ily of the MacCuirtins—Aindrias, Aodh Buidhe and Seamus; Miceal, Comyn and Tomas O h-Aodha, one of the later Gaelic scholars who died at the beginning of the present century. Close behind came the last of   the   old   pipers,   Garrett   Barry, famous all over Clare.
One of the most popular units was that commemorating the rescue of the crew of the Leon XIII by the fishermen of nearby Quilty in 1907. A currach, like those used in the historic rescue, sat, high and dry now, on a lorry.   Two men sat on the narrow seats, their strong hands . holding the oars as on that bitter night when the white foam tore over the rocks and the dark   waves crashed against the quivering sides of the French boat, cracking on alien reefs.
Last were three bands, the Walterstown Pipers' Band, Dublin; Sean Duggan's Shamrock Ceili Band and Buionn Cheoil Laichtin Naofa. The end in itself was symbolic of the Fleadh — the ordinary young men and women, the musicians of the country, its spirit and its hope.
Those on the platform included Dr. A. Galligan, National Chairman of C.C.E.; Mr. Patrick Monsell, General Secretary; Mr. Seamus Seery, National Treasurer; Mr. Sean Seery, his son, Vice-Chairman, Uileann Pipers' Club, Dublin; Mr. Patrick McElvanney, Chairman, Leinster branch, C.C.E.; Mrs. Crotty, President, Coiste Co. an Chlair, and Mr. J. J. Keane, Secretary, Phila​delphia branch, U.S.A.
THE  AWARDS
The junior competitions began at half-past four on Sunday evening in the Marquee and at Hillery's Hall. The senior com​petitions began at ten o'clock on Monday morning and were held in the Parochial Hall, Marquee, Hillery's Hotel, Market House and Technical Schools, Almost every parish in the county was represen​ted and there were entries from Limerick,  Galway and Tipperary.
JUNIOR
Violin, under 14—1, James Con​nolly, 614, Crossroads, Killaloe; 2, Margaret Hehir, Ceoltoiri na Cathrach;  3, Mary Curtis, Kilfenora.
Accordeon, under 14 (Leadmore Dairies Cup)—1, Anthony Loughnane, Feakle; 2, Eamonn O'Toole, Rearcross, Co. Tipperary; 3, Carmel Gleeson,   Sixmilebridge.
Accordeon, under 18—1, Eamonn O'Toole, Rearcross; 2, Frank Ward, Kilfenora;   3,   Anthony   Crehan, C. na C..
Tin Whistle, under 14 (Mrs. Crotty Cup—1, Stephen O'Loughlin, Feighroe; 2, James Moloney, C. na C; 3, Veronica Eustace.
Tin Whistle, under 18—1, Michael Creehan, C. na C; 2, Thomas Keane, Feighroe; 3, Mary Richards, C. na C. 
Singing, girls under 14, Corn Ni Griofa—1, M. Howley, Kilfenora; 2, M. East, do.; 3, K. Howley, Kil​fenora.
SENIOR 
Violin (Corn ni Mhuireasa)—1, Peter O'Loughlin, Feighroe; 2, Gus Tierney, Kilfenora; 3, tie, Vincent Griffin and Dr. Bill Loughnane, Feakle, and Thomas Quinn, Cappawhite.
Accordeon (Corn Braid Teo)—1, Martin, Mulkere, Eyrecourt; 2, Anthony Loughnane, Feakle; 3. tie, Martin O'Toole, Rearcross, Co. Tipperary, and Tomas. O Cuimin, Cappawhite.
Concert Flute (Corn Smithwick's Teo.)—1, Peter O'Loughlin, Feigh​roe; 2, M. Falsey, C. na C; 3, Martin Talty, C. na C.
Tin Whistle (Corn Ui Loideain) — 1,  Joseph Cunneen, C. na C; 2, Martin Talty, do.; 3, James McCormac, Kilkishen.
Uileann Pipes (Corn Muinteoiri, Sraid na Cathrach)—1, Sean Reid, Ennis; 2, M. Falsey, C. na C; 3, Martin Talty, do.
Concertina (Corn a bhronn An t-Ath. O Raghallaig, Canonach)—1, Paddy Murphy, Feighroe; 2, C. Droney, Kilfenora; 3, Martin Purtill. Clonderlaw, Kilrush.
Piob Mhor—1, Proinsias O Bheachain, C. na C; 2, Micheal O'Leary, C. na C; 3, Michael Crehan, Miltown Malbay.
Mouth Organ (Corn Laichtin)—1, Thomas O'Gorman, Cooraclare; 2, Sean Cleary, Kilmihil; 3, Prionsias O Bheachain, C. na C.
Any Instrument (Corn Iustais) — 1, C. S. O'Connor, C. na C; 2. C. O'Keeffe, Kilfenora; 3, Mrs. K. Linnane, Kilfenora.
Duets (Cup presented by J. Maurer & Sons, Ennis)—1, P. O'Loughlin and P. Murphy, Feigh​roe; 2, tie, Tierney's Duet, Kilfen​ora, and Sean Reid and A. McMahon, Ennis; 3, O Seasnain Duet, Kilkishen.
Trios—1,     Kilfenora A;     2,     P. O'Loughlin. P. Murphy and M. McMahon,  Feighroe;   3.  tie,  Kilfenora B and A McMahon S. Reid and S Murray, Ennis.
Ceili Bands (Corn Ui Dochartaigh Teo.)—1, Kilfenora; 2, Feighroe;  3. Laichtin Naofa.
Amhrain i nGaedilge (Mna)—1. Ros Maire Ni Giollarnath, Gort Inse Guaire.
Amhrain i nGaedhilge (Sexton Cup), Fir—1, Sean O Murcadha, Bothar an Staisiun, Inis; 8, Miceal O hAnnrachain, Fiach Ruadh; 3, Riobard MacMathghamna, Spancilhill.
Ballads   in English   (men).  Corn Nic Leannain—1,  T.  Scullane,   Kil​fenora; 2, Robert McMahon. Spancilhill;   3,  Sean  O Murchadha,  Inis. 

Ballads    (Western   Bottliing   Co. Cup), Women—1, Mrs. A.  Mulkere, Crusheen;    2, Rose Marie Ford, Gort. Buionn   Ceoil   Oganac—1,   Brise na   Lice, Sraid   na   Cathrach;    2,  Naomh Sheosaimh, Sraid na Cathrach.
Sciath   Dal   gCais   (Dr.   Hillery Shield—1,   Ceoltoiri   na   Cathrach; 2, Cill Fionbhrach; 3. Fiach Ruadh,
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