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100 Years Ago

CLARE FISHING AND KELP INDUSTRY
OWING to the bad repute of Irish-cured mackerel in the American market, brought about principally by the carelessness of home curers in curing, packing etc, the Congested Districts Board have a strong desire to prevent the industry from decaying altogether, and also to perfect a standard cure, and with the object of increasing the price per barrel in America, decided last year to undertake, through their local officers, the curing of mackerel at Baltimore. Dingle, Quilty, Arran and Cleggan.
The mackerel cured at Quilty under the direction and superintendence of Mr Joseph Burke, the board's very efficient and painstaking instructor and forward​ed to America, were considered to be the best of the lot. The others were also considered to be of very ex​cellent cure.
This certainly is a step in the right direction. The board are about erecting curing sheds at Seafield, which will insure proper curing and also afford shelter for the men and women engaged in this industry and they are also distributing fishing nets on an easy pay​ment system, which will certainly prove a great boon to the poor fishermen.
A kelp experiment was carried out at Quilty by the board a few months ago on a somewhat different method from that adopted by the people on the coast of Clare. The result is not yet known but it is antici​pated it will prove highly successful.
This industry is also on the decline and the quality' of the kelp made in Clare in latter years falls short of' the commodity produced eight or ten years ago, simply because the price paid by local monopolists were  so low that the people grew quite careless and either  gave up making kelp altogether or made it in small  quantities.                                                               
For obvious reasons the prices have been advanced for the past year or two and it is to be hoped that the great interest manifested by the board in this industry since Clare came under its influence, will be continued.                                                                        
