Clare Freeman
Kilrush, March 21, 1868 

The Fenian excitement has somewhat subsided. The police force here (which is rather small in number for the ordinary duties of this large and important district) has been strengthened for some time past by the men of the Knock, Cooraclare and Mount Rivers stations. They are every night under arms and a constant patrol is kept up in the town and neighbourhood.

On Saturday evening last sub-Inspector Kennedy and a party of the Constabulary, arrested, at their houses in this town, C. Mahony, a baker, Michael Egan, a painter, Martin McDonnell, a tailor. Tim McNamara (saddler) and Michael Sullivan, (Militia man) for complicity in the Fenian conspiracy. A cane sword was found with Egan; and the tailor is alleged to have been employed for some time making the green regimentals for the ?? distant Captains and of the movement. This is now the eighth arrest in this town in connection with Fenianism. Four men were arrested on Saturday in Cooraclare. A large force of Constabulary patrol the street and country. Sub-Inspector Kennedy, Head Constable Eaton and the men under their charge have been most vigilant and unwearied in the discharge of their duties, and they have been well supported by Admiral Studdert, B. Cox and N.S. O'Gorman Esqrs the neighbouring magistrates.

The man named Fennell (one of the party who attacked the Coast Guard station at Kilbaha and who was found wounded in the house of a farmer of the district, named James Keane) is recovering from the effects of his wound, and is in charge of a party of Police at Keane's house. Keane has been arrested and lodged in Bridewell on a charge of harbouring a felon. None of the others engaged in the attack have yet been arrested, but four or five of them are well known and there is a sharp look out for them, so that it is probable they will soon be made amenable to justice. Wilmott the coast guard who was so severely wounded is recovering.

A party of Marines under command of Lieut. Treacy from the Frederick William now lying at Foynes, have occupied the Cappa barrack adjoining the quay of this town; and a guard of marines are placed on duty at the Bridewell here, where the Fenian prisoners are confined.

The Public houses were closed in this town by order of the Magistrates from 9 o'clock on Saturday night until Monday morning which has tended to produce an unusually sober Patrick's day.

The police from the out districts are now returning to their various stations

The Coast-guards at Cappa station under Captain Jones, have been under arms for several nights past and the men of the Revenue Cutter Fry, have also been on shore several nights under arms.

A disgraceful circumstance is reported connected with the attack on the Coast-guard station at Kilbaha. It appears that two of the coast-guards who were looking on at Wilmot being attacked and knocked down, never gave him any assistance though they were armed. These two men were on Tuesday arrested and brought up in the gunboat of the Frederick William guard ship to Foynes, there to await an investigation into their conduct. Their names are Lloyd and Stamford. The courageous conduct of Wilmott on the occasion is deserving of the highest commendations; and had the other two men of the station displayed equal valour, most of the attacking party would have met with just retribution on the spot.

