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135 YEARS AGO

FENIAN EXCITEMENT IN CLARE

Much of the alarm occasioned by the threatened outbreak of Fenians in this town has subsided, though it is still felt that the military authorities and the constabulary can't with safety relax their vigilance.

The extreme severity of the weather has no doubt done much to assist putting down the movement, and it is to be hoped that the dupes and madmen engaged in the tremendous folly will see how hopeless is their cause opposed to the loyal and well disciplined forces or her Majesty.

The town and neighbourhood is patrolled every night until daylight in the morning both by the military and the constabulary.

Great praise is due to both services for their untiring exertions in the cause of law and order. A flying column, consisting of carbineers and infantry, continue to scour the country in the vicinity of the town, but as yet they have not succeeded in meeting any of the Fenians.

It is significant, however, that stragglers from the country are arriving in the town every day, which afford at least fair grounds for suspecting that they are some of the men known to have assembled at Drumcliffe and Inch a few nights ago. If this be so it only shows how the Fenian bands are melting away.

Major MacDonnell and other magistrates have been indefatigable in their exertions for meeting any emergency that might arise patrolling the, town at night and in the day time devising means for the public security.

A guard of the constabulary has been placed on the county jail, where the Fenians are imprisoned, and Lord Dunboyne has consented to allow a police force to be stationed at his residence. Knappogue Castle, owing to the untenable condition of the neighbouring barracks. The castle is exceedingly strong. His Lordship and his son, the Hon Theobald Butler, have no personal apprehension, as they are kind and courteous towards the people, who in their district have not manifested any Fenian sympathies, nor indeed in any part of the east of Clare, as far as can be yet seen.

Many of the respectable classes and some farmers have come to town for protection, and none of the sons of the farmers have been discovered joining the disaffected.

The constabulary have arrested a man named nelson against whom there was a warrant for carrying arms, Seargent Lynch, in searching about the house found concealed in a haystack, some fifteen yard s from the door of the house a gun loaded and capped.

The charge contained a mini-rifle bullet. Two men named Simon Neavin of Corrovorrin and Michael Ryan of Cahercalla have also been arrested.

Nevin is suspected of being concerned in the recent attack made upon the houses in the neighbourhood from which arms were taken. The constabulary visit all houses at night, the occupants of which are in the least suspected.

Special constables were sworn in  at the courthouse on Monday and Tuesday.

The persons whose houses were visited by the Fenians have been noticed to attend before the resident magistrate with a view to ascertaining whether or not they knew or suspected any of the parties engaged in the attack. In the case of   Mr. Kelly we now learn that three shots were fired into his house.

On Sunday the very Rev. Dean Kenny, at the Roman catholic Chapel denounced Fenianism in strong terms and warned his flock of its evil effects.

