Clare Champion10 September 2004
From Cyril Jones.

A note from Cyril, a grandson of Austin Jones says “Boy buried beside Jones Grave in Ballard.

100 years ago

DROWNING AT MILTOWN  MALBAY
A sad drowning accident has occurred at  Miltown Malbay.
It appears Columbanus O'Keane, little son of Sergeant John A. O'Keane, RIC, Miltown Malbay, with four other fellows of about his own age, or under, were seen going, on Thursday before noon, in the direction of the Clonbony River, outside the town.
One of the number was provided with an osier rod, having bent pen as a hook, so the intent was apparent of catching fish. How the child got into the current that was running high at the time, the youths cannot give any clear account, but it appears there is a plank crossing at the spot where they were last seen, and the lad must have got afraid while passing, and slipped in. There was a very large flood after the previous night's rain. The youths were seen by a man working in a garden as they passed by. Some short time afterwards he saw there were only four lads returning, and he asked them where the other little fellow was. They replied "he fell into the river". Information was sent to town, and the child's father, with Constables O'Farrell, O'Brien and Hauglow, with Austin Jones and Matt Flynn, fathers of two of the young lads, procured sea weed crooks, and dragged the river from the place he was supposed to have dropped in and in a short time found the cap worn by the deceased.
For over a mile they dragged until late in the evening when the search had to be abandoned owing to the darkness and the heavy rain falling.
On Friday morning Sergt. Moloney and Constable Doran, with O'Brien, the father, and others, dragged the Cledagh River, without avail, until a canoe was procured, and after some time they came on the body in about ten to eleven feet of water. The body had no shoes, stockings, or cap on when found. 
The_greatest sympathy is felt with the bereaved parents and was fully manifest​ed by the representative funeral accompa​nying the remains for interment.
