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MONUMENT  OF GREAT ANTIQUITY
THE ORIGINAL CROSS OF ST. INNIWEE 
HOW IT WAS STOLEN AND RESTORED
FROM time immemorial a very curious and unique  monument of antiquity, known as the Cross of Inniwee, was to be seen about four miles north-west of Corofin, in the townland of Roughan, parish of Kilnaboy. It was on the left hand side of the public road from Corofin to Kilfenora, twelve yards from the road wall, and about sixty yards or so east of the 'first gate" of Leimaneigh Castle. In the year 1866 or 1867 It unaccountably disappeared from its ancient site, to the astonishment of many and to the horror and disgust of all who took an interest in the preservation of the time honoured relics of the past.
The Cross was missing for 28 years, and on March 3rd, l894, it was brought to the late Dr. George U. MacNamara, who, with the assis​tance of some of his workmen and a Mr. Patrick Whelan of Leamaneigh, restored the Cross to its original position.
The owner of the land on which the Cross stood, the late Mr. George FitzGerald of Roughan, felt highly incensed at the removal of this ancient landmark from his property, for he rightly considered himself to be its lawful custodian, and also because it was supposed that such an outrage might bring bad luck in its train, in which latter belief he was joined by most of his neigh​bours.
FORMER CHURCH DESPOILERS
It certainly did not fare well with some former despoilers of the Church of Kilnaboy, for the Four Masters tell us that in A.D. 1573, Teig O'Brien and  his  nephew Turlogh,  son of Donogh the Fat. 2nd earl of Thomond, and some of their people carried utensils and spoils out of the Church of Kilnaboy; but this profanation of the Church of that Saint boded no triumph or success to the Dal  gCais, for the plunderers were smit​ten, hip and thigh, on the hill of Bel-an-Chip, by the hand of Teige's own brother, Donal, son of Conor of Ennistymon, and the people of Upper Thomond,  and noisy were the ravens and carrion crows and  other ravenous birds of the air; and the wolves of the forest, over the bodies of the nobles slain in the battle of  that day.
SEARCH   WAS   FRUITLESS
Mr. FitzGerald left no stone un​turned to find out the hiding place of the Cross. He even thought of getting a search warrant for its re​covery. Notwithstanding all his efforts, however, the search was fruitless, although it was currently stated at the time that the taking of the Cross was the act of a certain individual who was seen examining it a short time before its disappearance.
The late Dr.  MacNamara,  the learned  historian,  explained  in  a paper read to the Royal Society of
Antiquaries in Ireland in 1899, how the cross was recovered  and  re​stored to  its  present   and original position.   "Early in the year 1894." He says “I received a letter from my friend the Very Rev. John R. Copley, Dean  of Kilfenora,  in  which  he said   that  what   he  believed to be the missing Cross of Kilnaboy had been   recently   discovered   under   a lot of rubbish in the yard of Ballykeale   House,  near Kilfenora;   that the gentleman who lived there, Mr. Thomas Murray was most   anxious to have  it  restored  to  its original position; and as he thought I had good knowledge of the antiquities of  the district around Corofin, and perhaps  knew the exact  site,   he wished to know would I undertake the work of restoration.
BROUGHT  BACK   IN  A CAR
"Although I was not at  the time a   member  of the  Royal Society of Antiquaries,  or of  any kindred society, I considered the opportunity too good to be neglected, and will​ingly consented, in due course the Cross was conveyed to me in a car by Mr. Murray's man. with a letter from his master saying   he   was extremely  glad to have   been  instrumental in restoring this ancient monument to its old site  in Kilnaboy.
“I  remember seeing the   Cross, when   a   boy,  and  well   knew the field in which it formerly stood, but owing to the length of time that had elapsed since its removal. I was at first unable  to find  out the socket hole in the rock. Very soon, how​ever. Patrick Whelan of Leimaneigh and  several others who had  recog​nised   it as the missing  Cross of Kilnaboy, pointed out the exact spot and showed me the original mortice hole in which it rested. There are moreover, many persons still living in the neighbourhood of  Kilnaboy who can swear to the identity of the Cross, and to the absolute correct​ness of its present site.    Indeed the latter is convincingly self-evident once it was seen, for it is an artificially-cut square hole, about nine inches deep, admirably fitted on the lower end of the shaft, and corres​ponds exactly with its location on the old Ordnance six inch sheet.
"On the 3rd March. 1894, assisted by Patrick Whelan of Leimaneigh, and some workmen of mine, I placed the Cross with my own hands in its ancient resting place, never again, let us hope to be desecrated or re​moved.
A  WOMAN DROPPED  DEAD
"A most lamentable and appalling occurrence happened at the very time that the old Cross was placed in its socket. The wife of Patrick Whelan, a comparatively young woman, who was on friendly visit to a neighbour, in a house close by, without the slightest warning, dropped dead. It speaks volumes for the intelligence and good sense of the people that no one connected this awe inspiring incident with the restoration of the Cross. Their good sense prevailed, for they knew Mrs. Whelan to be a good woman, and that  St.   Inniwee   could   in   no way be held responsible for her death,
CARVED  OUT  OF  LIMESTONE
"The Cross is carved out of native carboniferous limestone, is of the Tau or St, Anthony variety, having no upper arm, and is shaped somewhat like a crutch. The horizontal arms curve  gently   upwards  and are two feet two inches across. It is  fitted into the top of a large, rough, natural   boulder which   stands just inside   and   to    the    east   of    the boundary wall that separates   the townland of    Roughan    from    the western portion of that of Ballycasheen, called Carrow-na-nuan. The shaft, which  tapers  very  slightly downwards is  rather  roughly cut, is now eighteen inches high measured from the boulder top to where the arms join it, and is eleven inches wide. The 'arms' measure twenty-six inches from tip to tip, having rounded ends, and the whole Cross, arms and shaft has a uniform thickness of five inches. It has the arrises cut off all corners, except the north western, which is square.
TWO   BEARDLESS  FACES
"On the upper carved surface of the arms, which point north east and south west, two beardless faces cut in very high relief, look towards each  other.    The heads appear  to be those of women, and are covered with what appears to be a variety of the close fitting coif sometimes worn by women of a religious com​munity. The head-dress whatever it  was intended for, is  continued downwards at each side along the jaws and  neck,  and  ends  in what looks like a contracted bust, which had to be limited in its dimensions by the unavoidable thinness of the stone.    In the centre,  between the two heads is a round ridge, which, together  with   what  I  take  to  be the conventionalised busts, give on first view the idea of a three-bead moulding—the "three raised welts" of Eugene O'Curry. It is quite im​possible to believe that any person who had actually seen the Cross could for a moment imagine that these welts were hands clasped in the act of shaking. Near the Cross was found what was probably the lower end of the shaft of another Cross, nineteen inches long and eleven inches wide, but where it came from, can only be a matter of  conjecture.
FIRST MENTION  OF THE CROSS 
"The first writer who makes mention of the Cross of Inniwee is Mr. Hely Dutton in his "Statistical Survey of Clare" published in 1808. The only illustrations in his book, strange to say, are two of this Cross which we must suppose he got second-hand, for, if an artist himself, it is probable we should have had many others from his pencil. Be this as it may, it would have been better for the author's reputation had he never allowed these to appear in his work. The very characteristic commentary thereon by Eugene O'Curry which I give here is sufficient of itself to prove the truth of my remark, and what is more to the point—the absolute identity of the Kilnaboy Cross of 1839 with the one restored by me in 1894.
O'CURRY'S   VERSION
This    is    what    O'Curry    says— "About a mile  north  west of the Church on the left of the road to Leim-an-Eich stands a small stone cross, fixed in a rough native rock about   four   feet   in   height.     The cross is two feet high, two feet two inches  across  the   shoulders,   from five to eleven inches wide and five inches thick.    Of this cross, Dutton says   in   his   Statistical   Survey   of Clare—"in a field near the church of Kilnaboy a remarkable cross is fixed in a rock.   Tradition says that two men had a violent quarrel of many years standing, which, by the interference of mutual friends they agreed  to   settle  here.    They  met and   shook   hands,   and,   in   com​memoration  of  the  event,  a  cross was   erected   on   the   spot.   The appearance of it gives some degree of probability to the story, for there  are   two   faces in  relief   looking towards each other on the top of the cross, and two hands in the middle, like those in the act of shaking hands. My informant said this happened long before the build​ing of the round tower or church,. It is remarkable how little curiosity there is in the country, not a single gentleman, even of those who passed by it frequently for forty years, had ever noticed it, though not twenty yards from  the road."
WANT   OF  ANTIQUARIAN TASTE
"Mr.   Dutton’s   complaint of the want of antiquarian   taste   in   the gentlemen who never saw this cross may be very just, though it is likely  he had this information, and the history of the cross from the same veritable   informant,   but   certainly his   informant   is   now   dead,  or  he has  changed   his   opinion   on   this subject,  as no  person   living   in   or near Kilnaboy ever heard the story of   this   cross  as   given   above:   but they   remember   that,   about   thirty years ago, a gentleman came to the place to look at the cross, who said that he had  found  the  said  story and account of  it in  a  very   "ould book"   in   England,   and   that   he came  over  to  see   if   it  was   true, and behold you, he found it as true as the nose on his face.    Whether this gentleman was Mr. Dutton or not is of no consequence to me. I have   only to say that   Dutton's history and sketch of the stone are both  wrong, and  appear to me  to have  been  taken  at   second-hand.
IT   IS   ONE   OF THREE   CROSSES
"The   cross   is   known   time   im​memorial as Cross Inniwee, and is one of  the  three  that marked   her Termon on the south-west, namely this;  a second one stood  near the house of Elmdale  which   place formerly     and     is     still,     by the peasantry called Tigh na Croise or the   House of   the   Cross;   and   the third   stood   about   a   quarter   of a mile east  of  the latter at a place called Cros Ard, or the High Cross. It  will be seen from the picture that there is no such thing as hands in the act of shaking on top of the cross; in fact there nothing at all like a hand about it. There  are three raised  welts
across, and descending about four inches at each side, but surely a blind man would not  mistake them
for hands.    The   two other crosses of  Inniwee   have   disappeared   long ago   but   their   situations   are   well known
Having given the  above versions from O’Curry and Dutton, Dr. MacNamara continues—"The  foregoing quotation from an auotgraph letter of Eugene O'Curry makes it abso​lutely certain that, in 1839 when he investigated the matter on the spot, neither he nor any of the inhabitants of the parish of Kilnaboy had ever seen such a piece of sculpture as is figured in Mr. Dutton's book, nor was the apocryphal legend regarding its supposed origin, as given by him, ever heard of by anybody in the locality. And if, moreover, Dutton's illustra​tion of the cross—many years before it so strangely disappeared, and at a time when there was no doubt as to its being the real cross of St. Inniwee—was so inaccurate and untrue as to excite the wrath and scorn of O'Curry, would it not be absurd to think such testimony applicable, or of the slightest value as a test of identity in this year of grace? Dutton's description and sketch are both ridiculously untrue. Yet on them and on them alone a fanciful theory has been built, that the present cross is not the original cross of St. Inniwee at all, but was miraculously discovered, forsooth, under a heap of rubbish at Ballykeale in the year of Our Lord 1894."
FLAGRANTLY   INACCURATE
The   one   restored   by   me   cor​responds in situation, measurements and   every   detail   of   design   with that   described   by   O'Curry   sixty years ago, and the latter's descrip​tion of it most amply proves that Dutton's woodcut was as flagrantly inaccurate   then   as   now. If not the real Cross of Inniwee, a piece of mediaeval sculpture hitherto supposed to be quite unique in its way where did this exact counter​part of it come from and what is its   history?  Were it  not indeed that   such   falsehoods   easily   take hold of the popular mind, and, like Dutton's story of the clasped hands, bid  fair,  after the  lapse of a few short   years,   to  assume   the  shape of veritable legends,   hard   enough to be eradicated, we need never have gone so fully into this matter. "This so-called cross of St. Inghean-Bhaoith, of a form so un​usual   in   this   country,   is,   in   our opinion,   not   a   cross   in   the   true sense at all—that is to say, as hav​ing  been intended  by  its  designer and   maker,   possibly   one   and   the same person, as a representation of the Christian's emblem of salvation. If we believe O'Curry—and no better interpreter  of  Irish  local  tradition than he, in his time, could be found —it   was   one   of   three   boundary stones  erected  for  the  purpose  of marking  off  certain  townlands  be​longing to the termon of Kilnaboy as an outward visible sign of owner​ship   by   the   Church.  The three crosses, if crosses they were, formed almost a straight line from the one here described on the north-west to that which formerly stood in Crossard in the south-west, the two end ones being exactly an English mile apart. Besides the three lands mentioned by O'Curry as; being once marked by crosses, the townlands of Kilnaboy. Bunnagat and Monanaleen were included in the termon lands of the Church of Kilnaboy.
"Crosseaghter, or Lower Cross can only mean the present townland of Cross, afterwards called Elmvale, as Crossard and Roughan, the two other divisions of the termon marked with crosses, are considerable hills. A good deal of Church lands belonging to Kilnaboy appear to have been appropriate to laymen in 1641, and for all we know,  were so for many years before that date.
GREAT   LOCAL   POPULARITY
"The    daughters    of   Baoth   are stated  by  Duald  M'Firbis  to  have been    of    the    race    of    Aengus-Cinnaitin,   sixth   son   of   Cas,   son of   Conail   Eachluaith.   K.M.,   and brother     to     Aengus-Cinnathrach, ancestor of  the  O'Deas.    Inghean-Bhaoith, therefore, was a true Dal-cais saint, and of the same blood as the O'Quins and  O'Neaghtans of   Thomond,    which   in   fact,   in measure,   accounts   for   her   great local    popularity,    and    the    many holy   wells   named   in   her   honour
in  Clare.
According to the Martyrology of Tamlacht, her feast day fell on the 2nd January, but local tradition is now silent  on this head.    O'Huidhrín   (1420)   states   that   the  district of  Inagh  which  is separated  from Kilnaboy   only    by   the   parish   of Rath-Blathmac.    belonged     in    his time   to  the   Cinel-Baith.   Which is in all probability but a poetic synonym for the Muintir-Iffearnain, or the O'Quins and their congeners
CALM   AND   MYSTIC   FACES
All   who see this curious old cross  naturally marvel at the two calm and mystic faces so conspicuously carved  upon  its curving arms;   for,  like  the sphynx of  old, neither  history   nor  tradition  gives any satisfactory clue to their meaning.     I   can,   therefore,   only   offer the following suggestion,  which, in default  of  better, I  give for  what it is worth: Perhaps the Church of Kilnaboy was originally   dedicated in   honour   of   the   daughters,  not the daughter, of Baoth.   one   of whom may  have eclipsed the other in  reputation  and  sanctity,  and  in course of time usurped the place of both. This   supposition   would   be in    accordance    with    the    ancient records, which speak of them in the     plural     number, and would amply explain if correct, the reason why two similar faces were carved
on  this stone,  which for centuries marked the termon  of Kilnaboy.
THE   SAINTS   CHAIR
About    800    yards east of Inniwee's Cross, a few yards inside the  northern  wall of the  road and in the townland of Parknabinna is a nook in the face of  the cropping limestone known as Inniwee’s seat. It is in  the  form  of a  rude  Chair and its name I have no doubt is as  old as the saint herself. The tradition  about it in  Kilnaboy is that   Inniwee   was in the habit of using it as a chair, on which she used to sit and pray, from which the conclusion is inevitable that not alone were the Church and parish of Kilnaboy dedicated to her but that, moreover, the latter was her actual home, and the very scene of her labours and  holy  life.     Here then, on this rude limestone seat, did she watch and pray long before the  Church   was dedicated in her honour,  fully a mile away to the east. And beautiful indeed was the view she  beheld   from  her  seat on the   rock,   looking  down   upon  her own fair termon at the foot of De-Danann-haunted Ceann Sleibhe and over the pleasant  lands of her kinsmen, far away to the  very limits  of  Thomond
CERTAIN  CURE FOR BACKACHE
"Inniwee’s seat has still a certain reputation among the peasantry as an infallible cure for backache. In order to obtain the desired relief it is necessary to visit the spot on three separate occasions, and each time, while sitting on the chair,  repeat certain prayers in commemoration of the saint.
MARKED  WITH  SMALL  CROSS
The sceptic, however, when he sees this rough rock bench, will probably say that to sit on it for any length of time would be more likely to cause the backache than to cure it. But against this may be put the fact that some who  have   tried   it.  among others, Mary O’Loughlin of Cahercon, speak highly of its effectiveness as a remedy for this very troublesome affection. As the chair is rather difficult to  find, being very similar to? other parts of  the   limestone  rock cropping up in all directions hereabouts, I   have marked the site with a small Cross which, when one is seated in the proper position in the chair, should  be at the sitters right hand.

“To the Very Rev. Dean Copley and also to Mr. Murray who has since left Ballykeale the thanks of all Irish Archaeologists are due for the important part they played in restoring to its proper  place  the very curious and venerable cross of St. Inniwee.”
