From Clare Champion 26th August 1922
Col. Comdt. O'Neill's Marriage.
WEDDED WHILE A CAPTIVE.
EXTRORDINARY   ADVENTURES OF CLARE WEDDING PARTY.
????? OF TIPPERARY " HOLD UP."
The bridegroom captured by Irregulars, detained in custody, and married while a captive, summarises one of the extraordi​nary events connected with the marriage of Col. Comdt. Ignatius O'Neill, 1st W, Div., I.R.A., to Miss May Lehane. Moy, Lahinch.
The ceremony was performed in a lonely house at 12 midnight in the vicinity of Silvermines, Co. Tipperary.
Surrounding the house were 50 Irregu​lars, who joined in the festivities after the ceremony had -been performed, and then departed with their prisoner—Col. Comdt. O'Neill—about whom no information has since been received.
Mr. Jack O'Beirne, Ennis, who was a member of the wedding party, in an in​terview gave an interesting account of their experiences. The party consisted of Col. Commdt. O'Neill (bridegroom). Miss May Lehane. (bride) Rev. P. Vaughan. C.C., Mullagh: Mr. and Mrs. J. V. O'Beirne, Mr. Jas. Lehane (brother of the bride) Miss Rita Fitzgerald, and Miss Murphy   Ennistymon.
At 6-30 p.m. on Monday they left Ennis for Roscrea in two motor cars, driven by members of the National Army named Roberts and Sullivan. The journey was uneventful until they arrived at a place called Five Valley, near Nenagh, when they were held up and interrogated by a body of Irregulars who eventually made prisoners of the entire party. They were conveyed to a public house where the male members were herded into a kitchen and searched, with the exception of Father Vaughan. In a room off the kitchen the ladies were searched by a girl. Every​thing in their pockets was taken, and even a Rosary beads was taken from Mr. O'Beirne. Altogether the party had be​tween them a sum of money amounting to £170, and this was "commandeered" in addition to property in their travelling bags. A cheque for £160 found on Col. Comdt. O'Neill was also taken, but sub​sequently was returned to him. An inci​dent that struck the party as peculiar was the fact that the Irregulars made an in​ventory of all the articles they had taken. When this was completed they ordered Coi. Comdt. O'Neill, Messrs. O'Beirrre and Lehane, and the two drivers out on the road, where they were directed to en​ter the two motor cars. This they refused to do and two shots were fired over their heads. Ultimately they had to obey the orders of their captors, and on entering the motor cars were swiftly driven away.
The ladies imprisoned in the house heard the two shots, and Mrs. O'Beirne fainted. She was attended by Father Vaughan who, when the Irregulars had departed, walked to Nenagh and procured a car in which he brought the ladies to town, where they were put up at the Hibernian Hotel.
The Irregulars conveyed Col .-Comdt. O'Neill and his four, companions to Kilcommon mountain, where the three Army men were separated from Messrs. O'Beirne and Lehane. The latter were brought to a small country house situated in a lonely part of the mountain. Seated in front of the fire in this little house was an old man whose only companions were a sow and 11 bonhams. An armed guard kept watch over the two men during the night. On Tuesday morning they requested permission to attend Mass as the day was a hol​iday, but the guard refused. Ail that day they were closely guarded, and at about 1 o'clock on Wednesday morning they were informed that they were free to go. It was cold at the time and raining heav​ily. They asked for the return of their overcoats. "You have no chance of get​ting them," said one of the guards, "because we want them  more than you do." "How," asked Mr. O'Beirne, "are we to get to Nenagh" (a distance of 16 miles). "Walk it," was the curt reply.  Accompanied  by their  guards,  who  agreed  to  put them "on the  right road,"   Messrs.   , O'Beirne and Lehane "took to the road."   * They had only gone a short distance when they recognised one of their cars on the road outside a  public house,  from which sounds of revelry came.    Apprehensive of meeting the occupants, they communicated their   fears   to   the   guards,   who   then  brought   them  back   some   distance, and directed them to wait.    They waited about an hour,when the guards returned   and ???????????? them to their former place of imprisonment,  telling them to stay there and wait for orders."    At 3-30 a.m. the order they [???}  got was to go to bed. They ???????? on being aroused by the old man of the house in the morning, discovered that their guards had disappeared.    
From  the old man it was ascertained that they were 16 miles from Nenagh. As no mode of conveyance could be procured, -there was nothing tobie done, but "tramp it,    The old man felt deeply the plight of the young men, and insisted on Mr. O'Beirnetaking all the money in his pos​session   at   the   time—one   shilling   and three-pence.   Sauntering along the road at an easy pace- they covered 8 miles- before s  they arrived at a publichouse, where they  could safely expend the old man's money. They invested the fifteen   pence   in refreshments   end  lightheartedly  resumed  the tramp,   A few miles further  on they got a "lift" on a car  and  were jogging  along peaceably when the driver exclaimed “Here is the Republican Army coming” Looking in the direction indicated by the driver they saw four men, one of whom, Mr. Beirne thought, had a gun in his hand. Realizing that it would be useless to turn back, they continued their journey and were much relieved to find that their driver was wrong. One of the men they met was father Hewatt, C.C. Toomevarra, to him they related their story and he gave them a pound noe to help them on their way. Their next stop was Doola {??] about five miles from Nenagh. Here they rested at a public house and changed the £1. When they entered  ????????????  there were ???????? men in the house and Mr O Beirne recognised  ----------------------------
with the men for some time, and on learn​ing their destination (Nenagh) one of them offered a seat in a car, They ac​cepted the offer and had only gone about 30 yards from the house when they met a detachment of the National Army. The sergeant-in-charge halted them, and after questioning Mr., O'Beirne, he arrested the driver of the car and his companions in the publichouse. Messrs. O'Beirne and  Lehane were escorted by the National I Army to Nenagh, where they were hospi​tably treated by the townspeople.
On Thursday. Messrs. O'Beinie and!Lehane   visited   Roscrea,   where  they   met Father Vaughan,   Miss   Lehane, and the other lady members of the wedding party. That evening a message was conveyed to them that the Irregulars would allow wedding to take place, provided the party pledged their word of honour to keep the arrangements  secret  until the  ceremony had been  performed.      This was readily assented to, and at 7-30 p.m. a motor-car arrived  to  take  them   to   the wedding.  About 3 miles from the village of Silvermines they met with an obstruction on  the road, and in striving to lift the car over it they broke the back axle.   They had to walk to Silvermines,  where another car was placed at their disposal.      Then they were driven to a country house in a lonely   locality,    and    there   Col .-Comdt  O'Neill was married to Miss May Lehane. The bridegroom was accompanied to the house by about 5O armed and well-equipped Irregulars,  silent, disciplined, and ready.  No wedding bells pealed, no organ played, and no fashionable assembly attended this  strange wedding, but perhaps Col.-Comdt. O'Neill was married in the atmosphere he loved best.    Rev. Father McKenna, C.C., Roscrea, assisted  by Rev.   P.  Vaughan. C.C., Mullagh, and Rev. Father Ryan, performed  the marriage ceremony.     Light was provided by two candles, and the oniy decorations consisted of a bunch of flowers on a table.     Immediately after the cere​mony the owners of the house surprised ail present by producing a quantity of rice and showering it over the wedded couple. The wedding presents were unique.     Mr. J. O'Beirne gave the Col.-Comdt. and his wife,  a ha'penny,  the only thing in  his possession at the time; Mrs. O'Beirne pre​sented them with a penny; Miss May Mur​phy, a three-penny piece; Miss Rita Fitzgerald   and   Father   Vaughan,    sixpence each. 
The  usual toasts were honoured; and in the   course   of   the    speeches,     Father McKenna outlined Col.Comdt. O'Neill's brilliant record   during   the   Anglo-Irish war.    His remarks  were  punctuated by loud applause, but none applauded more heartily than the Col. Commandant's cap​tors.    An enjoyable dance, in which the Irregulars took part, followed the conclu​sion of the speeches.    At 3 a.m. on Fri​day   the   proceedings   terminated.      Col- Commdt. O'Neill was taken into custody- and     no     news     of him     has     been received  by his friends.   Mrs. O'Neill and the other members of the party returned to Roscrea, where they re​mained, on Friday night. On Saturday night they arrived safely in Ennis after a most, strenuous and exciting 6 days.
- Driver Sullivan Escapes.
 Driver Sullivsm, one of the men cap​tured with Col. Commdt. O'Neill, escaped from the Irregulars at 4-30 a.m. on Wed​nesday morning last. He walked from Kilcommon to Killaloe and was conveyed by motor to Ennis on Wednesday night. He states that from the time he was brought to Kilcommon by the Irregulars he did  not  see 'Col.-Commdt.   O'Neill  or the other driver.
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