Clare Champion 16 September 1922.
Col. Comdt O'Neill,
Details of His Escape 
The following was issued from Field General Headquarters ,   South-Western  Command:—
“Rounding up operations over a large area in the Silver-mines district began on   Wednesday night, and were continued yesterday and to-day.    As a result of Thursday’s operations nine Irregulars were captured with arms and ammunition.    To-day more prisoners were taken, and Col Comdt. O'Neill, who had been taken by Irregulars some   weeks  ago,   succeeded   in  escaping from his guards and has reported back to G.H.Q.
''A motor car with a further quantity o war material was also captured.
Col. Comdt. O'Neill looks none the worse for his experiences during the month of his captivity with the Irregulars. It will be remembered that he  was captured about two miles outside Nenagh when motoring to that town to get married. Subsequently with the permission of the Irregulars the ceremony was- performed at 12 (mid-night) in a little house situated in a lonely part of Silvermines.
Since his capture, Col. Comdt. O'Neill was brought from place to place by an Ir​regular column, which seldom stayed more than a night or two in the one district. He paid a tribute to his captors, who treated him well, and always saw that he had plenty of food. When he ran short of money, one of the Irregulars lent him a. £5 note to get cigarettes and other things.
Describing the manner of his escape. Col. Comdt. O'Neill said when the Irregu​lars left the Toor district they brought him to Kilcommon, where he was billeted with some of their number in a house near the village. Early in the morning they be​came suddenly alarmed by information that National troops were approaching the village, and all their men were ordered to get up and prepare for the road.
The men guarding him at once dressed themselves and told him to get up also. They were pretty much excited, and did not notice that their prisoner was making a  very leisurely toilet. When ready to de​part they came to the room where he was, and found him only partially dressed. They told him to come along, but he pro​tested and said he could not go half-dressed, so telling him to hurry up and follow them, they departed.
When fully attired, Col. Comdt. O’Neill went outside, fully expecting to find a, guard awaiting him, but none was in sight and  he took the opposite direction to that which his captors had followed, and after tramping for several miles came up with a National outpost.
