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The Ancient Parish of Clooney

by Geraldine O’Doherty-Dinan

Geraldine Dinan, formerly O'Doherty of Glan, Ennistymon, lives in Ennis with hus​band Michael and two children. This article on Ecclesiastical Settlements in the Ancient Parish of Clooney, Barony of Corcomroe, Un​ion of Ennistymor, is taken from the Archeo​logical Survey of the Parish undertaken by Geraldine as her dissertation for Diploma in Local and Regional Studies, U.C.C

Prior to 1800 the present parish of Ennistymon was divided into two sepa‑
rate parishes - Kilmanaheen and Clooney. Kilmanaheen contained Ennistymon town and the area to the north and west including Lahinch. The Parish of Clooney began at Glann (Glen) only 1 km south of Ennistymon and comprised the townlands illustrated on the map.

Samuel Lewis in "Co. Clare, a History and Topography, 1837" describes the parish as be​ing "East by south from Ennistymon on the road to Ennis, containing 3371 inhabitants. The parish comprises 9,741 statute acres which are mostly tillage; the land is good and the system of agriculture is gradually improv​ing; there is a considerable quantity of bog." When Lewis described the parish as being mostly tillage, he was probably referring to the growing of potatoes which would have constituted a very high percentage of agricul​tural produce in the area. Now, over one hun​dred and sixty years later, this area is under very little tillage, and drainage is very poor, even though farmers have started drainage schemes and land reclamation. On my field trips through the many townlands in this large parish, during one of the wettest periods in recent years, I found many of the places to​tally inaccessible over a period of many months. There is a large area of bog in this parish and many streams and some lakes. Natural features such as rivers and mountains, streams and lakes, generally marked the boundaries of the old tuath system, and the newer civil parishes, on average, did not dif​fer greatly from the old tuath, using natural features as boundaries. The Parish of Clooney is slightly different, however, in this respect. The River Inagh cuts right down the middle of the parish making the Church at Clooney almost inaccessible to the people on the south​ern and south eastern side of the river. The townlands of Garraun and Lavareen, being on the southern side of the river, seemed to have more ties to the Church and graveyard on the northern side of the river, while the neigh​bouring townlands of Feagreen, Mooghna were connected to the graveyard in Mooghna. As a consequence of this discovery, I became interested in why people in certain townlands crossed the river to be buried.
The interpretation of the name of this parish can be varied. One can assume that it came
from the siting of an ecclesiastical settlement here, or the word "cluain" can be taken to
mean meadowland, or as one farmer remarked to me: the marshy meadow. In the Martyrol‑
ogy of Donegal, O'Donovan (1830, 100) tells us that a Cluain Da-Acra appears in the Irish
Calendar,which he thinks might be the Clooney of Corcomroe. The word acra in the
name is very similar to the name Arga which is the family name of Organ in O'Connor

33
 (1997, 213). The family name of Organ is very prolific in the townland of Cahersherkin. Having travelled the roads and boreens of this parish, any of the above explanations would suit. It is indeed a very marshy meadow; there was an ecclesiastical settlement here, and the surname of a family of the place may always have been associated with the area. I have de​cided that perhaps all three may have some​thing to do with the name of the Parish of Clooney.

