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 The Clare Of Other Days

In the years 1807 and 1808 the most talked of man in Clare was Thomas Downes, Surveyor of Excise. With a small army at his back, composed of detachments of various corps, such as the Longford militia, Queens County militia, the 31st regiment, the 5th and 7th Dragoon Guards, he raged he raged such a war as was never waged before on the soil of Clare, against smugglers and   unlicensed   distillers of whiskey and unlicensed sellers of tobacco    And with no small success, though occasionally he too lost—not a bottle but a seizure.
On the 54th March. 1807. word reached him that a smuggling vessel had landed a cargo of brandy and tobacco off the west coast of Clare. Boot and saddle and away went Thomas Downes from the town of Ennis with the- Longford militia behind him By the time they reached the shore the smug-gling vessel had sailed away and its cargo had been distributed far and wide. Only one small bale of tobacco did Thomas come upon.
A few days later he seized a still I on the lands of Moher, near Inchicronan.    but   the   country    people, some of them armed, gathered, and he was forced to give up his seizure. On   the   following   day   with   the soldiery behind him. he recaptured the still.   On the 8th September in the same year he seized part of a cargo  of  tobacco which had  been landed near Mutton Island.   On the 17th March, 1808   he  came upon a big distillery working at high pressure six miles from  Ennis.    In it he found 23 backs of pot ale, singlings, and of course, a still.   All this he either destroyed or seized.
Three days later in the parish of Beagh, near Gort, twelve miles from Ennis he came upon six private stills with a number of unlicensed malt houses, and he destroyed several thousand gallons of pot ale which he found in 50 backs.
On the 1st December, 1808, with a detachment of the North Cork militia he found in the mountains of Glendine, Miltown Malbay, and on lands near Kilmaley a big un​licensed tobacco factory at work and which he destroyed. On December 8th of the same year be seized a copper still with a thousand gallons of pot ale at Kilmacduane near Cooraclare. Plainly Thomas Downes was an indefatigable official and deserves at least a niche in later Clare history.
THREE   DAYS   RACING   IN ARDS0LLUS
On the 25th, 26th and 27th of April, 1807, there was quite a car​nival of racing at Ardsollus. As was the racing custom of the time, there were a number of heats run each day for the prizes offered, which were 30, 40 and 33 guineas respect​ively. John O'Callaghan and Anthony Collops were the stewards at this meeting and Robert Hunter was the Judge On Friday. 21st of August, 1807, there was another race meeting, this time at Newmarket-onj-Fergus where the stewards were Edward O'Brien, Baronet and Thomas Browne.
FACTION    FIGHT    AT O'CALLAGHAN'S   MILLS
Nearly everyone had read of or heard accounts of the faction fights At the fair of O'Callaghan's Mills on the 2nd July, 1807. there was faction fight which resulted to  number of the combatants getting wounded, a man named Sexton rather severely. Robberies and "hold ups" were fairly numerous! When the guests of a party given in a country house near Mountshannon were returning home they were waylaid and robbed. The house of a man named John Blake who lived near O'Briens Bridge was attacked by a gang the same nightt but desisted when they discovered that Father McCormack, Parish Priest of Killaloe, was a guest in the house.
THE TRADAREE CAVALRY 
There was a yeomanry or militia organisation in Clare at that time, apparently of large numbers, for we read of the Tradree cavalry and Newmarket infantry having been reviewed by Brigade Major Colles on March  7th. 1808. Apparently these yeomen or militia were not particularly popular, for an affray took piece near Castleconnell on the 5th of October, 1808. between a party of militia and some country people in which two brothers named Ryan lost their lives.
OATS 11d A STONE 
The price of corn at Ennis market  those days was fairly high con​sidering the value of money. Wheat was sold been 1/1 to 2/- a stone, oats 11d a stone and barley 9d and 10d a stone.
There w a school in Ennis then off which a Mr Fitzgerald was head​master On the 25th July 1807 there was a distribution of prizes and certificates Greek: Latin and Roman history and Declamation were   the   subjects for  which  the prizes were awarded and the names of the successful pupils were White, Wyse, Nelegan, O Grady, Fitzgerald, McMahon and Peacock.

