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Clare And The 
Confederation
COUNTY CONVERTED INTO 
A  WILDERNESS
The contest between  the power of England and the Irish, represented by  the  Confederation  of Kilkenny,  lasted  for  nine  years, and during its existence, the gentry and people of the County of Clare were largely  involved.  Several  of the principal men of the county had repaired to Limerick to give their aid to  the  besieged in that  city.
Amongst the names of those who, in 1646, signed the Declaration of Demands addressed to Charles I we find those of Bartholomew Stacpool of Limerick. Christopher O'Brien of Inchiquin, Conor O'Brien of Ballymacoda.  Daniel  MacNamara  of Doon, Dermot O'Brien of Dromore Fineen Fitzpatrick   of   Lisdoonvarna
and  John  MacNamara  of Moyriesk..  During the progress  of the strife, Clare, in common with the rest   of   Ireland,   suffered severely. The lives of  the  people were sacrificed  in  many  battles that took place in the period  between 1642 and 1651, in the latter of which years the lieutenants of Cromwell  completed  the  ruin  of the county.
A contemporary account of its condition in 1653 is given as follows: "The difficulties of the Government were increased by the reports arriving from Connaught from the earliest transplanters to the families they left behind pre​paring to follow, who were thereby discouraged. They found the country a waste.
CASTLES    DEMOLISHED
The County of Clare was totally ruined  and  almost  destitute of inhabitants.    Out   of   nine   baronies, comprising   1,300  townlands  at   the most,  lying in the barony  of Bunratty , few   were   inhabited   in   the month  of June,  1653,  except  some persons   living   for   safety   in garrisons. The castles were either blown up by gunpowder,      as dangerous to  be  left  in the hands of the Irish, or occupied by the English soldiery or by the ancient proprietors, who looked on the transplanters as   enemies   liable   to supplant   them,   and   therefore   encouraged   their   followers   to   give them a  rough   reception.  Besides this the   Loughrea   Commissioners gave some   of   the   earliest   transplanters assignments in the barony of Burren, one of the most barren places in    the    county.     Edmond Doheerty,   a   mason,   presented   a petition certified   by   the   Commission at Loughrea, containing a demand on  the Commissioners for settlement of the affairs in Ireland for the sum  of £32/10/- for  demolishing 13  castles    in    the Clare, at £2/10/- each castle, which was allowed accordingly." 
A  census   of   the   County   Clare was taken  in  1659  by Sir William Petty. The   whole   population   of Clare was   found   to   consist   of 16,474 Catholics   and   440  English Protestants.    Petty   furnishes   the names and numbers of the principal Irish families in the several baronies.
SWORD.    FAMINE    AND PESTILENCE
Cromwell's generals were not content with slaughtering the people. They   seized   upon   hundreds,   and, putting them on board ships wait​ing at Cork to receive them, trans​ported them to Barbadoes.  In an account of Clare written  by Hugh Bridgall in 1680, he says " that the county being  populous     enough before   the  rebellion   in   1651.   1652 and   1653.  it  was so  afflicted with sword,  famine, pestilence     and banishment of the natives as scarce any   inhabitants   therein,   but now   it beginneth again to be stored with people and containeth 30,000 souls,  whereof  nearlv  20,000 may be Protestant  and English by birth and descent.' 
Cromwell's soldiers  are stated to have murdered one hundred of the Irish in the baronies of Tulla and Bunratty, although they were under protection:  and two officers named Stace and Apes, put to death five hundred   families   in   the   baronies of Islands, Ibrickane,   Clonderlaw and Moyarta, notwithstanding that they also had received protection.
