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CHEVALIER    O’GORMAN
Clareman  Who  Started Hurling  In   Paris
THE MacGormans, as they were known in early times, flourished for a long time in Leinster, according to Frost, under the tribal name of Ui Bairrche, and they were descended from Caher More. Monarch of Ireland in the second century.    The tribe is frequently men​tioned in the Annals of the Four Masters.

They came into Munster in the early centuries of the Christian era. and  settled first    in    the   County Limerick. From here they came into Clare and settled   under   the O'Briens in the territory  of Ibrickan. In the early Annals we
read that Donald  MacGorman of Ibrickan, one of O’Brien’s servants of  trust,  kept  a  house  of  general hospitality and was reputed to be the  richest   man  in   Ireland.     He died    in    1484    according    to    the Annals of the Four Masters.  Again. we are  told  that  Melaghlin  Mac Gorman   died   in    1580,   and   his estates  of   Drumellihy  and   Cahermurphy descended  to  his son and heir,  Dermot.
FIRST   OF   THE   GREAT   CLAN
In   the   Irish   Record   Office in Dublin,   there  is an  entry in the Book of Distributions  saying that in   1641   Daniel   and   Cahir   Mac Gorman  were still  the proprietors of Drumellihy, while Cahermurphy belonged to Daniel MacGorman the younger,  Conor  MacGorman,  Thos. MacGorman,   Teige   Manchan   and Scanlan MacGorman.
Frost, the able and learned Clare historian,    has    no    hesitation in stating  that the  Chevalier O'Gorman was the first of the great clan to lay aside the Mac and take on the ‘O' instead.   Strange as it may seem,   the   Chevalier,   who   resided on the Continent for many years compiled   manuscript   upon   manuscript   relating   to   genealogy   and  Irish history, does not seem to have published   anything.     His   various manuscripts and  letters, of which there are a great number,  are in the   library   of   the   Royal   Irish Academy in Dublin, and many more have now found their way into the National Library in Kildare Street Dublin.
BORN   IN   TULLYCREENE
Chevalier O'Gorman was born in the townland of Tullycreene. parish
of Kilmurry, between the years 1720 and  1730.    It appears  that at an
early age he emigrated to France to seek  his   fortune,   following   on
the footsteps of many  another of the young gentry of the time and
ready   for  any   contingencies.     He was   excellently   educated   and   his ability was of the highest calibre. He did not, however, neglect taking
an active interest in athletics; and one of the kind that interested him
most   was   that   of   hurling.     He was particularly fond of that fine
game—the game of the Gael.
THE    IRISH    IN   PARIS
At this  time  numbers of Irish​men resided in Paris, as they were for one cause or another forced to flee their  native  heath. At  any rate,   these   young   athletic   Irish​men  decided  to  let the  Parisians witness an exhibition of this great game   of   the   Gael.    They   chose one of the great public  parks  of Paris for the game and, of course, hurling   being  such   a  novelty,  so exciting, so manly and so vigorous, and so picturesque,    that    great crowds from  the  Queen  of  Cities came   to   see   it.     It   created   a first-class   sensation   amongst   the Parisians, whilst the appearance of young O’Gorman in particular, his height (he stood 6ft. 6ins.),   his dexterity and    address    won    un​bounded applause, and became theh theme of conversation and admiration everywhere.
So widespread were the reports of the game and so favourable the impression created, particularly of the cultured and gigantic youth who seemed to surpass all his fellow hurlers, that eventually the intelligence reached the Court of the King, Louis XV. The result was, naturally, that King Louis, with all the cares of his kingship, expressed an ardent wish to see the novelty – an anxiety in which the Irish, and O’Gorman in particular, heartedly indulged the monarch. It was a happy incident or accident, whichever way we may view it, for it was the means of bringing about the introduction between O’Gorman and King Louis of France.
JOINED THE IRISH BRIGADE
O'Gorman was straightaway en​gaged in the service of Louis, whether at first in a civil or military capacity is not quite clear, but there is one thing absolutely certain, and that is that he joined the Irish Brigade, then active in France, and distinguished himself in many of the battles in which the Brigade took part and where the English, the, lifelong enemies of his country, were defeated. He was, too, assigned a post of honour and made Chevalier—a distinction which attached to his name ever afterwards.

INHERITED CONSIDERABLE PROPERTY 

About! this time, too, he married a French lady, the sister of the celebrated Chevalier d'Eon. This union brought him into possession of a rich dowry and considerable property in Burgundy. He now had extensive vineyards, which annually yielded large quantities of wine and which O'Gorman was in the habit of exporting to his native Ireland, having formed a profitable connection in the wine trade, as his name and fame were now wide​spread in the old land. He was accustomed also to make frequent visits to Ireland and especially to Clare, where his family had  lived and   where   the   branch   of  it to which  he  belonged  was  connected with  O'Briens,  Viscounts of Clare. and   the   last   of   whom   (the   Vis​counts)   fell at  the  great  battle of Ramillies  when  fighting  with  the Irish Brigade. All the time O'Gorman devoted himself to literature; knew the native language   of the Gael and spoke it fluently, and he  ever took delight  in   roaming through the rich libraries of  Paris and other cities in France, in order pore over manuscripts, to collect all the information he could obtain relative to the antiquities, the history and traditions of his native Ireland.

EXCELLED   THE SCHOLARS OF HIS TIME
In   this way he   acquired an immense amount of most valuable information especially that relating to genealogy;  and it can be truly said that,  in this special field of knowledge,  he far exceeded   the scholars of his time. There have not been wanting critics who were so base as to assert  that O'Gorman’s  manuscripts, and   his   great store of epistolary matter, were lost or totally discarded as of no value when he brought them from France and came to live in Ireland. A pile of his manuscripts and letters are most carefully preserved
in the great libraries in Dublin.

THE   FRENCH   REVOLUTION
He    continued,    as    one    writer aptly puts it, at the "top of  the wheel"   until   the  Revolution burst on France, and especially on Paris, in  1792, and O'Gorman and many others of his countrymen were forced to fly from Paris to escape the dreaded fury of the Revolution​ary tribunal.  All his property was of  course,  confiscated  and  so  he had   to turn to the land of his birth and affections once more. When he reached Clare he repaired to his native parish. Here there was no home which he could call his own to receive him.    He had two sons, but both died young; certainly before himself. A near relative, however, one of the O'Brien   family of Drumellihy, in​vited him to reside with him and offered him the hospitality of his home, which  the  Chevalier grate​fully accepted.  Here he resided for some years,  indeed, until his death. During this time he paid frequent visits to Limerick, where he was invariably a most welcome guest in the Societies and Clubs of the Antiquarian and    Gaelic scholars of that historic city. It is known that was on intimate terms with Dr. Sylvester O’Halloran, who resided in Limerick: with O’Malley, the antiquarian: with MacElligott,. the teacher and Gaelic scholar,   and   with   James Roche, one of  the most learned and accomplished men of his day.
THE O'BRIENS OF DRUMELLIHY
O'Gorman's relatives, the O’Briens of Drumellihy, held their extensive estates, numbering several hundred acres, as lease from the Viscount, who forfeited. On the sale of these forfeited estates, the lands came into the possession of the following purchasers namely: Burton, who got 479 acres; Westby who got 921 acres, and Enery. who got 853. The McDonnells were named as the third purchasers and not Enery, but, as a matter of fact, the Mc​Donnells were the agents for Enery. The total value of all these lends was just a little over £760. Even allowing for the value of money at the time, the lands were worth very much more than here given for them.
The Chevalier died in 1813, so that he lived to a great age. He was buried in Kilmacduane. For many years subsequent to his burial, no tomb marked the spot where he was burled. It should have been mentioned above that O'Gorman's mother was a sister of The O'Brien who held Drumelllhy when the Chevalier returned from Continent.
