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Ceoltoiri Na Cathrach
MILTOWN   MALBAYS 
PROUD  RECORD
Anyone who read the list of Fleadh Ceoil prizewinners must have noticed the recurrence of the words “Ceoltoirí na Cathrach” or the address Miltown Malbay. The Miltown  branch of C.C.E. -  “Ceoltoirí na Cathrach” – entered over 60 competitors and more than half of them won prizes.
All-Ireland championships were won by Josey Hayes – senior tin whistle; Francie Vaughan – war pipes, and Sean Creehan, concert flute (under 20). Munster championships went to Josie Hayes for tin whistle; Paddy McMahon, senr. accordeon, and the following are the 1956 Clare champions: Josey Hayes – flute, Michael Creehan – tin whistle, (14-18); senior Ml. Cleary. Violin: senior Bobby Casey; intermediate, James Flynn; junior  M. Hehir.

First second and third places went to Miltown for senior duet. Among other prize winners were Junior, Ml Creehan, J. C. Talty, Martin Talty, Willy Clancy and Anthony Creehan.
In  a  very  keenly-contested  ceili band competition,  the club's band, Ceoltoiri   Laichtin   Naomhtha   tied for third place with ninety marks. They shared the privilege of pro​viding music for the Fleadh ceilithe, when they took over the Queen's on Sunday and Monday nights.

 ATTRACTIVE   TURN-OUT 
The   Laichtin   Naomhtha   band-wagon was acknowledged to be the most   attractive   turn-out   at   the Fleadh   parade.     The   lorry   was decorated in Celtic design, designed and   executed   by   Colm   O'Connor of the Technical School. Oil painted motifs   on   the   lorry  showed  Eire playing a harp while another sym​bolised "The West's Awake!"   The Technical School's Irish Class por​trayed   Clare   in   Literature,  with Miceal O Coimhin and, the figures of Oisin and Niamh Cinn Oir and Brian Mac Giolla Meidhre agus mna a   aimsire,   history   by   a   Clare's Dragoon, dancing by an exhibition of the Siege of Ennis, and Clare music by Bobby Casey on the violin and Willy Clancy on the pipes. 
FUNDS FOR FLEADH  CEOIL
 The Ceoltoiri have been responsible for a wonderful renaissance of Irish music in the Miltown district.   In their first year they held four first-class concerts and several ceilidhes and also played at ceilithe to pro​vide funds for the Fleadh Ceoil. Members competed at  the Fleadh Ceoil in Loughrea, at the Oireachtas in Dublin and at Feis Ceoil an Iarthair in Galway where not only their beautiful style of traditional playing but also their use of the Irish language made a very good impression.   Laichtin Naomhtha is the patron Saint of Miltown and so the celli band is called Buion Ceoil Laichthin  Naomhtha.
FIRST-CLASS MUSICIANS 
It is composed of fourteen first-class musicians, some of them very versatile. Viewers of Television were able to see the band on Tues​day week as they played for dan​cers on the Market Square in Ennis during the Fleadh. They were also photographed by Movitone and the film will be shown in provincial cinemas later in the year. This band was fourth in twenty-six bands at last year's Fleadh and third in Munster this year, and should give a good account of itself before it is forty years old.
TH0SE IN CONTROL 

 Ceoltoiri na Cathrach with Runaí —Angela Merry, Treasurer — James Ward. Chairman — Rev. Fr Mullalley and Committee—Miss Una O’Brien, N.T. Messrs Martin Talty, Chairman County Board CCE. Colm O'Connor. Michael Curtin, John Shire, Paddy Malone "Junior" Creehan, Josey Hayes and Joe McMahon. N.t.  acknowledged   their  gratitude to their Rev  President  Canon O'Reilly for the use of the Parochial Hall  and  to  the  Vocational  Committee   for  the   use of rooms in the Technical School. Were it not for these facilities the Ceoltoiri would have no place to meet, organize or practice and Miltown   would    not have been enabled to do for Irish Music what Scariff has done for amateur drama.

At the first general meeting it will be decided whether Ceoltoiri na Cathrach will compete at the Oireachtas or will be content with the position they have undoubtedly won for themselves – that of premier branch of Comhaltas Ceoltoiri Eireann.  
