Clare Champion 5th August 1953

Cattle Ailments And Remedies
SYMPTOMS TO WATCH FOR
Choking. Symptoms: The animal stops feeding, hangs back on the hind legs with the head lowered, slavers freely and coughs intermit​tently. There may be rapid devel​opment of bloat. Cause: The feeding of whole roots, etc. Treat​ment: This should not be under​taken by the layman unless the foreign body can be removed easily as by massage of the throat. If in danger from bloat before the arrival of a veterinary surgeon, an emergency puncture may be made into the rumen. Prevention: Slicing roots; and the careful feeding of sugar beet pulp, etc.
Coccidiosis. Symptoms: Cattle of all ages affected, but mainly up to 1 year old. Animals stand with arched back. Dung is very loose, containing often blood and mucus. Cause: Small parasites which occur in most young stock but develop disease only when present in large numbers. Treatment: 1 oz. sulpha-mezathine in milk followed by 6 drachms in milk for four doses. Control: Young calves should never be placed in crowded quarters. Calf pens should be thoroughly cleaned out every two days where there has been an infection.
De-Horning. Object: To prevent bullying among yarded cattle. Met​hod: It is best done when calves are a few days old, by burning the horn buds with a caustic stick or electric burning iron. For adult stock sawing off under an anaesthe​tic is the most common method.
Disinfection. After experiencing any infectious or contagious disease in farm stock, the stall, loose-box and associated equipment should be disinfected thoroughly by the far​mer. Use an "approved" disinfec​tant (obtainable from any chemist) in the required dilution, but first wash the parts free of dung, dirt and litter, etc., by using a 5 per cent, solution of washing soda and hot water. Coal-tar derivatives and Chlorine containing compounds are particularly efficacious and econo​mical for farm use. When prac​ticable the use of boiling water or steam may replace the disinfectant. Wooden fittings can also be disin​fected by the cautious use of the blowlamp. Commercial detergents can replace washing soda.
Foul of the foot. Symptoms: well marked lameness accompanied by sharp loss in milk yield and loss of condition. The affected foot shows swelling and pain between the claws. Cause: A necrosis germ which gains entrance to the foot through cracks and wounds. Treat​ment: Poultice the foot; never cut it with a knife. When the abscess bursts, make sure the central core comes away. Seek veterinary advice early if no response to first-aid treatment.
Grass Staggers. (Grass Tetany). Symptoms: Twitching; nervousness; unsteady gait; animal may become violent, fall on its side and kick violently; nearly always within first fortnight-of turning out to grass. Cause: Believed related to the blood-magnesium content. Treatment: Veterinary injections of calcium and magnesium are, frequently success​ful. Prevention: Turn out to grass by gradually lengthening the grazing periods. Give high protein foods. A mineral mixture rich in magne​sium may prevent the condition. Adequate manuring of pastures is important.
Hoven (Bloat). Symptoms: Cudding stops; typical swelling of the left flank. Cause: Choking (pre​venting outlet of gas), or fermenta​tion of wet succulent green foods in the stomach. Rarely tuberculosis. Treatment: Get veterinary advice immediately or death may follow. Prevention: Hoven can sometimes be prevented by offering hay or straw to cattle on young leys. Avoid an excess of leguminous fodder by controlled grazing, removing stock to bare permanent pastures.
Husk     (Hoose).     Symptoms:   A ,husky cough
Part missing

immediate relief. Blowing up of udder also effective in many cases. Do not milk out after calving. Take off only sufficient milk to ease the udder. Watch mineral and vitamin contents of diet.
Pneumonia. Symptoms: off food; milk yield down; breathing shallow and  rapid;   cough;  painful  grunt: body held stiffly; temperature abouI 104’ F.   Cause: Infection of lung' by   bacteria.    Treatment: Do not drench except on veterinary advice. Afford plenty of fresh air without draughts.   A plaster of mustard and tepid water over the ribs on each side, covered by brown paper and held on by light, but warm sacks and string is very useful.    Sodium sulphamezathine   by  injection, followed by sulphamezathine   powder in milk is effective.   For pneumonia in calves after drenching, give quarter to half lb. common salt in water by mouth, followed by 200,000 unit penicillin injected into the muscles.
Red- Water (Blood Murrain: May Disease: C: Moor-ill).    Symptoms: Often seen in heavy milkers. Characterized by port-wine or dark coloured frothy urine. High mortality unless treated by the early use of special veterinary drugs. Cause: One type is due to Tick-borne blood parasites (Babesia divergens). Treat​ment:  One lb. of common salt in water by mouth, additional food may be of some value. Obtain immediate veterinary advice if no response.
Ringworm. Symptoms: Common in young stock, Autumn to Spring, characterized by greyish hairless patches (often rounded) which de​velop a wrinkled scurfy and scaly appearance. Contagious. Cause: A fungus. Treatment: Soak off scabs with a solution of ten per cent, caustic soda; dress with a mixture of sulphur 1 part, rape oil 4 parts. Dress small areas at a time twice weekly for two weeks. Obstinate cases respond to dressings of Tetmosol. An attempt should be made to disinfect infected calf-boxes, "gate posts -etc. Note: This complaint is also infectious to man.
