Freeman’s Journal 13th November 1897.
COWARDLY OUTRAGES ON CLARE FISHERMEN

Our Miltown Malbay correspondent writes – 

An outrage of a most wilful and dastardly character  took place on Wednesday night on the 
shores of Seafield, West Clare.    It appears that Michael  O'Connor, fisherman, and his two comrades, John and  Michael McInerney, brothers residing at, Seafield, were going out this morn​ing for their nets and when some distance from the shore the canoe was found making water fast.  
The poor men had only time to plunge from the sinking boat into the sea, to save themselves and make for the shore. On examination of the boat it was found, to be cut underneath the frame, where it would not be noticed. A man named M Grehan was preparing his canoe to go to sea and on examination he also found that his canoe was cut in a similar way. He was fortunate in discovering the cuts before starting. There have been several petty outrages committed on the seashore recently.  On Sa​turday night it was reported that the fishing nets of Michael Kenny , also a fisherman  were cut shreds, and that some barrels of  cured mackerel had alas disappeared, The polled are  investigating into the outrages, and are hopeful of bringing the parties to justice.
