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Fitz has been N.T.
in Miltown-Malbay
"Sunday Independent" Special
WHEN National teacher Michael ("Bob") Fitzpatrick  turned the key in the door of Miltown-Malbay N.S. for the last time this week-end he had completed 43 years of teaching in the school where his father before him taught for 44 years.
Bob qualified as a teacher in 1915. On his return to his native Miltown-Malbay he formed a G.AA club which the following year won the Clare junior and senior football champion​ships.
The club was  given the selection of the Clare senior team in 1917 when the Banner County won its first and only Munster Championship. After de​feating Galway in the All-Ireland semi-final at Athlone. the team (on which Bob himself played) went under by 5 points to Wexford in the All-Ireland ' final.

Elected to represent Clare in the Munster Council in 1916, he served until he resigned in 1921. He was vice--chairman of Clare Co. Board for many years.

MANY ACTIVITIES
Bob's activities were not confined to purely G.A.A. matters. He was also hon. secretary of the Parochial Hall Committee; hon. treasurer of the life-saving and swimming club, chairman of the Young Farmers' Club, hon. secretary of Spanish Point Golf Club, president of the local. Badminton Club, chairman of the Coursing Club, hon. secre​tary of the local Dramatic Society, a member of the Fleadh Ceoil Committee and hon. secretary of the Gaelic league.
He is still chairman of the Clare Co. Committee, IN.T.O.
To mark his retirement he was presented with a bedside table and a hearth rug by the pupils and with a leather suit​case by the staff. The presen​tations were made by Very Rev. Canon O'Reilly, P.P., Mil​town-Malbay.
