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THE SEE OF KILLALOE
ITS  ILLUSTRIOUS  RULERS  IN BYGONE  DAYS
IN a previous issue, the history of the See of Killaloe was brought to the 1640's, and the event mentioned last was the struggle between Bishops O'Quealy and O'Molony for the right to rule the diocese, which ended in Bishop O'Molony becoming Bishop, despite the appeals lodged by clergy and laymen of note for the other.
We continue—O'Quealy. however, was compensated and consoled by having bestowed on him in the following year the Archbishopric of Tuam. In 1642. Bishop O'Molony assisted at the consecration of the Bishop of Clonfert. He was amongst the Prelates who affixed their signatures to the manifesto denouncing Ormond for his treachery to the cause of Con​federated Catholics. He raised a troop of soldiers and appointed a meeting at Quin. Ormond sent Edward Wogan against them. The party was dispersed, the Bishop taken prisoner, and he would have been put to death had not Ormond saved him. On this occasion, Ormond laid hands on a sum of money amounting to £1,400 which the Bishop had hidden away in sacks of wool. O'Molony was one of the nine Irish Bishops who were resident in their Sees in 1649, and he died in Ireland after that date. From 1655 to 1671, the See was under Vicars. 1665, the memorial of Donough Harty to be made Vicar Apostolic was read in the Propaganda. In 1666, John de Burgo appears as Vicar Apostolic of Cashel and Killaloe. In 1668, Donough Harty again appears as Vicar Apostolic of the last-named diocese. In 1671. John O'Molony. second of that name, was appointed Bishop of Killaloe. He was the second son of John O'Molony of Kiltannon, and was born in the year 1617. He was a Doctor of the Sorbonne and just before his appointment to the See of Killaloe had been Canon in Rouen, France. He was named Bishop by the Propaganda in May, 1671, in con​formity with the wishes of the people of the diocese, who had in 1658, supplicated the Pope to make him their Bishop, and with the desire of the Council in Dublin to the same effect as expressed in 1670. His qualifications for the office were set forth in various testimonials from the University of Paris and from several French Bishops and Archbishops.
FOUNDER OF THE IRISH COLLEGE IN PARIS
He was described as the best man fitted for the bishopric because he owned some ecclesiastical benefices, sufficient, not alone for his ownmaintenance but also to help the poor. After his nomination, he delayed coming to Ireland because of his fear of Ormond and because he was then engaged in the found​ing of a College for the education of Irish Priests at Paris; he was peremptorily ordered by the Papal Nuncio to repair to his diocese at once. Soon after, in 1673, he was deputed by the other Irish Bishops to visit France and endeavour to persuade the French King and his Minister to establish the Irish Ecclesiastical College. He was suc​cessful and a few years after the college was opened, being endowed by the Bishop of Killlaloe and he is justly regarded as its founder. It is probably on some errand in connection with his college that he had again to visit Paris, as in 1675, the Propaganda gave him leave of absence for six months to go there on urgent private business. From a letter of Dr. Brennan, Archbishop of Cashel, we learn that the Bishop of Killaloe was not then in his own district, being in strict concealment, "and justly so for our enemies bear him great ill will and speak violently against him." He fled to France, soon afterwards, as in 1682 he is found acting as Coadjutor Bishop of Rouen. In 1689, he was named Bishop of Limerick by Pope Innocent XI, retaining Killaloe in administration. He did not remain long in Limerick, being forced again to fly to France. There in the Sulpician house at Issy, near Paris, he died on September 3rd, 1702, in the 85th year of his age. In the sidewall of the Irish College in Paris, is inserted a marble slab transferred from the Lombards, which bears a Latin inscription setting forth the prin​cipal events of his life.
IMPRISONED BY THE
HERETICS
From 1702 to 1713. the See of Killaloe was under Vicars. By decree of the Propaganda, dated June 30th, 1713, Eustace Brown was nominated Bishop and in the following August was consecrated at Villa Domus Fontis by Christopher Butler, Archbishop of Cashel, assis​ted by Donogh MacCarthy, Bishop of Cork, and two other dignitaries. On the 4th of October, 1723, the Archbishop of Cashel was appointed Administrator of Killaloe, Dr. Brown having been suspended from his functions and afterwards im​prisoned by the heretics. In 1724 it is thought that he was again restored to his diocese. In 1739. Sylvester Lloyd was named Bishop. In 1733, he was living in Brussels. In very bad health, and was advised to visit Spa by his doctors. He was translated to Waterford and Lismore in 1739, and Patrick McDonough was named Bishop of Killaloe in his stead. Dr. McDonough held the office for four years only, for in 1743, his successor. William O'Meara was appointed. Dr. O'Meara managed the diocese for nine years. In 1752, Patrick Naughten. who was over fifty-six years old, was appointed. He was a native of Connaught, and was recommended by the Papal Nuncio at Brussels. He had presided for sixteen years over the college of Douay. to which he was a liberal benefactor being a very rich man. It  would  appear  that  Naughten refused the Bishopric because we find, in 1752. Nicholas Madgett was appointed by Papal Brief to the See of Killaloe.  He had been formerly President  of  the College of St. Barbara in Paris, and in 1752 had been Vicar General of Ardfert.  He was appointed Bishop of Ardfert and  Aghadoe  in  February.  1753. and  Bishop  O'Meara was trans​ferred  by Brief to Killaloe in his stead.   In  1765.  by Brief, a Dominican named Peter McMahon was made Prelate of the See of Killaloe.  He was a native of the diocese of Limerick, having been born there in the year 1720.  His consecration took place on August the 4th. James Butler, Archbishop of Cashel, being the consecrating Prelate,  assisted  by  Thomas  de Burgo. Bishop of Ossory. and Daniel O'Kennedy.  Bishop  of  Limerick. Dr. McMahon died in Limerick in February,  1807.   In  1798.  James O'Shaughnessy was created Coad​jutor  Bishop  with  right  of suc​cession, and. on the death of Dr. McMahon.  he  succeeded  to  the Bishopric.  He died in 1828.
DIED    IN    WELLPARK,   NEAR QUIN
In 1819. Patrick McMahon. who had been educated at Nantes, and had been Vicar General and Dean of Killaloe, was nominated by the Propaganda. Bishop of Fesse and Coadjutor Bishop of Killaloe with right of succession. On the death of Dr. O'Shaughnessy, in 1828, he assumed the management of the diocese. He died at Wellpark, near Quin. on June 7th 1836. In the same year Patrick Kennedy suc​ceeded Dr. McMahon and managed the diocese till 1851, in which year he died and was succeeded by Daniel Vaughan. Vicar Capitular and Parish Priest of Nenagh. He was elected on 24th of March and consecrated on 8th of June. 1851. He died in July. 1859. at the age of sixty-nine years. In 1859. Michael Flannerv succeeded. He was born on 17th May 1818. He had been Professor of Moral Theology at All Hallows College,. Dublin, and Vicar General of Killaloe from 1852 to 1859. He was consecrated Thieropolis and Coadjutor Bishon of Killaloe on 5th September. 1858 After exercising the functions of a Bishop for a few years he withdrew from his diocese, leaving its management to Coadiutor Bishops. In 1865, Nicholas Power. Parish Priest of Killaloe and Vicar General, was appointed Coadjutor with right to succession, and Bishop of Saretta. He was con​secrated on 25th of June. 1865, and died in 1871, soon after his return home from the General Council of the Vatican. In November, 1871. James Ryan, Parish Priest of Nenagh and Vicar General was nominated Coadiutor Bishop of Killaloe with a right to succession and was also named Bishop of Echinus. His consecration took place on 4th February. 1872. He died in 1889. In 1890. Thomas MacRedmond was consecrated Bishop of Killaloe and the ceremony took place on January 12th. At the time of his appointment he was Parish Priest of Killaloe and had been previously, for several years, principal of the Diocesan College at Ennis. Dr. MacRedmond died in 1904, and in September 4th of that year, the consecration took place of the late Most Rev. Dr. Michael Fogarty.
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