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The Bishop of Killaloe 200 Years Ago
Persecution By Informers, Sheriffs and Spies
MASS   HOUSES   WERE    NAILED   UP
(Special to the Clare Champion)
Dr. PATRICK MacDONAGH. Bishop of Killaloe. 1739 – 1752, belonged  to the MacDonagh  family of Kilfenora, proprietors of Ballykirrln. Ballyshanny and Ballykeale in North Clare. He was educated on the continent, and at the time of his appointment to the See of Killaloe he was parish priest and titular abbot in a French diocese. As Bishop he lived in the town of Ennis, probably in Chapel Lane, near that insignificant building which served the purposes of a cathedral for him during his reign of  thirteen  years.
It is how the CY.M.S. Hall, but it was built as a parish church four years before Dr. MacDonagh's appointment and was extended twenty-three years after his death. The dates 1735 and 1775 are still legible, and I wish to emphasise that because centennial souvenirs sometimes give 1775 as the year in which the old church was built.   That is not correct.
A story is told about the first occasion on which the church bell was to be rung. Fireball MacNamara, a non-Catholic who has acquired fame as a duelist, took up his position near the entrance door and placed his dreaded pistols on a table as a guarantee to the Catholics of Ennis that their bell would not be silenced. The story appeals to me and I am sorry I cannot vouch for its historicity. If the bell was erected when the church was built Fireball MacNamara must be eliminated because he was not born for many years after 1735, and if the bell was erected when the church was ex​tended Fireball MacNamara's inter​vention would have been unneces​sary. That holds not only for 1775 but for the twenty years preceding that date. One would think that the Catholics of Ennis who had the courage to build a church in 1735 would not have hesitated to erect a bell at the same time.
The dates on the building create no difficulty but the same cannot be said of the initials carved be​neath the date 1735. It will help the reader to have before him a reproduce
tion of the inscribed slab, and here it is:— 
1735
J.M.P.P.
J.D.V.P.
COURAGEOUS   PEOPLE
V.P. stands for Vicarius Paroeciae which is the ordinary Latin for curate. But.who was the curate whose initials arc given as J J?., and who was the parish priest whose initials are given as J.M.? If I were able to answer that question I could tell my readers who were the priests who took their courage In their hands, erected a parish church for Ennis while the Penal Laws .were still in force. incidentally gave to an old lane the name by- which it Is known to the present day, I shall return to this baffling problem.
I have said that Dr. MacDonagh lived in Ennis, and it may interest readers of the Clare Champion to note that from 1752 when he died. down  to  1920  when   Dr.   Fogarty
purchased   Westbourne,   no   Bishop of  Killaloe lived  in  Ennis.    It is true that Dr. MacRedmond resided
at Ashllne until his death in 1904, but Ashllne  was  never within the Ennis Town Boundary.

-
Dr.   MacDonagh bequeated his house and furniture, with the exception of his clock, to   John Whelan of Ennis. He also be​queathed twelve pounds for the repair of the family tomb at Kilfenora.    Anyone interested in this eighteenth  century  Bishop  should pay a visit to the ancient Church of Kilfenora and read the inscrip​tion on the  MacDonagh   tomb. From  it  one  learns  that  Donald' MacDonagh   and   his   wife   Maria O'Connor erected the tomb in the year   1685.     This   is   the   Bishop's epitaph:  "Here lie the  remains of Dr. Patrick Mac Donagh, grandson of the above Donaldus.   He was a dignitary of the Church of France and of the Romish of Ireland.   He  was intimately acquainted with the men of  the   first   rank.     He   died, 25th February. 1752. aged 74 years."
PENAL  LAWS  IN  CO.  CLARE
To elicit some information about Dr. MacDonagh's Life and Times I shall ask a question, and as his Lordship would be more intimately affected by penal restrictions oper​ating in the district where he resided I shall word my question this way. Were the Penal Laws regarded as so many scraps of paper in County Clare? Let Dean White answer. Summing up the position in his History of Clare and the Dalcassian Clans he tells us that for more than a century following 1702 Clare can scarcely be said to have a history. "Its people, beaten to the ground, trampled on, and stripped of all proprietorial and civic rights, sought safety in obscurity." Now let us hear one of the ascendancy. Mr. (afterwards Sir Lucius) O'Brien, member for Ennis. who, in a Parliamentary speech in 1764 said:—
"I need not show all the dis​advantages that arise from the number of Papists among us. It is necessary to have the Papists under some restraints from which the Protestants are free." When Mr. O'Brien delivered that speech he must have known that the Penal Laws had not been stringently en​forced for more than ten years. But we have evidence bearing directly on Dr. MacDonagh's reign. In March. 1744, the High Sheriff of the county wrote from Lismehane to the secretary of the Lords Jus​tices:—"Sir. I have in accordance to directions made a very strict search and inquiry into all the houses at Ennis last week and had the army from Clare to assist me, and I sent my sub-sheriff to Kilrush, Kilfenora and several other places where we had the least suspicion of priests or arms, but could not find either. We have locked and nailed-up the Masshouses— Jn. Westropp." From this we can see how uncer​tain was the position of priests in County Clare. The word of an informer could set the machinery of government in motion with the inevitable result that the sheriff was spurred oh to "exert himself with more than ordinary diligence and zeal."
OUR    PRESENT    BISHOP'S DISCOVERY
I know you will ask me how was it that Dr. MacDonagh was able to evade the net which Dublin Castle was continually throwing around the Catholic Clergy. The answer is that he was in bad health and anxiously looking forward to the assistance of a Coadjutor-Bishop for whom he had petitioned. In. the meantime the government of the diocese devolved on his excellent vicar general, the Very Rev. James Dalton, who was anything but free from the attention of spies, sheriffs and soldiers. Recently, the Most Rev. Dr. Rodgers, Bishop of Killaloe, brought to light illuminating historical documents, one of which is signed by Father Dalton, It is the Constitutions of a Killaloe Diocesan Synod held at Ennis in that year. To these the Very Rev. James Dalton subscribes his name as "V.G. of the Most Illustrious and the Most Reverend Patrick, Bishop of Killaloe, on the 23rd day of August in the year 1742." I have taken the liberty of translating the Latin freely.
WORK  OF AN  INFORMER
A year later the following titbit was despatched to the Lord Lieut​enant by an informer from Lime​rick: "There is one Pat Neylon, a parish priest and vicar general of the Diocese of Kilmacduagh in the
County of Galway. who when he hears confessions obliges his pen​itents to give him a certain sum of money in order to remit it to a foreign prince for his support as he tells them they are obliged in con​science to do it and likewise he says he can absolve them from any oaths of loyalty to the present king and by this reason he may with​draw the subject from the King and cause a rebellion in this king​dom. In the County of Clare like​wise one Mr. O'Brien, Vicar General of Kilfenora, does likewise the same. One Patrick Doherty, parish priest near Ennis, does the same. One James Dalton. Vicar General of the Diocese of Killaloe in the County of Clare and parish priest of Ennis, acts after the same manner."
NOT MENTIONED IN WILL 
Although he is not mentioned in the Bishop's will, probably for reasons of security, we have irrefut​able evidence that Father Dalton was alive at the end of February, 1752, After that date he vanishes from the pages of history and for all we know his remains may be lying beneath the old floor (not the present floor) of that building in Chapel Lane so often mentioned to this paper. His successor, Dean Barrett, expressed a wish to be buried with his own people in Drumcliffe cemetery, and so the next burial in the old church would not take place for more than fifty years, that is to say when Dean Davin died in 1814. I am satisfied that J.D. stands for James Dalton who was curate of Ennis in 1735. He became parish priest and vicar general when Dr. MacDonagh suc​ceeded Dr. Sylvester Lloyd as Bishop of Killaloe.
CONTINENTAL  FLAVOUR
We know that the clergy of the diocese sometimes met at Ennis and it is not straining a point to say that those within easy reach of the town called on their bishop socially. Among the number we include Dean Ignatius O Donohue,   parish   priest of   Corofin;   Rev. Thomas Roche, parish priest of Doora, and Kilraghtis;  Archdeacon Patrick O'Quinn. parish   priest  of  Tuamfinloch  and Kilnasoolagh, and Rev. Jas. Cooney, parish priest of Clareabbey.   With their visit, a not unwelcome continental flavour was wafted into the: . episcopal residence where Dr. MacDonagh and his irrepressible vicar . general, Father Dalton  received them.   The conversation would not be confined to student days in Paris, or Nantes or Salamanca or Rome. His Lordship was interested in the Irish Brigade, in which more than forty-two MacDonaghs were officers in Dillon's Regiment between  1690 and 1770.   So  it  is  said    Andrew MacDonagh published a in which he claimed that "he was shut up during twelve years and seven months in a dungeon in the Isle of St. Margaret," the same in which the Man with the Iron Mask was interned. We may be sure that in May. 1745, the Battle of Fontenoy was discussed at the Bishop's table. Captain Anthony MacDonagh (an​other of the Bishop's kinsmen fought with distinction there and was later sent to Ireland to recruit for the Brigade. He married and settled at Carahan in the parish of Clooney (now united to Quin.) In the Bishop's will he is named one of the residuary legatees and one of the executors. In April. 1746, there came a day when the conversational powers of his clerical guests failed to dispel the gloom that enveloped the Bishop of Killaloe because Prince  Charles had  been  defeated at Culloden.
